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Rector’s Reflection 

It is hard to believe.  Ten years ago this July, our 
family arrived in Manchester from Washington, 
DC with a three and four year old in tow.  Now 
my children are nearly 13 and 14, and my eldest, 
Fiona, is graduating from middle school this 
June.  So I wondered: How could I mark this 
moment in a creative way? 
 

Fiona, rightly so, believes that the Beatles are the best rock group to ever 
play on this earth.  While glancing through crochet patterns online I 
stumbled across a pattern to create four Amigurumi Beatles dressed in 
outfits similar to those worn on the cover of their album Sgt. Pepper's 
Lonely Hearts Club Band. (Note: amigurumi is the Japanese art of knit-
ting or crocheting small, stuffed yarn creatures.)  Thus two weeks ago, I 

began setting aside an 
hour a day to stitch 
different colored yarn 
together to construct 
these dolls.  The crea-
tive process has been 
both peaceful and 
challenging.  While I 
enjoy the steady, re-
petitive motion of 
crocheting stitches 
and seeing the dolls 
come to life (I am 
nearly finished with 
John Lennon and 
halfway through Paul 
McCartney) there are 
times I find the work 
tedious and wish the 
project was over.   
 

Pandemic life has been this way too, hasn't it?  Some days we wake up 
feeling peaceful -  grateful for more time at home and fewer demands to 
travel to meetings and various places.  Other days we long for large par-
ties, more time out and about, and find the solitude social distancing has 
gifted us is tedious.  We wonder: When, Lord, when will all this be over? 
 

One of you gifted me a bracelet two years ago for my birthday.  On it 
was the power of three words: Just Keep Swimming.   
 

Dear ones, I continue to give thanks for you.  Because you just keep 



4  

 

swimming!  Each and every day, you just keep parenting, loving, persisting, 
sharing, caregiving, praying, staying in hope.  You've kept your spirituality 
and sanity in any number of ways: hiking, running, baking, reading, praying 
Morning and Evening Prayer, attending Zoom worship, Compline on Face-
book, monthly Zoom knitting and book group discussions.  The list of how 
you have managed the wellness of your souls in creative ways is endless. 
 

Philippians 4:13 tells us: I can do all things through Christ who strengthens 
me. 
 

Lord, continue to be with us, your Grace Church family.  May we find 
strength for the journey of today and all the days to follow that you gift 
us.  In the midst of challenging times may we ground ourselves in 
you.  Evoking patterns of wellness and care, not just for ourselves, but also 
for the sake of others.  In Christ's name we pray.  AMEN. 

 

Blessings and love, 
Marjorie + 

Loving Our Neighbor 

We have an opportunity to put our baptismal promis-
es to work.  The UU Church on Union St in Man-
chester has a guest.  Chrisma is a 28 year old asylum 
seeker from the Republic of Congo, in central Afri-
ca.  He was part of a large extended family, several of 
whom have been killed.  He fled for his safety, and 
he and his lawyer are now petitioning for asylum 
through the Boston Court.  His main languages are 
French and Lingala; his English is improving.  His hope is to find employ-
ment, so he can support himself, and become part of a community here in 
the United States. 
 

At present, the need is for dinners for him.  The contact person for that is 
Paul Introcaso 603-505-1149. 
 

Chrisma is not in Sanctuary.  He has been accepted into our country at the 
border, and his lawyer is helping him progress along the path to residency, 
and then to full citizenship.  When his quarantine is over (April 23) he will 
be able to explore Manchester and beyond.  We can help provide transporta-
tion and companionship for that. 
 

Please contact me if you have questions.  Jesus asks us to welcome the 
stranger; here is our chance to do just that! 

Jane W Van Zandt+ 
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Getting To Know You – Parish 
Warden Christopher Messier 
In an effort for our parish family to get to know our 
church leadership better, for the next few months we 
will be featuring and interviewing our various, Vestry 
leaders in this newsletter series. 
  
Where did you grow up?  Where do you live 
now?  Can you tell us something about the home 
where you now reside?  
I’ve lived in Manchester all of my life except for the years I attended college at 
UNH, Durham. I happen to live in the same house I grew up in.  
  
You are someone who always takes great photographs of people and plac-
es.  Is that something you have always done and why are you so good at 
it?   
Thank you.  I’ve always taken lots of photos, as did my Dad.  I’ve been told I 
have a “good eye,” but I’ve never understood too much about the technical as-
pects of photography.  It’s all about capturing a moment for posterity — the 
light is of utmost importance.  If I see an interesting composition or a moment 
with folks that tells a story, I’ll just snap it.  Plus, I love nature, flowers, and 
architecture so there is plenty of inspiration everywhere!  
  
If you were stranded on a deserted island, what three books would you 
take with you to read?  
The Great Gatsby, Goodbye Columbus, and The Bonfire of the Vanities.  I tend 
to be more of an online news/current affairs/human interest story reader now. 
I’m forever googling and reading Wikipedia articles about people and places — 
even obituaries.  I love people’s stories and how they relate to history and dif-
ferent cultures and ethnicities.  
  
What is your favorite restaurant in the New England area and why?  
I don’t have an absolute favorite but I love the restaurant at Simon Pearce in 
Quechee, Vermont—the setting in the old brick factory on the Ottauquechee 
Falls and quality of the food are pretty unparalleled.  
  
What is your religious background?  Did you grow up attending church?    
My father was Roman Catholic.  My Mother was Eastern Orthodox.  We at-
tended weekly Mass at Saint Raphael’s in Manchester, Saint Elizabeth Seton in 
Bedford, and later Blessed Sacrament in Manchester.  Coming from a mixed 
Christian faith background was great because we always celebrated 2 East-
ers!  My brother and sister, their families and I still incorporate some of the or-
thodox traditions and wonderful food into our Easter celebration.  
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When did you first attend Grace Church?  What do you love about our 
parish?   
I first visited Grace Church in the late 1980’s for the Festival of Lessons and 
Carols. I’ve always loved the broadcast from Kings College, Cambridge on 
Christmas Eve morning, and when I saw Grace Church being advertised I was 
drawn in.  Later on my niece sang in the choir under the then Grace Church 
music director, Lisa Wolff.  Then my mother and I started attending the 8:00 
am service somewhat regularly after my father passed away in 2004. She loved 
that she was invited to the communion rail at Grace as she had always retained 
her baptism in the orthodox faith and the Catholic Church forbade her from 
receiving communion.  
  
Tell us a bit about your mom and how involved she was as a leader within 
the state of New Hampshire.   
My mother was very outgoing and she loved people.  She stayed home to raise 
us 3 kids. Then after raising us she began a 30 years later in life second ca-
reer.  After being our mom she decided in her early 60’s to serve as an elected 
State Representative to the NH General Court from Ward 10 in Manches-
ter.  She spent most of those years as a member of the environment and agricul-
ture committee.  She loved meeting interesting folks from all over NH while 
representing her constituents and working to make the State she loved so dearly 
a better place for all.  
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If you could travel anywhere in the world (post-pandemic) where would 
you go and why?   
Probably Greece, some of the Mediterranean countries.  My maternal grandpar-
ents emigrated from northwestern Greece in the early 20th century, and I’d like 
to visit the village of their birth.  
 

What do you think is the best part of being an Episcopalian?   
The combination of adherence to tradition in worship of God while simultane-
ously embracing change in our world.  The wondrous music, strong sense of 
community, inspiring faith leaders, and support of friends continues to sustain 
me. (And like Michael Duffy I appreciate ALL the verses of a hymn sung!)  
  
Growing up in New Hampshire you have traveled and know a lot about 
interesting places to visit.   As we move towards spring and summer, do you 
have any recommendations for places to go for a day trip?  
Harrisville is really neat: a 19th century brick mill village in the Monadnock 
region.  Places like Francestown and Hancock have great 18th and 19th century 
colonial houses.  Walpole Village is wonderful and the restaurant at Burdicks is 
fantastic.  I love Great Bay as there’s a beautiful walk along the shore at Ad-
am’s point in Durham.  A drive through New Castle on Route 1B never disap-
points and can be combined with a walk at Odiorne Point in Rye.  Also, the 
home and grounds of famed sculptor Augustus Saint Gaudens estate in Cornish 
are spectacular.  And don’t forget Franconia/Sugar Hill during lupine time in 
June.  Take your pick! 

An Update on our Steeple Work  

Talk, talk, talk - - is cheap.  This may be Live Free or Die 
New Hampshire, but many times everyone’s a Missouri-
an:  Show Me. 
  
Well, after a seemingly quiet fall/winter, the Steeple Ren-
ovation Project has more than life.  The parish’s contract 
with Milestone Engineering and Construction was en-
dorsed by our Parish Warden, Christopher Messier, on October 9th, 2020, but a 
conscience choice was made to mobilize this spring.  That decision’s Cliff 
Notes read something like - there are 3 core tasks involved in this project: ma-
sonry repairs, steeple roofing repairs, and rehabilitation of the wooden lou-
vers.  Mobilizing for exterior work late fall/early winter in New Hampshire is a 
perfect invitation to being impacted by winter weather.  Thus Grace Church as 
the Owner/Contractor Team focused on organizing for spring.  Here we are. 
  
A critical initial contract task to keep the project on target was for American 
Steeple and Tower to install interior access (ladder) within the tower for interior 
close-up inspection of the tower’s main support timbers.  American Steeple for 
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Milestone/Grace Church executed on that inspection near the beginning of 
March.  They found at that time the tower’s main timbers to be sol-
id.  Whew!!!  At that inspection/on-site meeting, the team targeted the project 
start date by May 1st.  Appropriately, our parish’s Music Team organized or-
gan protection with Andover Organ before Milestone would be given the 
work zone.  Andover Organ was work-slammed through the Easter weekend, 
but got Grace on their calendar for April 19th and came through on that Mon-
day.  That essentially has cleared the runway for Milestone and their team to 
get after it.  The morning of April 21st, our Property Team takes note of Mile-
stone having placed project area protective fencing to identify their work 
zone. 
  
First up – probably American Steeple and Tower to execute for Milestone on 
roofing and louver work.  Folks ought to notice steeplejack rigging soon.  As 
the overhead work winds down, Milestone’s masonry experts will then en-
gage to not just “fill the cracks” in the brickwork of our steeple, but also reset 
some places where over time Ole’ Man Winter(s) and Jack Frost got cute and 
pushed things around a bit.  Overall, without overt project surprises; which 
the entire Grace Church Owner/Contractor team has collaborated well.  So by 
Labor Day the steeple should be looking pretty good!! 

Ken Rhodes 

Now’s The Time 
Usually when either Dick or I are reading for a Zoom 
church service we remember to stop our cuckoo clock 
so the sound won’t be heard. However, on April 11 we 
forgot to do this. Marjorie had already told us in her 
sermon that the Sunday after Easter is sometimes 
known as Humor Sunday. As Dick was reading the 
Prayers of the People, our clock cuckooed ten times. 
Everyone in the Zoom Room then knew that we have a 
cuckoo clock. At Coffee Hour several people commented on this and I men-
tioned that we have several unique clocks; Marjorie suggested that we write 
about them for Grace Notes. 
  
Each of our three most notable clocks has a story to tell. We live in the house 
where I grew up, a house that my parents and maternal grandparents had built 
in 1934, just before my parents were married. I imagine they moved things in 
quickly and the gingerbread clock ended up in the storage area under the 
eaves. My father found it many years later and had it restored. I’m reasonably 
sure that this clock is over 100 years old but still accurately chimes the hour 
and half hour. 
  
In 1968 we received our first cuckoo clock from Grace Church friends who 
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were stationed in Germany. It traveled to Germany with us when we 
moved there in 1969 and brought it home with us in 1971. It worked for 
many years, but at some point got damaged and could no longer be re-
paired. We wanted another one. In 2005 we traveled to Germany to attend 
the wedding of one of our German exchange students. While there we 
went shopping and bought the cuckoo clock we now have. All our grand-
children have enjoyed watching the cuckoo come out. As toddlers they 
would ask to be held up, especially at noon when the cuckoo popped out 
twelve times! Our children never paid any attention to it; the clock was 
just a normal part of home. 
  
In 1969 when we were living in Germany, we bought our grandmother 
clock there.  It is a little shorter than a grandfather clock and plays the 
Westminster Quarters. The top of the clock has a decorative piece that is 
removable.  On our first move in Manchester (less than a mile from one 
home to another) we had this clock in the back of a pickup truck. When we 
got to the new house, the top of the clock was missing. My mother retraced 
our steps and found the top unharmed on the side of the road. We recently 
had to have this clock repaired for more money than we had originally 
paid for it! 
  
In addition to these clocks we have two identical battery operated clocks 
that we each received when we retired from our respective school districts. 
One of these is in our bedroom. We have a friend who received a similar 
clock when she retired. She said she had to turn off the sound because it 
kept her awake. I love lying in bed and listening to each clock’s sounds, 
set about a minute apart. 

Nancy-Ann Feren 
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GEC Book Group Update 

This month ten members of our parish book group gathered on Zoom to dis-
cuss the book The Red Ribbon: A Memoir of Lightning and Rebuilding After 
Loss by Nancy Freud Bills.  The book centers around a tragic, real life acci-
dent that occurred in the summer of 1994 when the author's son (who lived) 
and husband (who died) were both struck by lightning.  In the author's note, 
Bills explains, "I wrote the stories, the chapters, one at a time.  Each bubbled 
up in my mind and heart, determined to be written."  This format, of individ-
ual memories, pieced together into one memoir, was a powerful path towards 
the author sharing her personal journey of grief.  We are grateful to Renee 
Van Leuvan, GEC book group member, who went to an author's lecture for 
this book at the Bookery and recommended this wonderful read to us.  Mem-
bers of the book group shared personal stories about the deaths of significant 
family and friends that touched their lives and how the loss of people we love 
always remains with us. 
 

All too often our group selects challenging, serious, disturbing, and/or sad 
books to read.  However, our May choice for reading is a classic that is full of 
joy, fun, and mischief—Anne Of Green Gables.  Written in 1908, this book is 
the first and most popular novel of an eight book series written by the Cana-
dian author, Lucy Maud Montgomery.  The series centers around the main 
character, Anne Shirley, a strong-willed and imaginative orphan girl.  Anne's 
world is forever changed when she is adopted by Matthew and Marilla Cuth-
bert, a brother and sister who in their old age are looking for someone to help 
them work their family farm.  The Cuthberts asked for a boy, but instead are 
sent a freckle faced, read headed girl who is desperate to find a place and a 
people to call her own.  Several movies and television shows have told the 
story of Anne, including the newly popular Netflix series, Anne with an E. 
 

Take note, in 2022 our group will be reading the important and groundbreak-
ing book Caste: The Origins of Our Discontent, by Isabel Wilkerson.  This 
bestselling book examines the unspoken system that has shaped America and 
shows how our lives today are still defined by a hierarchy of human divi-
sions.   
 

On Thursday, May 6, from 3:45 to 5 pm, Isabel Wilkerson will give the inau-
gural William H. Hedeman Lecture. This free online lecture will be followed 
by a Q&A moderated by Johns Hopkins School of Education Dean Christo-
pher Morphew.  If you would like to attend this free, virtual lecture, registra-
tion can be accessed using this link:  https://www.eventbrite.com/e/isabel-
wilkerson-on-caste-the-origins-of-our-discontents-tickets-148055940303 

Also, as we move towards the summer, here is our selected list of books we 
have made it our goal to read.  Feel free to read ahead and join us at future 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/isabel-wilkerson-on-caste-the-origins-of-our-discontents-tickets-148055940303
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/isabel-wilkerson-on-caste-the-origins-of-our-discontents-tickets-148055940303
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meetings. 
 

For the remainder of 2021: 
June - I Will Always Write Back by Martin Ganda and Caitlin Alifrenka 

July - Beartown by Fredrick Backman 

August - Lilac Girls by Martha Hall Kelly 

September - The Book of Lost Friends by Lisa Wingate 

October - Apeirogon by Colum McCann 

November - The Midnight Library by Matt Haig 

December - Unbroken: A World War II Story of Survival, Resilience and Re-
demption by Laura Hillenbrand 
 

For 2022: 
January - The Gown by Jennifer Robson 

February - The Warmth of Other Suns by Isabel Wilkerson 

March - The Only Woman in the Room by Marie Benedict 
April - The Good Earth by Pearl Buck 

May - The Kitchen Front by Jennifer Ryan 

June - CASTE The Origins of Our Discontent by Isabel Wilkerson 

July - The Four Winds by Kristen Hannah 

August - A Good Apology: Four Steps to Make Things Right by Molly Howes 
PhD. 
 

Don't forget our monthly discussion group occurs at 12 noon on the 3rd Tues-
day of every month.  Please consider joining us on Tuesday, May 18th.  

Diocesan Wide Book Group Discussion  

This Eastertide, the stone of social isolation is rolling 
away and new life is emerging thanks to vaccinations. 
As we begin to consider our return from exile, how 
can we claim the gifts we have been given during this 
time?  How do we decide what to pick back up, and 
what to leave behind for good? How can we be as 
intentional about our discipleship as we are about get-
ting back into our buildings?  Who is God calling us 
to be in this new time?  
 

In this season, the Episcopal Church of New Hamp-
shire offers an online opportunity to discuss these 
questions as we renew our commitment to following 
Jesus and walking the Way of Love.  The Church 
Cracked Open: Disruption, Decline, and New Hope 
for Beloved Community by the Rev. Canon Stephanie 
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Spellers has just been published.  In the introduction she writes, “God is break-
ing open the church and pouring us out … in order to remake us and use us to 
serve God’s dream for the whole world.  We are the broken jar.  It hurts and it 
sucks … and I think it’s a gift.” 
 

Our diocesan office will be forming book discussion groups that span across 
New Hampshire and beyond for four meetings in May and June.  Various days 
and times will be offered/determined by individual groups.  
 

Interested in learning more?  Go to the following link https://
www.surveymonkey.com/r/DS7JZ7Q to express your interest in joining a 
group or to offer to be a discussion group leader.   Note that the book is easily 
available for purchase on Amazon (Kindle Edition - $10.49/Paperback $16.95) 

Going Green 
Several years ago, I was working at church and hap-
pened to go into the sanctuary.  It was after Thanksgiv-
ing and people were putting up a tree and other decora-
tions for Christmas.  Up at the front, Ken Grinnell was 
practicing his music on the organ.  I commented that 
environmentalists would be really happy because the 
church was going green, and the music was organ-ic.  
 

Just recently, Nancy-Ann and I were hiking on a trail in Hooksett. It was the 
first time in a while that we had been out that close to nature, and I thought of 
the comment I mentioned above.  Specifically, I was focusing on moss.  As we 
walked along, I wondered how many people might look at moss in a negative 
way.  If moss starts to creep into a lawn, it can be seen as intrusive.  From the 
perspective of Nancy-Ann and me, the moss is a welcome visitor and hopefully 
a permanent resident.  It serves as a ground cover, and doesn’t need to be 
mowed.  Caring for grass can take a lot of time and energy.  To put it into per-
spective, think how much energy is needed for farming and growing 
crops.  Lawn grass is the world’s largest cultivated crop, so maintaining it re-
quires a lot of effort.  
 

Now, let’s look at moss in another way.  Walking along the trail, I could see 
several places where moss was growing on a rock or a stump, which indicates 
to me that nature is literally “going green.”  It is going green because of the col-
or, and because the growth of moss is part of nature’s process of recycling the 
rocks and the wood that it is growing on.  
 

In addition to the moss, I consider things such as lichen and mushrooms as be-
ing part of nature’s green future.  They aren’t usually as green as moss, and are 
often looked at in a negative way, but they are part of the recycling process and 
help nature in the effort of going green.  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/DS7JZ7Q
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/DS7JZ7Q
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Now let’s switch our thoughts from nature and woods to humans and socie-
ty.  Are there things we don’t like that happen in society? Are there people 
who have opinions that we don’t agree with? I’m sure we all have examples 
for both of these. 
 

In the case of events or conditions we don’t like, consider looking at them 
in a way that might indicate a positive outcome.  I can’t think of anyone 
who is excited about the social restrictions because of the covid pandemic, 
but many of the adaptations we have had to make are going to allow us to 
improve the ways we do some things.  It’s like getting a green light into 
new adventures and new methods. As far as people you don’t like or don’t 
agree with, consider talking with them to better understand their perspec-
tive.  This might also be a green light into areas you never thought you’d 
go.  
 

Adapting to social changes, and re-visiting how we look at things can bring 
us to a new “green light” and result in ways that we can all work better to-
gether.  
  

Dick Feren 

A New Group for Thinking Adults 

A friend of mine belongs to a group which sounds like 
an opportunity for some Grace Church folks to 
try.  The gentleman who started my friend’s group “felt 
very strongly that we must get to know others, and 
‘hear their story’ so that we can better appreciate where 
they are coming from, and why they think as they do”. 
 

Those in the group provide an opportunity for serious and thoughtful con-
versation on any number of topics, without being dismissed, judged, or la-
beled for their views and opinions. The ability to quietly listen, reflect, and 
respectfully engage in meaningful discussion are the goals of each meeting. 
 

It’s easy to participate in a group where everyone thinks alike, or has a 
common interest.  I belong to two book groups, a photography group, and 
the Chester Democrats.  It’s clear that there is likely to be little controversy 
at meetings.  We like to read, or take pictures, or strategize for the good of 
New Hampshire.  There isn’t much of a chance for serious disagreement 
among members. 
 

What would you think of being part of a group consisting of different politi-
cal persuasions, one where everyone may be in a different place on their 
faith journey, or has decided opinions on controversial issues? 
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I’m thinking that ten members may work best, to give everyone a chance to be 
heard.  We would agree on the group norms. 
 

So, what do you think?  The more diverse the group is, the better to learn from 
differing points of view.  I welcome your feedback. Please contact the church 
for my contact information. 

 

Jane+   (Jane W Van Zandt) 

Easter Drive-By Eucharist 
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Thanks and blessings to the continued support of our Drive-By Eucharist 
team.  This Easter the following leaders were present to distribute joy and 
Holy Communion: the Reverends Allan Knight, Jane Van Zandt, Michael 
Andres, Marjorie Gerbracht-Stagnaro, Vestry member Hank Gagnon and 
Greg Gagnon, Brian Guimond, and warden Christopher Messier.  We hand-
ed out 95 units of vacuum sealed communion! 
 

Our next Drive By Communion will take place on Sunday, May 23rd from 
12 to 12:45 PM in honor of Pentecost. 

Easter Deliveries 
Special thanks to Carter Beck, Ken Grinnell, Moe 
Egan Thomas, Nancy-Ann Feren, and our rector for 
organizing and delivering 30 Easter Egg Hunt To-
Go bags for our parish youth and 18 Easter lilies to 
our homebound parishioners.  We are grateful our 
leaders and parishioners continue to reach out to one 
another in love in creative ways. 

Greetings from the Reverend 
John Yen 
The Reverend John Yen and our rector recently caught up by phone.  John 
asked that our parish continue to pray for the health of his wife, Rebec-
ca.  He wanted his Grace Church family here in Manchester to know he is 
now serving at Saint Paul the Apostle Sudanese Episcopal Church in Phoe-
nix Arizona.  Please continue to keep John and Rebecca in your prayers. 
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Palm Sunday Drive-By 
Special thanks to everyone who attended our 2021 Palm Sunday Drive-By 
Eucharist and Palms Distribution.  We had our best attendance ever since 
beginning our Drive-By Eucharist monthly gatherings several months ago. 
 

Special thanks to the Reverends Jane Van Zandt and Michael Andres, 
Warden Christopher Messier, Vestry Member Hank Gagnon and his won-
derful husband Greg Gagnon, Brian Guimond, and our rector for their ho-
ly presence and service despite overcast skies and a bit of rain. 
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Wedding Announcement 
Congratulations to the newly married Samuel 
Chamberlain & Suzanne Lassise!  Samuel is the 
son of parishioners Doug and Linda Chamber-
lain.  The couple’s wedding took place in NYC 
on April 24th, 2021.  Photo credit: Linda Cham-
berlain. 
 

Manchester Choral Society  
Concert Announcement 
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Milestones 
Happy Birthday to the following May birthdays celebrants! 

O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we pray, on your serv-
ants as they begin another year.  Grant that they may grow in wisdom and 
grace, and strengthen their trust in your goodness all the days of their lives; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

      Book of Common Prayer, page 830 

  
If you don’t see your birthday listed that means that we do not have it.  Please 
call the office so that your special day can be acknowledged – or if we have it 
wrong, please let us know that also. 

Vestry Meeting 

Wednesday, March 17, 2021 

Present: Valerie Anderson, Gail Austin, Amy Brumfield, Carol Cote, Hank 
Gagnon, Nancy Johnson, Ken Kjellander, Teddi McIntosh, Christopher 
Messier, Gail Schuman, the Reverend Dr. Marjorie Ann Gerbracht-Stagnaro, 
Eileen Suckley, Barnaby Thomas, Chris Turner. Meghann White 

Excused Absences:  David Roy 

This meeting was conducted via Zoom. Rev. Marjorie opened the meeting at 
7:05 PM with a prayer. We continued with the reading of the Norms. 

VOTE:   A motion to accept the reports with a consent agenda vote was 
made by Hank, seconded by Gail S, and was carried.  The reports included 
are Clerk’s Report (February, 2021), Rector’s Report (February, 2021/March, 
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2021), Planning and Finance Reports (March 10, 2021), and the Property Re-
port (March 3, 2021). 

Gail A. presented the three most significant items in the February financial as 
follows: 

• Significant pledge prepayments were received in February account-
ing for the $26.5K favorable to budget. 

• Operating Fund cash balance of $122.9K remains positive, thanks 
primarily to the proceeds from the PPP loan of $46.9K, the transfer of 
$28.7K in April 2020 of misclassified cash, and spending restraint over 
the time of church building shutdown. 
• New fund established with $5.0K bequest from the Knab Estate for 
use in handicap access. 

She updated us on the Cash Management Project.  The two CDs were pur-
chased at Primary Bank.  She could not open an account with Triangle Bank 
or DCU.  Bellwether Community Credit Union provides 0.55% interest for 
the first 90 days and 0.35% thereafter. 

VOTE:  A motion was made by Valerie, seconded by Gail S to open a mon-
ey market account at Bellwether Community Credit Union.  The motion car-
ried. 

Nancy will provide a declaration indicating that the Vestry has approved 
these measures and listing the signers that Gail A requires.  

Amy reported that the previous five-year audit had been done at Plodzik and 
Sanderson by David Perry. Sylvia Petro is available to do the required five-
year audit this year; the estimate for the audit is $15K-$19K. 

VOTE:  A motion was made by Valerie, seconded by Carol to use the 
Plodzik and Sanderson firm for the audit and to have Gail confirm the cost 
range which she is to send to the Vestry. The motion carried. 

Meghann reported that she had received a grant request from IINE. Girls at 
Work and the Manchester Music School had been selected to be the grant 
recipients in 2020, but due to the Covid disruption no grants had been is-
sued.  The Vestry concurred with Meghann that both be contacted to see if 
they would like to be considered in 2021.  She asked how much we would 
want to fund this year. She will call a meeting of the Grant Committee who 
will review all the requests. 

Rev. Marjorie reported that donations made at Easter (memorials and for 
flowers) would be given to Central HS and earmarked for the purchase of 



20  

 
musical instruments. She said that $1000 would be given to IINE by Out-
reach. 

The office computer issues have been and will be addressed by the IT compa-
ny that Gary York recommended. 

The Securitas Night Security is working well. There was only one incident 
this past week and three weeks ago three people were escorted off the premis-
es. 

The Wi-Fi is installed throughout the church.  The alter has the speed needed 
for livestreaming but a bit more work is needed to be able to have multiple 
devices used at the same time to live stream.  

Three parts of the Easter service will be prerecorded and these videos will be 
loaded onto Zoom. 

The steeplejack performed an on-site inspection and found that the support 
timbers are in great shape; all the louvers need replacement.  Mark Goldstein 
of Milestone will provide a complete summary of the inspection results. 

Valerie, Gail S, and Nancy will assist in screening qualified contractors for 
the Kitchen Project.  After the three members meet, they will have a meeting 
with Ken Rhodes and Gary York to go over health code requirements and 
mechanical needs. 

We reviewed the Holy Week services. Easter lilies will be delivered to the 
home-bound and painted rocks for the children. 

Vacation coverage for the staff was discussed. Rev. Marjorie will take her 
vacation for the month of August.  Her replacement needs to be contacted 
soon and needs to be told how the services will be held. The services in Au-
gust will be via Zoom – even if we have been opened before that.  

The Vestry discussed a suggestion made by Rev. Fred as a starting point to 
address what we had learned from the MMR.  The Vestry would prefer that a 
note be sent to the parishioners rather than calling them on the phone to touch 
base and see how all were doing.  A suggestion was made that we have a sec-
tion in the newsletter to “meet your Vestry”. 

The plexiglass has been installed on 18 windows for security.  The Vestry 
had approved that 12 windows have plexiglass installed. 

VOTE: A motion that a check with the proper authorities must be done be-
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fore any additional work may be authorized was made by Christopher and 
seconded by Gail S. The motion was approved. 

The next Vestry meeting April 18th. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Nancy Johnson, Clerk 
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