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Rector’s Reflection
If you have visited our parish's Sunday morning
virtual worship over the past few months, you've
seen a massive, orange canvas hanging right behind where I sit. Recently one of you asked,
"Just what is that hanging on your wall?" After
sharing the backstory of the painting someone
remarked: "You should share that story with
everyone in a newsletter article." I try to listen
to your wise voices regularly, so here is the story of why I have three
guys hanging on my wall and how they bring me peace.
Many years ago I took part in a spirituality study tour of Vietnam and
Cambodia. The travel group included both male and female travelers,
and all of us agreed we loved to shop. Collectively our group decided at
the start of the tour that each one of us would buy, as we called it, a "big
fish." Meaning, rather than each of us purchasing lots of cheap trinkets,
we would try to buy only one more expensive item we loved to remind
us of our journey together.
Over the course of two weeks all my new friends found lovely "big fish"
to buy. My friend Amy bought a 100 year old, Roman Catholic chasuble
with intricate beads and stitching (I wish I had found it before she did!)
to frame and hang on her wall. Another friend purchased a huge, marble
Buddha to take home and place in the center of his Pennsylvania garden. Every day we celebrated as one person after another found that one,
wonderful item that made his or her heart sing.
The last day of the tour, I was the only one left who had not found a "big
fish." We were in Saigon. I went stomping off alone apart from my tour
group, sad I would be heading home empty handed. Rain began to pour
down, so I stepped into a side alley for shelter. Then wandered down a
tiny path that led in a courtyard. There, a 17 year old boy was just putting finishing touches on a painting of three Buddhist monks, rosary
beads trailing one man's back, with more rosary beads draped around a
second monk's neck.
Though the artist spoke no English, an elderly man nearby did. I asked
about the painting, and he explained the teenager was creating numerous
paintings that would eventually be sold to hang in local hotels. "Would
you ask him if I could buy that one? And if so, for how much?" The
young man told my translator, "Is $40 too much?" "Absolutely not!" I
replied. The boy began to roll the painting up for me. I observed, "You
did not sign the painting. Could you do that for me?" The young man
looked surprised. The elderly translator explained that generally no
street artists in Vietnam signed their paintings. "I would like him to do
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so. His talent matters to me." And so the artist willingly signed it.
I love this painting for
many reasons. I love
that it is predominantly
orange, my favorite color. I am entranced by
the way the three men
blend into the background and become one
with where they sit. As
someone who regularly
leans on the power of
three, seeing a trinity of
men in prayer brings me
peace. As I meditate on
the painting, I wonder. What are they
thinking? What are they
praying? What are they
looking at? How long
have they been sitting in
criss-cross, applesauce/
lotus position? I admire
their straight backs, the
shadows of their robes,
their large ears reminding me it's important to
listen more and talk less.
Over the past year our world has been, like the monks in my painting, metaphorically and physically, sitting and waiting for pandemic time to end. We
are all of us spiritually unified by our hopes and hungering to return to the
way life was before COVID. We all wonder: when will this time of solitude
and social isolation end? When will we be able to return to large gatherings,
packed movie theaters, sold out sports events, and, of course, our parish
sanctuary?
Our Vestry leadership team has decided we WILL return to our parish sanctuary on Sunday, September 12th, the Sunday after Labor Day. We will
have worship for those comfortable attending in person within our beautiful
sanctuary, as well as a way for those of us who want to remain at home to
stay and pray with our parish community as well. A reopening team, consisting of several parishioners, will help create protocols to make this return
to in person happen.
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We have decided to wait until September so that our parish staff can take the
much needed vacation time they are owed (myself included) and then return
with renewed energy and vision. This date will also give us time to decide
proper protocols that will allow us to be physically together and safe. Additionally, by September our steeple renovation should be complete and the protective
encasement around our organ removed, allowing for that magnificent instrument to be played in full glory.
Thank you for your resilience, your prayers, and your patience. I know this has
been a stressful time for all of us. May the warmth of the summer days to come
and the gradual reopening of the great state of New Hampshire fill our hearts
with joy and hope.
Much love,
Marjorie +

Granite State Organizing
Project (GSOP)
A friend told me earlier this week that she had heard
that “GSOP doesn’t do anything”. On the contrary! Of
note: our own Shelley Kesselman is the Treasurer, and
the Rev Sarah Rockwell, the Vicar of St. Andrew’s
Episcopal Church in Manchester, is President.
I attended the annual meeting last Sunday. There were about 50 of us present,
representing about 25 organizations and faith communities throughout New
Hampshire. Our website explains that we are the largest grassroots community
organization in New Hampshire. Next year will mark 20 years of working for
social and economic justice in our state.
Members of GSOP work tirelessly to give voice to the many marginalized people in New Hampshire. At election times, scores of members go door to door to
make sure eligible voters are well informed, and have a way to get to the polling
places to vote. The push to get businesses to pay at least $15 an hour is a start,
even though we know that even $15 is not a living wage. Assisting the homeless population is especially rewarding.
I join a number of GSOP members at the monthly meetings of the Immigrant
Solidarity Network. Some of the work there entails following up on the needs
of particular people; for example, raising money for bail bonds or legal assistance, as folks wade through the red tape for months. Though we stopped during COVID, as many as 50 of us, of all ages, did the Jericho Walk around the
Federal Building in Manchester to give support to those keeping their appointments with ICE (Immigration and Customs Enforcement). We hugged them,
prayed with them, and wished them well, knowing that some would come out
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smiling, and others would be deported because they may have missed a deadline.
We follow what is happening in the State House, contacting lawmakers as
needed, speaking at open hearings, and endeavoring to keep well informed
about bills which affect our disenfranchised folks.
In summary: GSOP focuses on education, making housing truly affordable,
immigrant and refugee rights, economic justice, building skills for racial equity,
empowering youth, and affordable childcare. GSOP is a non-profit organization. Become a dues-paying member, or offer a skill. Check the website or, for
further questions on how to help, contact me.
Jane W Van Zandt+

Pentecost Hybrid Worship Service
Special thanks to all those in our parish family who continue to read, lead, and
direct technology (as Screen Sharers, Zoom Hosts, and on site film crew members) for our weekly virtual worship.
Most Sundays over the past year all parts of the service are streamed live and
from various participants' homes. However, we are especially grateful to those
who helped make our Pentecost hybrid worship (which blended pre-recorded
worship with live, virtual worship on Zoom) so special this year: Amy Brumfield (Warden and our main tech Zoom deacon), Deb Schuh (screen share coordinator), Ken Grinnell (live and pre-recorded music), Mark Cleveland (prerecorded singing and congregational participation), Carter Beck (pre-recorded
piano and organ performances), Moe Egan Thomas (camera and microphone
supervisor for pre-recorded worship and music) and the Reverend Michael Andres (our Pentecost preacher).
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Pentecost Drive-By Eucharist
Special blessings and thanks to the 55 parishioners (and two dogs!) who attended our Pentecost, Drive-By Eucharist. We were entertained for a spell by a local bagpiper and cheered by the beautiful weather and positive Grace Church
family members who turned out to connect with our parish volunteers. We are
grateful for Warden Christopher Messier and Vestry leader Hank Gagnon (who
took many of the beautiful photos imaged here) and who, along with the Reverends Jane Van Zandt and Marjorie Gerbracht-Stagnaro, distributed communion
to all those who stopped by.

Getting To Know You Dr. Amy Brumfield
In last month’s newsletter our “Getting to Know You”
piece featured our Junior Warden Christopher
Messier. This month we feature our Senior Warden, Dr.
Amy Brumfield.
Special thanks to Eileen Suckley for helping our Rector come up with some
wonderfully thoughtful questions to help us get to know Amy better.
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How does your faith inform your thinking as a physician, as a parent,
and as a warden?
Having a strong biblical upbringing affects my processing of evidence with
reasoning and logic whether I am deciding medical things, family, or church.
Your daughter Micah attends a Waldorf School. How does that choice
reflect your family's values?
I appreciate that the school teaches to various children's developmental levels
as well as more art, music, and languages (currently learning her 4th language). They learn how to think. And they have been outdoors for the 20202021 school year – almost exclusively, except for probably 15 hours of the
year (never more than 45 minutes inside at a time). This is making for some
hardy children!
What has surprised, delighted, or dismayed you about living in a very
rural setting?
This is being asked of New Boston where I now live, but honestly this is more
urban than Kentucky where I am from. I do like the wildlife we have here –
as bobcats, fox, turkey, deer, moose, bear, porcupine, and raccoon have been
spotted within 100 yards of the house. I do not particularly care for the ticks.
(We need more turkeys!)
What are the challenges you see facing Christians in general and Grace
Church in the next decade?
With the growth of the ‘Nones’, the group that puts none as their religious
preference, all groups are facing declining numbers. This is also affected by
the Millennials FOMO (fear of missing out). I do not think we are what they
are afraid of missing out on, we need to refocus to that, to reach an entire generation or risk becoming completely obsolete.
Tell us a bit about what faith tradition you grew up in. Do you have a
particular childhood memory of church that stands out to you?
I grew up in western Kentucky, as Southern Baptist, in the church where my
father grew up. Three memories are bible drills in Vacation Bible school (in
the summers), singing duets with my mom, and receiving perfect attendance
pins for Sunday School. It was Medical school before I missed Sunday
school, due to my being on call/at work.
Could you share with us how you met your beautiful wife?
We overlapped by a year in residency. Since we both were in the same combined specialty – Internal Medicine and Pediatrics - we had the same clinic on
Wednesday afternoons.
During your medical training you visited Brazil and Africa. Can you
share with us why you visited both places and what you learned?
I had the opportunity to spend 2 weeks in Brazil living in a boat with 39 other
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Americans (read John Grisham The Testament to know what living on a
boat is like) and be part of a mission team. During college I had been on
mission trips, but this was as a medical provider. I was the only provider
one village would see for over a year.
In Africa I functioned as a doctor – working at a hospital for a month during my residency. I was able to see some things we only read about in microbiology and pathology. One big frustration on returning to the States
was the McDonalds mentality: i.e., put in my order, and be better by the
time I get to the next window. These people could not buy any medicine
at the store and had to have a caregiver to stay with the patient in the hospital to care for their needs (food, clothes, bath, etc.) and the caregiver
slept on the floor under the bed. Not to mention they had to pay their bill
completely before the patient could be discharged home. (Realizing a $20
bill was 6-12 months’ salary).
I also spent a month on Lame Deer Indian reservation in Montana during
Medical School, and 3 months with the San Carlos Apache Indians in Arizona. I really liked being able to experience other cultures through medicine.

Tell us a bit about where you grew up and what you miss about your
home state.
I grew up in Kentucky on a farm – with soybeans, corn, cows, pigs, dairy,
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alfalfa, horses. Lots of chores, but a much longer growing season – so
OKRA.
What do you like best about being an Episcopalian? The three-legged
stool mentality: scripture, tradition, and reason. As Chris Turner puts it, you
do not have to check your brain at the door.
Your spouse Lisa is a talented quilter and seamstress. What are your
hobbies/what do you like to do in your spare time?
Reading, puzzles, and Amazon.
You are the best tech deacon/“Zoom Yoda” we know. How did you manage to become so skilled in this technology so quickly? Medical school is
described as taking a drink out of a fire hydrant. “See one. Do one. Teach
one.” You have to become a fast learner.
If you had to pick one favorite book, one favorite movie, and one favorite
TV show you could have access to while stranded on a desert island,
what would be your power of three choices?
Book: Steerswoman, by Rosemary Kirstein (I like the idea of searching for
knowledge) Movie: Mrs. Doubtfire TV show: West Wing

Our Parish Students
Congratulations to all our parish
students who have journeyed
through a unique year of learning
during a pandemic. This month
we give thanks for all those who
have danced their way through
2020 and into 2021 by continuing
to keep their bodies healthy
through regularly scheduled dance
classes and in person dance recitals. Rachel Otto (top left photo),
Katie Otto (top right photo), Davan Muir
(bottom three photos) and Zachary Stagnaro
(no picture).
Congratulations to Micah Brufield, daughter
of proud parents Drs. Amy Brumfield and
Lisa Atkinson, who just received her Red level belt in her karate class!
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Easter Memorial Fundraising for
Central High School
In late August 2002 I had just returned to the city after
four years in college to begin my music teaching career
at Hillside Middle School in Manchester. I met old
friends at their apartment on Lowell Street, right across
from Central High School. We then proceeded to walk
down Lowell Street to dinner. At one point I walked by
this amazing architectural structure I had never noticed
before, Grace Episcopal Church.
As they say, the rest is history. A few years later I was a parishioner at Grace,
and a few years after that I was the band director at Central High School.
My passion for Grace Episcopal Church is due in part to the parish’s commitment to fine music included in worship. Having taught band for many years, I
am also very passionate about music education in the lives of young people. But
COVID has caused all of us to reassess many things, including the true value of
our vocations.

Though the doors of Grace Episcopal Church may be closed, the impact of the
church continues beyond its walls. Likewise, I have had to reassess my school
contribution beyond the traditional music ensembles. The music classes in
which I am seeing the greatest interest are my beginning piano and guitar classes. The beauty of those classes is that all students may partake, even with no
prior musical ability. I am happy to report that there are an astounding 98 students registered to take those classes next school year.
As you know, Grace Episcopal Church held an Easter campaign to benefit the
students of the Central Music Department, particularly those students without
means to purchase their own instruments. This incredible campaign raised
$2823. Thanks to the generosity of Grace Episcopal Church, more students can
participate in this wonderfully important spiritual outlet. This is incredibly important as all students return to in-person learning. I am extremely grateful to all
of you for your commitment to music in the lives of all.
Ed Doyle

Grace Episcopal Church Book Group Update
Our parish book group has continued to have a strong showing of avid readers
who show up on screen to discuss a wide range of books and how the reading of
those books impacts our hearts. Eleven members of our parish family attended
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our May 2021 book group gathering, which was centered on the 1908 classic
Anne Of Green Gables by Lucy Maud Montgomery. Some of us had read the
book when we were children, while others had never even thought of reading it
until it was selected by our parish book group. All of us agreed that although
the book was written over a century ago, the language and events of the book
filled us with joy and were timeless. Anne, a red headed orphan girl adopted by
an elderly brother and sister, was a character that all of us universally agreed
was a loveable character. We enjoyed talking about the many mishaps and mistakes she made and how much we loved both the wordsmithing and constant
plot twists.

Next month, on Tuesday, June 15th at 12 noon our parish book group will gather on Zoom to discuss a book recommended by our church's Senior Warden and
amazing Zoom director, Dr. Amy Brumfield. The novel she selected for us to
read is titled: I Will Always Write Back: How One Letter Changed Two Lives
written by Caitlin Alifirenka and Martin Ganda with Liz Welch. The true story
showcases a life long relationship begun when an all-American, twelve year old
girl named Catilin (who lives in Pennsylvania) begins a pen pal relationship
with a boy named Martin from Zimbabwe. In this compelling dual memoir,
Caitlin and Martin recount how they became best friends - and better people through their long-distance exchange. This New York Times best-selling novel
will inspire you to look beyond your own life and wonder about the world at
large and your place in it.
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Truly, the authors take the motto, thread, and title of the story "I will always
write back" very seriously. Our Rector wrote the following letter to them
via Facebook Messenger only a week ago:
Dear amazing authors, Our parish book group is reading this book
for a future meeting. As the pastor of an inner-city church in New
Hampshire, this book shook my heart in the best possible way. I
will be reading it with my 12 and 13 year old children as soon as I
finish it myself. We will be meeting online for our book group
meeting to discuss your book. I wondered if before that time you
could let me know if there are book discussion questions for this
book. Also, is there a way we could donate some money in your
honor to help our neighbors in Zimbabwe? Blessings and
thanks. Keep being the amazing people you are. The Reverend Dr.
Marjorie Ann Gerbracht-Stagnaro, Rector of Grace Episcopal
Church, Manchester, NH
That very same day, Marjorie received the following message:
Hello Reverend Dr Marjorie! This is so wonderful to hear! Thank
you so much for supporting us and our story! I do hope that your
12 and 13 year olds enjoy it as well. As for a way to donate money, Martin has a non-profit foundation called the New Africa foundation. Here are the details for donations: New Africa Foundation
EIN 27-0480524 c/o Martin Ganda 285 Madison Avenue, 24th
Floor New York, New York 10017 Website:
www.NewAfrica.Foundation. You can make a donation via check
or Paypal.
Caitlin kindly sent Marjorie a link to an educational guide for our upcoming
book discussion. Then she closed her virtual letter with these words: I can't
emphasize how it touches our hearts that you are aiding us in sharing our
message of kindness. Kindness truly is contagious. Thank you again. Xx
Caitlin
Please join us in June to talk about this remarkable book and to hear what
Caitlin and Martin are doing with their lives now!
Blessings and love,
Marjorie +
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Thoughts and Reflections
Overcoming Difficulty

Last month, I told about going for a walk with NancyAnn on a trail in Hooksett, and thoughts I had about
some of my observations. This month’s Reflection is
also related to my observations during that walk.
One thing I noticed was that there were some trees
where the bottom few feet looked bent, crooked, and stressed. From there to
the top, the tree was straight, which implied that it got past the stress or injury
and grew well. I saw it as being similar to people who have experienced a
mental or physical trauma and moved on to have a more normal life.
One tree had a large burl; the largest one I had ever seen. I was curious, so I
did some research* (Through the link https://organicplantcarellc.com/what-isa-burl/) and found out that “… burls are wound response tissue” and “they
grow where and how they they need in order to protect a tree.” Now imagine a
person being wounded and developing scar tissue. It might not look great, but
it seals and protects the wounded area.
Very recently, after I had drafted a start for this article, I heard a piece on NH
Public Radio about the importance of mychorrizal fungi for the growth of
trees. There is a symbiotic relationship (called a mycorrhiza) between fungi
and plant roots. The specific fungi involved are called mychorrizal fungi. The
trees provide nutrients to the fungi, and the fungi provide nutrients to the
trees. In addition, the fungi allow trees to communicate with each other.
Over the centuries, tall, straight trees such as evergreens have been preferred
for lumber and for masts of sailing ships. In nature, those trees would grow
and mature in the company of other, non-evergreen trees, including
birch. When it came time to replant to grow more evergreen trees, it was assumed that the young trees would do better and grow faster if they got more
sunlight, so other non-evergreen trees were cut down to leave the area
clear. As it turned out, the young evergreens growing in clear-cut areas did
less well than those growing in the company of other non-evergreen trees, even
though they were more shaded and had less sun.
Research found that the new evergreen trees, in the presence other nonevergreen trees, could signal to them, through the mychorrizal fungi, that they
needed more carbon. The grown non-evergreen trees would send carbon
through the fungi back to the new trees and help their growth. I could see this
as being similar to people asking neighbors for help, getting it, and the whole
neighborhood getting stronger.
Who could have imagined that trees could communicate and help each other
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through a fungus? I often say that God has two major workers: Mother Nature and Father Time. Stay tuned.
Dick Feren

Families In Transition Walk
Special thanks to all those who contributed and moved both their hearts
(and their wallets!) to support the work of Families In Transition through
this year's 2021 Walk Against Hunger. Out of 51 teams signed up for the
walk our Grace Church Family placed sixth place in terms of fundraising,
raising a total of $1,211! A total of $36,399 was raised by 51 local
teams. Special thanks to our team captain, Gail Schuman, for organizing
this effort and scheduling our group walk around Livingston Park on Sunday, May 16th following our morning parish Zoom service.
A shout out to all
those who donated,
walked, and/or
sailed (in the case
of our parish organist!) for hunger:
Gail Schuman,
Marjorie Gerbracht
-Stagnaro, Peppa
Lynn Stagnaro (the
Rector's pug!),
Christopher
Messier, Shedrick
and Jason
Grimsley, Bruce
and Darby Thomas,
Doug and Linda
Chamberlain, Ken
and Dave Kjellander, Roger Bleau,
Pat Fennelly, Valerie Anderson,
Deb Schuh, Ann
ORourke, Richard
Barrett, Ken and
Nicole Grinnell,
and Dick and Nancy-Ann Feren.
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Please consider making a donation to Families In Transition to help feed,
shelter, and provide necessary care services to our local Manchester
neighbors.

Outdoor Knit-Along Celebrating "Knit in Public Day"
Hi all! I hope everyone is well and enjoying this
beautiful weather!
This is to let you know that Karen West, a faithful
member of our parish's knitting group, will be
hosting a "Knit in Public Day" at Saint Peter's
Episcopal Church, located at 3 Peabody Row in
Londonderry, New Hampshire on Saturday, June 12th, 2021 starting at 9
AM and lasting until approximately 2 or 3 PM. This is an outdoor
event. So bring a chair, sunscreen, bug spray,
water, snacks, whatever you need to be comfortable, and of course, your
knitting or crocheting or whatever hand work you are currently indulging
in.

If it happens to rain that day, the event will be rescheduled automatically
to Saturday, June 19th, 2021. If it also rains that day, well, we are out of
luck! We tried.
If you have any questions, feel free to contact Karen West by leaving her a
message at Saint Peter's main office number (603-437-8333).
Plans for our annual knitting retreat are still up in the air, but if it happens,
I will be sure to be in touch.
Stay well, everyone!!!
Linda Chamberlain

Thank You From the Frost Family
Recently parishioner Charity Frost and her two daughters were in a terrible car accident. Charity suffered both a concussion and whiplash. Special thanks to the 16 different parish families who signed up to deliver
meals to the Frost family and/or provide GrubHub gift cards over a two
week period of time. Kudos to Kelley Muir for thinking of and organizing
this effort using her God given skills of technology and the Meal Train
website to make signing up to donate a meal a quick and easy way to support others.
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Dear Grace Church Family,
Thank you from the bottom of our hearts. Your kindness and generosity the
past two weeks have blown us away. You have lightened our load during
this stressful time and we are so grateful. You have helped me rest and let
my brain heal from this concussion. It’s slow and steady, but I am making
progress.
Your wonderful meals not only filled our bellies, but have also taken some
of the stress out of the everyday tasks of our home life. Matthew and our
extended family members are so thankful for your support as your suppers
made it easier to care for our girls, our home, and also helped us better focus on our daily lives while I was "out of commission." We are so blessed
to be a part of this church family and are eternally grateful for all you have
done for us.
Thank you, thank you, thank you.
Love,
The Frosts—Charity, Matthew, Emma, & Violet
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Sweet Additions
Congratulations to Sara Stanton Myers and
Matthew Myers, who were married at Grace
Episcopal Church on May 4, 2019 and who
recently celebrated their two year wedding
anniversary. Sara grew up in New Hampshire and now lives with her husband Matt in
Nashville, Tennessee. Sara and our Rector
keep in touch. Sara wanted to send our parish family superb news. "Sharing our sweet
additions - daughter Emerson James and son
Hayes Conrad, born October 8th, 2020. Two
beautiful blessings in the midst of a pandemic."
May we all, daily, take stock of the many blessings God has given us.

Palace Youth Theatre
Last October Zachary Stagnaro auditioned for and secured the lead role of
James in the Palace Youth Theatre's musical production of James and the
Giant Peach, Jr. Finally, after many months of pandemic lockdown and
eight months of Zoom rehearsals the very first show on the Palace Theatre
Stage since the theater’s intermission will be this production! Zach will be
performing with the Orange Team on Friday, June 4th & Saturday, June 5th
at 7 pm.
Take note for safety reasons all choral numbers have been pre-recorded and
all youth actors will be wearing masks during all performances.
Please call the box office
for tickets 603-6685588. Tickets are not
available online and the
theater wants to avoid tickets being purchased at the
door. The cast has been
working so hard for a long
time and this show is going
to be magical!

18

Milestones
Happy Birthday to the following June birthday celebrants!

O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we pray, on your servants as they begin another year. Grant that they may grow in wisdom and
grace, and strengthen their trust in your goodness all the days of their lives;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Book of Common Prayer, page 830
If you don’t see your birthday listed that means that we do not have it. Please
call the office so that your special day can be acknowledged – or if we have it
wrong, please let us know that also.
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Vestry Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, April 21, 2021
Present: Valerie Anderson, Gail Austin, Amy Brumfield, Carol Cote, Hank
Gagnon, Nancy Johnson, Ken Kjellander, Christopher Messier, David Roy,
Gail Schuman, the Reverend Dr. Marjorie Ann Gerbracht-Stagnaro, Barnaby
Thomas, Chris Turner. Meghann White
Excused Absences: Teddi McIntosh
This meeting was conducted via Zoom. Rev. Marjorie opened the meeting at
7:03 PM with a prayer. We continued with the reading of the Norms.
VOTE: A motion to accept the reports with a consent agenda vote was made
by Hank, seconded by Carol, and was carried. The reports included are
Clerk’s Report (March 17, 2021), Rector’s Report (March/April 2021), Planning and Finance Reports (April 14, 2021), and the Property Report (April 7,
2021).
Gail A. presented the most significant items in the March financial as follows:
• Pledge receipts are $4.6K below budget however significant pledge prepayments were received in January and February but YTD pledges are $19.2K
favorable to budget.
• The quarterly draw from the endowment funds was received and after allocation for specific purposes $19.6K remains “unallocated” and could be assigned for grants.
• $2200 was received in March for CHAMPS; $600 more have been received
in April. A check will be sent at the end of the month.
• Operating Fund cash balance of $132.1K remains positive.
• Citizens Bank will soon be sending invitations in “waves” for customers to
access the forgiveness application for last year’s ppp loan.
• Two CD accounts have been opened at Primary Bank (they will not be
sending monthly statements). Two new accounts (savings and money market)
have been opened at Bellwether Community Credit Union Bank and the Eastern Bank accounts have been closed.
VOTE: A motion was made by Valerie, seconded by Christopher to accept
the March Financial Report. The motion carried.
A contract with Plodzik and Sanderson to conduct an audit costing $15K$19K has been signed. Sylvia Petro will be on site June 15-17 to conduct the
audit. Gail will oversee this.
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The 2021 A-9 Tax Form has been filed by Marlene. We qualify as a not-forprofit institution.
The organ was protected on Monday. The fencing is up, and work has begun
on the steeple project.
One of our urns in the front entry has been vandalized. This was reported to
the police. It was suggested that we could (after removing the pieces of the
urn) replace it with the urn that we have on Pine Street that is currently unused. We had a brief discussion about the need to have some sort of enclosure.
The Kitchen Committee will meet soon to assist in screening qualified contractors and then meet with Ken Rhodes and Gary York to go over health
code requirements and mechanical needs for the kitchen renovation.
A suggestion was made that while the church is still closed, we might consider painting the bathrooms.
Rev. Marjorie reported that she will be taking her vacation the last two weeks
of July and the first two weeks of August. Rev. Allan Knight will fill in for
her in July and Rev. Nancy Strong will fill in in August.
Emery has not determined when he will be taking vacation. He usually takes
a week off, works a week, and then takes a second week off. We will need
someone to care for the church grounds.
Marlene will be taking the last two weeks of June and the first two weeks of
July. She will contact Lyn Marino to see if she is available to fill in. Rev.
Marjorie also suggested that the HR team review compensation.
We reviewed how we wanted to use Grace House. We determined that the
management of the house is working well with City Year tenants. Providing
affordable housing for City Year tenants benefits the community as well; we
feel it is reasonable to continue to have them as tenants.
VOTE: A motion was made by Gail S, seconded by Hank to continue to
have City Year tenants in 2021-2022. The motion carried.
VOTE: A motion to keep the rent in the house and the rental charge for the
garage without change for 2021-2022 was made by Hank, seconded by Valerie. The motion was approved.
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David reported that he has been backing up the computer on a thumb
drive. He will discuss with ACS about a more reliable ways to do this.
Meghann reported that she had reached out to Girls at Work and the Manchester Community Music School to see if they would like to be considered
for a grant this year. Both were interested and eager for the opportunity; they
will submit their proposals by mid-end of April on the website. Gail A will
send all the grant requests that are received through the website to the Grant
Committee.
Rev. Marjorie stated that if no grant is given to IINE, the Outreach Committee will give them some money from their budget.
Rev. Marjorie and others from the Vestry met with the Philanthropy Chair
and committee of the Elliot Hospital and Sue Critz, Grace Church’s representative on the Elliot board. They are charged with finding ways to help the
city with outreach opportunities. The many outreach activities that Grace
Church is involved with was described to them.
We discussed how to achieve more Vestry visibility. Suggestions were made
that we consider having our pictures on the website and perhaps have two
members of the Vestry presented in each month’s newsletter. The Easter
gifts given to shut-ins and the children were well received. We continued
with what should be done to reach those of our parish who are under 18. We
have two distinct age groups. It was decided that we should focus on planning
on the future – not considering doing anything virtual. We could try to have
activities with other churches for the children as well.
The Vestry had a long and meaningful discussion on BLM/POC. This conversation was triggered by an article that the Bishop had written in “News
From The Vine” concerning reconciliation and reparations. It was a difficult
conversation to have via ZOOM. We discussed how it is okay to have different opinions if we were considerate and respectful of one another. We discussed reparation – who – what – how. We examined systemic racism – how
it is hard to understand it if we have not experienced racism. We concluded
that we, Grace Church, are a large family and like any large family have a
diversity of opinions (on any subject) but can agree on the divinity of
Christ. We concluded that we should show and lead by example and get to
know the “real” person – not race, color, status, wealth, education, etc. but
the real person and accept all people for who they are. Coming back to the
center and meeting each other there will be a benefit to all. Always approach
with love.
The meeting was concluded at 9:05PM
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The next Vestry meeting May 19th.
Respectfully submitted,
Nancy Johnson, Clerk
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