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Rector's Reflection  
"A single conversation across the table with 
a wise man is better than ten years mere 
study of books."  Henry Wadsworth Longfel-
low 
 
"It isn't so much what's on the table that mat-
ters, as what's on the chairs."  W.S. Gilbert 
 
"This is how the world changes - little by little, table by table, meal 
by meal, hour by hour.  This is how we chip away at isolation, 
loneliness, fear.  This is how we connect, in big and small ways - 
we do it around the table."  Shauna Niequist 
 
I vividly remember, at my very first call, sitting in the front of a 
cathedral's altar surrounded by a large group of children and ask-
ing them about their table patterns.  The who, when, where, and 
how regarding their eating habits.  This was in the mid 1990's, and 
even then I was surprised to find how many of the children rarely 
ate simultaneously and regularly at a table with their parents and 
siblings.  The children explained they were often too busy going to 
evening activities to sit down at home with the rest of their fami-
lies together for meals.  More often than not "take away" food (as 
one British child explained) or separate dinner times (one for par-
ents, another for children) reigned as the regular food patterns for 
families. 
 
A close clergy friend of mine says, "At the end of this pandemic it 
is going to be like the roaring 20's.  We will be partying and gath-
ering like never before.  We will not take table time for granted." 
 
My family relocated to Hooksett last July.  But for many months, 
our small, dining area was empty.  When I finally got around to 
purchasing a table (the one in our previous home would have never 
fit; it was far too large), the table sat in a box for months.  The no-
tion of constructing the table, made of wrought iron and heavy 
pieces of wood, frightened me.  One friend intended to come and 
help, but cancelled coming several times.  Finally, I agreed to have 
two others come and help.  We celebrated the end of construction 
with Chinese food and laughter sitting, of course, at our new table. 
After lacking table time for so long, I was shocked at how quickly 
the patterns of our home life changed.  All of a sudden, we had a 
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place to gather.  Regularly now we, as a family, sit together to do 
homework, eat, or even eat AND watch a TV show, as our condo is 
so wonderfully small the TV is only several feet away from us.   
Month after month, at Drive-By Eucharist, I am reminded of the im-
portance of table time.  Parishioners drive (or even walk) through our 
parish's nearby parking lot, smile, and hold out their hands for a tiny 
cup full of wine and a miniscule cracker.  But the laughter and joy 
that comes with gathering, with seeing the faces of Grace, is palpable 
and evident.  We love being together.  It feeds us - physically, emo-
tionally, and spiritually. 
 
Although pandemic time and the isolation it brings is hard, I keep tell-
ing myself (and praying) that this time is building up within us a hun-
ger to treasure and embrace more table time once the pandemic 
ends.  I pray people will not only Carpe Diem (seize the day) but 
Carpe Mensam - Seize the Table!  Perhaps in the past we have been 
too afraid to invite people over for a home cooked meal, ask someone 
to join them for lunch, or deliberately choose to sit in the lunchroom 
with someone who needs a friend.  Perhaps we will choose to break 
bread with people who are radically and politically different from us 
because, despite that truth, we still value them, love them, and call 

them our 
friends.  Per-
haps, with 
God's help, new 
and enriching 
table patterns 
will form. 
 
May we contin-
ue, as Chris-
tians, to find 
creative ways to 
gather and hun-
ger for the day 
when we can 
hug long and 
linger over sim-
ple tables. 
 
Much love, 
Marjorie + 


