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Rector’s Reflection – Charrette Work Matters 
On the final Friday of a work week before taking leave on my summer 
vacation, I was blessed to attend an event titled “Plan NH Neighborhood 
Community Design Charrette.”  Full disclosure: though I consider myself 
a literate person and over my lifetime had heard the word “charette, I had 
no idea what it meant.  So I looked up the word online and found this 
definition in the Oxford Dictionary: char·rette/SHəˈret/noun - “a meeting 
in which all stakeholders in a project attempt to resolve conflicts and 
map solutions.” 

And so it came to pass that on Friday, June 28th at 3:30 PM nearly 100 
people gathered in Central High School’s cafeteria as stakeholders who 
care about our city and those who live on the streets of Manchester.  At 
this meeting community leaders of all shapes, beliefs, ages, and sizes 
came together to talk, dream, and wonder together as a collective unit of 
people who care about the City of Manchester.  Leaders from churches 
and businesses, as well as staff and clients of Families in Transition and 
New Horizons, brainstormed in round table format about how to make 
our downtown New Horizons building more inviting and welcoming.  
The power of three simple questions shaped our time together.  What do 
you see?  What do you want to see?  What else do we need to know?  
People spoke with gusto about adding more green space, a water feature, 
a park for children, comfortable seating shaded by brightly colored awn-
ings or trees, art work, and even, perhaps, a memorial naming the home-
less who had lived, moved, and had their being in Manchester, then gone 
on to God.  There was a collective hope about creating a New Horizons 
building that everyone, not just the homeless, would want to visit.   

Anyone who lived or visited in Manchester sees a whole lot.  Driving 
down a single street of our city we might see a perfectly painted, well 
landscaped house next to another home falling into disrepair.  We see 
people shopping and lunching downtown against panhandlers and those 
who have nowhere to lay their heads.  We see wealthy and poor mixing 
together.  We see wheat and weeds, as Jesus would say.  All what we see 
is diverse.  All of what we behold is God’s creation. 
 
A few months ago, one day when our staff entered our parish campus we 
saw a host of things that made us sad and anxious.  The historic wooden 
door of our church damaged.  Offices torn apart.  A window broken.  Our 
safe cracked open.  But against that reality, we all beheld and witnessed a 



4  

 

beautiful thing.  Staff, your church wardens, members of our property 
committee, our Music Department, officers from the Manchester Police 
Department, Benji Ambrosi, a member of our bishop’s staff, all gathered 
together in a charette.  All stakeholders, divine children who love God, 
love being Episcopal, and quite frankly, love Grace Church.  So many 
gifted people, staying cool, taking stock of what was damaged and what 
needed to be done next to restore the historic beauty, holiness, loveliness 
of our campus.  So many hardworking, dedicated people sitting around 
the table of our Parish Library breaking bread in the form of subway 
sandwiches from Alley Cat Pizzeria.  
 
Since that time many conversations have been had within our Grace 
Church family about how we can make our campus feel more secure.  
We’ve brainstormed together about how we can feel safe in our sacred 
space.  One of the results of that thoughtfulness is that this week, thanks 
to the support of our Vestry, our Property team, and the leadership of pa-
rishioner Gary York, permanent panic buttons were installed in three 
places: the rector’s office, our main office, and our financial office.  Ad-
ditionally, another four panic buttons were purchased that can be worn as 
necklaces.  These pendants can and will be worn by ushers, liturgical 
leaders, childcare coordinators, and Sunday School teachers to connect us 
to the Manchester Police Department.  With the push of a button, we can 
simply call upon our uniformed men and women to come and be among 
us and help us.  I hope and pray when you see one of our parish leaders 
wearing one of these pendants it will give you peace of mind and heart. 
 
Faithful ones, when it comes to coming to Grace Church: What do you 
see?  What do you want to see?  What else do we need to know?  Share 
your thoughts and dreams regarding these questions with our Grace 
Church clergy, our staff, our Vestry, and one another.   
 
The title of next month’s Rector’s Reflection?  “Backyard Barbecues – 
Times To Trade Faith Stories.” 

         
 Much love, 

        Marjorie + 
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Lydia E. Adams - 1931-2019 
Our beloved Lydia Adams, a parishioner of 
Grace Church for over 40 years and head of 
the Altar Guild for many of those years, 
passed away on July 16, 2019.  Eileen Suck-
ley delivered the following message at Lyd-
ia’s memorial service on August 3rd and with 
her permission, is printed below. 

 
 
Reflections of a Friend 
In the book of Acts, Luke recounts the so-
journs of the first missionaries of the early church. Paul, Timothy and 
Silas are traveling throughout the region of Macedonia when they meet a 
woman called Lydia. She was a woman of some substance, a merchant of 
fine textiles who had learned to hold her own in the midst of a male dom-
inated culture. Luke tells us that upon hearing Paul preach, Lydia opened 
her heart and subsequently her home. As a result of her largesse, the 
church found its first foothold in Phillippi. 
 
Our Lydia was cut from the same cloth. Universally loved, she listened 
like few of us take the time to do – always with an open heart and a will-
ingness to respond. 
 
She was my first friend at Grace Church. We had a good deal in com-
mon. We both loved old movies and Frank Sinatra We both loved the 
poetry of the liturgy. We both married quiet stalwart men. We both had 
to adjust our dreams of houses filled with laughing boisterous children.  
 
In the early days when I visited Lydia, I would often have to shout to 
find her – usually out in some remote part of her garden. It was a little 
Eden because Lydia had the ability to coax growth and beauty out of the 
soil. I was to discover that she had the same facility with people. As the 
years passed, the boundary of that garden shrank until it was little more 
than a half moon surrounding her doorway. Now when I would come for 
a visit, Lydia was nearly always inside. She would hear my tread on the 
back steps and before I could reach the top, the door would open and 
there was Lydia, bent but smiling. The aroma of fresh coffee and some-
thing baking would fill the air. “Come in! Come in!” she would say. 
“Now you sit right here in your chair. I’ve made us a treat.” The sounds 
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and smells of those visits will remain in my heart forever. The slight 
chink of the china cups in their saucers. The smell of cinnamon and nut-
meg. The gentle lilt of her voice and those clear china blue eyes. Those 
times remains the most comforting and affirming ritual I have ever 
known. Our talks were wide ranging. Sometimes we would speak of 
politics, books and our gardens. She knew the history of the parish – all 
the shakers and movers who had passed on. She would tell me tales of 
her life in Orlando before the days of Disney, of her life growing up in 
the suburbs of Boston. Very often she would speak of her husband, 
Leroy. Her memories brought him to life for me. Lydia was as much a 
married woman thirty years after his death as she became the day they 
took their vows. 
  
Two years ago, my husband was seriously ill and for a few days his con-
dition was grave indeed. Time passed and he recovered but I was shaken 
to the core. Soon afterwards I found myself talking to Lydia. “I’ve lost 
my peace of mind. It was such a close call. I wake up in the middle of 
the night thinking about it. I can’t lose them, Lydia. I can’t lose my hus-
band or my son.” Many would leap into the conversation at that point 
with well-intentioned but empty assurances and disclaimers. Lydia did-
n’t. In fact, she didn’t say anything for a few moments. Then she said, 
“Things change – whether we want them to, whether we’re ready or not. 
You can nurture and cherish. What you can’t do is protect them from 
everything. But if you continually fret about what may happen tomor-
row, you squander the joy that is yours today.”  Those words meant 
something because they came from someone who had experienced loss 
firsthand. And they came from someone who was facing it again. Lydia 
wasn’t getting better and the prospect of returning home became more 
remote with every passing day. As she had done so often before, she 
faced the reality squarely – with dignity, grace and quiet courage. 
 
Lydia’s death leaves a void for many of us that will never be filled in 
quite the same way. There are moments when I am overcome with grief. 
But when I step back from the sense of loss, I realize what a precious 
gift her presence has been. She so thoroughly embodied the essence of a 
good friend: One who seeks to listen, to understand and who is willing 
to stand beside you without flinching to face whatever comes. And in 
the fullness of that recognition, what is there to say except “Bless you, 
my friend. Stay well until God gathers us all up and we meet again.”  

 
Eileen Suckley 
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Sketch of Lydia Adams and Father Allan Knight by Rob Fox 

 
The Good Shepherd 
A Homily for Lydia Adams’ Memorial Service 
August 3rd, 2019 ~ The Reverend Maryan Davis 
 
Nothing seems to be more comforting for many of us at a time of loss 
then a vision of Jesus; the Good Shepherd, carrying a sheep of his own 
flock on his shoulder as he walks about the fields of life that lead us be-
side the still waters of grace and renewal, while teaching us God’s Way 
of Love. The image is beautiful, serene, and joyous all in one!  Beautiful 
in the sense of the profound and loving care Jesus provides for all God’s 
people.  Serene in the peace-filled way he enfolds each one of us in his 
tender arms of mercy in our time of need.  And joyous in the way we feel 
blessed with the knowledge of a God we can trust who will always re-
main the grounding source of our lives, even when we find ourselves 
walking through the valleys of the darkest and most troubling times in 
our earthly journey. 
  
As members of the body of Christ, and heirs of the royal priesthood, 
through our baptism we believe that Jesus will always abide in us as we 
abide in him.  Jesus laid down his life for our salvation and lovingly went 
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before us to prepare a place for us in his heavenly Kingdom. 
  
Each one of us present here today is called by the Good Shepherd 
to a ministry of love that requires us to pour out our hearts in a 
way of life consistent with a pattern of mercy and kindness for all 
people.  A life that comes about while planting the seeds of com-
passion and love into the hearts of all who seek the ways of jus-
tice, peace, and integrity that bring about a unity within the diver-
sity of all people here on earth.  Trusting that in so doing we will, 
with God’s help, build faith-filled communities that serve to 
strengthen the integrity of all Gods’ people. 
 
I think Lydia knew this way of living and blessed us all with her 
graceful ways of abiding in God’s love: Unless of course we for-
got to wear our little white gloves when working at the altar.  
Lydia served the Lord with a joy, and a commitment to love as he 
loves us. 
  
Our decisions in this life make all the difference.  To be a faithful 
servant of Jesus we must always listen and discern how we are 
being called to create a sense of hospitality, centered in love, for 
all Gods’ people we encounter along life’s way.  And like the 
Good Shepherd taught us, as he walked the vast and most diffi-
cult fields of life, to continually accept God’s call to follow him 
in the Way of Love. 
  
If we look at the beautiful stained-glass window above the altar 
of this sanctuary, we can see Jesus with two of his closest friends, 
Mary and Martha.  The story painted into that window displays 
the deep love the two sisters hold for their friend Jesus.  And Je-
sus’ sustaining and all-encompassing love for them.  Their names 
will forever remain in my heart as Lydia Adams and Ruth Mal-
lett.  For these two women loved the Lord their God with all their 
hearts and with all their minds and with all their souls.  Even as 
they squabbled about the way the altar was to be set for a fes-
tival Eucharist!   
  
Yet, to their honor, I can also tell you that they could be seen in 
the chapel after Eucharist every Sunday morning.  Holding the 
hands of the ones whose hearts ached with life’s realities in a way 
that brought them a sense of peace and hope.  I know because 
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their beautiful and loving prayers of tender mercy and kindness 
brought uncontrollable tears to my eyes the first Sunday I ever at-
tended Grace Church.  Remembering that day and a commentary I 
recently read I began to hear the biblical meaning of love as a 
source of commitment, loyalty, and action, rather than one of emo-
tional feelings.  It expressed the importance of how we approach 
and invite others into the community of Christ’s fold.  For love is 
an act of hospitality and a grace beyond all measure.   
  
That said: to love all God’s people is to take responsibility for 
their well-being.  To abide in Christ as He abides in us and to 
dwell in harmony with all creation, with the intent to love and care 
for all God’s own with impeccable grace.   
  
And that’s the blessing Lydia enriched our lives with every day.  
Because Lydia walked the Way of Love in all she did for Grace 
Church and the world beyond our doors. 
  
In a few minutes we will walk together as a community to the altar 
to receive the Blessed Sacrament of the Body and Blood of our 
Savior Jesus Christ.  We will stand side by side in community, not 
only to be consoled in our sorrow, but to be nourished and 
strengthened for the journey ahead.  Forgiven, renewed, and 
blessed in our call as Christ’s own to love and serve all people 
with a singleness of heart and a welcoming spirit of hospitality.  
And to be sent out to do the work Jesus has taught us to do, as He 
walked the Way of Love each and every day of His life and minis-
try!! 
 
Let us pray: O God of grace and glory, we remember before you 
this day our sister Lydia.  We thank you for giving her to us, her 
family and friends, to know and to love as a companion on our 
earthly pilgrimage.  In your boundless compassion console us who 
mourn.  Give us faith to see in death the gate of eternal life, so that 
in quiet confidence we may continue our course on earth, until, by 
Your call, we are reunited with those who have gone before; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  AMEN.  (Taken from The Book of Common 
Prayer, page 493). 
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Support National Ataxia Foundation 
Ken and I continue to support the efforts of the National Ataxia Foun-
dation and their efforts to support research for a cure for ataxia. We 
continue to fund raise for the National Ataxia Foundation because they 
do amazing work,  because we believe that treatment and a cure will be 
found for this rare disease and we invite you, our church family, to sup-
port our campaign. 
  
The Northern New England Walk n' Roll to Cure Ataxia will be 
held Saturday, October 5th, Registration at 9 a.m., Walk at 10 a.m., at 
the Aviation Museum of New Hampshire in Londonderry. 
  
No registration fee - Donations only. You may donate online: 
https://app.mobilecause.com/vf/AtaxiaWalkNH/JillandKenPorter  
 
(let me know if you would like the link emailed to you), by check or by 
cash (give directly to Jill or mail) or by text: AtaxiaWalkNH10 to 
71777 (msg. and data rates may apply).  For additional information con-
tact me. .We look forward to your support, whatever that may be. 

         
 Jill & Ken Porter   

 

Grace House Up and Humming 
Grace House has 6 new tenants for this school year. The City Year 
Corps members have begun training and will be working in one of 
Manchester’s elementary schools. They will be busy providing a variety 
of support activities to teachers and students alike. 
  
Lindsay Veilleux grew up in Enfield, CT and has just graduated from 
college. She loves dance and theatre and has choreographed 3 middle 
school musicals. 
  
Anna Vassallo recently graduated from UConn and hopes to become a 
school psychologist. She’ll bring her love of dogs and coloring to 
school every day. 
  
Nicole Dutka grew up in Connecticut and recently graduated from 
UConn. She enjoys making art for her friends, and her talent is on dis-
play at Grace House. 
  

https://app.mobilecause.com/vf/AtaxiaWalkNH/JillandKenPorter
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All of our new Corps members are settling into the house and looking for-
ward to the challenges of the year ahead. I can attest that they are bringing 
a spirit of adventure and a sense of humor; and we welcome them all to the 
Grace Church Family! 
 

        Ann Hewens 
       Grace House Manager 
 

Reflections and Thoughts 
Church Style:  Part I 
Do Grace Church Services Make it a High Church? 

 
Over the years, I have wondered about how to tell if a church is or is not a 
High church, so I did some looking.  The following two descriptions from 
articles that appeared on the crivoice website (http://www.crivoice.org/
index.html) gave me some insight.  Based on these descriptions, I would 
say that Grace could be categorized as a “High Church.”   
 
1. Those traditions that follow more priestly models, ranging from Catho-

lic to Anglican, or those that tend to follow a more liturgical form of 
worship in which the service is structured around a Theology of Word 
and Table, ranging from Lutheran to some Methodists, are considered 
"high church."  (From article "Low Church and High Church", Copy-
right © 2018, Dennis Bratcher) 

2. The concept of the word and table or word and sacrament is an ex-
pression drawn from a particular theology of worship that has its roots 
deep in the early church. A service of the word and table is worship 
that emphasizes the dual aspects of the spoken word built around 
Scripture and the embodied word centered on the celebration of the 
Eucharist or Communion. (From article “Word and Table: Reflections 
on a Theology of Worship”, Copyright © 2018, Dennis Bratcher) 

 
But there is another added perspective; specifically, the use of the word 
“service.”  It could refer to activities inside the church, or it could refer to 
activities done outside the church.  The above passages use the word to 
refer to the time when we are all sitting together in church and taking part 
in the “service,” however you wish to define or describe it.  The other 
meaning of “service” could be the ways that the church/parish reaches out 
into the community and serves other people.  As such, the church is per-
forming a “service,” even if it is not during a worship “service.”   
 

http://www.crivoice.org/index.html
http://www.crivoice.org/index.html
http://www.crivoice.org/wordtable.html
http://www.crivoice.org/wordtable.html
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Examples of this other meaning of “service” could include the Dr Seuss 
Breakfast, the Mitten Tree/Giving Tree, Laundry Love, and New Hori-
zons.  At least one other parishioner has commented that they thought 
the term high church referred to churches that did a lot of outreach.  
That could certainly be another way of looking at Grace as a “High” 
church.   
  
Now, does reaching out encourage welcoming in?  More on that per-
spective in the next Newsletter.   

         
 Dick Feren 

Note: Here are links to the quoted passages: 
(1) http://www.crivoice.org/lowhighchurch.html 
(2) http://www.crivoice.org/wordtable.html  

 
Annual Grace Church Knitting Retreat 
Be sure to mark your calendars for October 26, 2019, the date of the an-
nual Grace Church Knitting, Crochet, any kind of handwork you fancy 
Retreat. It will run from 9AM to 3PM. A simple lunch of soup and 
bread will be served along with water, coffee and tea. Attendees are 
asked to bring an easy to eat food to share. A receptacle will be availa-
ble for FREE WILL OFFERINGS to help with the roof fundraiser.  
 
This is always a terrific time, with people from all over the area partici-
pating. It seems like more crafters come each year. We hope you will be 
one of them!! Please join us that day for some crafty fun!!  
 
Any questions can be addressed to Linda Chamberlain or Karen West. 

 
Grace Church Book Group Fall Reading List 
The Grace Church Book Group will be gathering for another year of 
lively book discussion beginning in September.  All are welcomed 
whether you were able to read the book or not.  Bring a friend to share 
an hour or so of discussion and good food.  Our potluck lunches are al-
ways a treat.  The gathering begins at noon in the Grace Church Library 
on the third Tuesday of each month. The Fall reading selections are: 

• The Rent Collector by Camron Wright - 9/17 

• Quiet: The Power of Introverts in a World That Can’t Stop Talking 
by Susan Cain - 10/15 

• Mr. Churchill’s Secretary by Susan Ella MacNeal - 11/19 

http://www.crivoice.org/lowhighchurch.html
http://www.crivoice.org/wordtable.html
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The St. Michael’s Children’s Chimers and Chanters 
Begin Year Number Four! 
It hardly seems possible how quickly the time has flown by. We are 
now beginning our fourth year with the children rehearsing music 
during Sunday School and participating in worship on the third Sun-
day of the month with musical offerings. By my count, fifteen to 
twenty of our children and guests have presented nearly twenty songs 
and hymns so far. The cheerful intensity with which they have 
chimed and sung is a joyful thing to see. It is a credit to them and 
their parents in staying faithful to the program, which has become a 
ministry to them and all of us. It is also miraculous to see the fruit of 
their labors in worship; often this is the result of just two or three 
Sunday mornings of preparation! 

  
We will begin things again on Sunday, September 15, at 10:00 am 
with a quick warm-up of one of our regular hymns, “Joyful, Joyful, 
We Adore Thee.” On Sunday, September 22 we will begin rehears-
ing again from 10:45-11:00 am during the Sunday School hour to 
prepare more music for the future. 

          
  Ken Grinnell  

 

Fall Schedule 
Two services will resume at 8 and 10:30 am on Sunday, Sept. 15.  
Church School will resume on Sunday September 15 at 10:30 am. 
Regular Office hours will resume on Tuesday, September 17th  (9am-
3 pm) through Friday.  The Office will be closed Labor Day, Septem-
ber 2nd  and Tuesday September 3rd. 
 

32nd Annual Apple Country Craft Fair 
St. Peter’s Apple Country Craft Fair will be held on Saturday and 
Sunday September 7th (9:30 – 4) and 8th (9:30 to 3:00) at St. Peter’s 
Episcopal Church, corner of Peabody Row and Mammoth Road in 
Londonderry.  70+ juried crafters from all over New England will dis-
play their handmade artwork including pottery, glass work, handmade 
jewelry, textiles and much more.  St. Peter’s Bistro will host home-
made baked goods, coffee, a grill table.  There will be the ever popu-
lar Junk for Jesus Sale and crafter raffle.  What better way to enjoy 
the last days of summer than a stroll through the Apple Country Craft 
Fair.  
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Getting Involved at Grace Episcopal Church 
Do you know all of the opportunities Grace Church offers its parishion-
ers as ways to get involved other than the Sunday morning services?  
Join the Fellowship Committee, as we host a Ministry Expo on Septem-
ber 22nd during both Coffee Hours and learn about the many opportuni-
ties to serve in the next ministry season.  There will be tables set up in 
the Great Hall with leaders from every ministry of the church that can 
help you find a place to invest your gifts and talents in the life of some-
one else.  Find out how you can get involved, get to know others who 
have the same gifts as you, and serve the church in meaningful ways that 
fit who you already are.  Don’t miss this opportunity to find the perfect 
place for you to participate in what God is doing at our church!  Food 
will be provided by the ministries who are participating in the exposi-
tion.  We hope to see you for this wonderful opportunity to get more in-
volved with Grace Episcopal Church. 
 
Attend the Ministry Expo on September 22nd! 

 
The Church Picnic Is Coming! 
On Sunday, September 8th, we will gather at the home of Tom and 
Christine Stevens at 11:30 for the Second Annual Grace Church Picnic. 
This event is sponsored by the Fellowship Committee. 
 
We had rave reviews from those who attended last year.  There was 
plenty of good food to eat, games to play, and wonderful conversations.  
The Steven’s have also offered up their pool for swimming.  Parents, 
you are responsible for the safety of your own children while they are 
swimming. There will not be a life guard on duty. 
 
This year the Fellowship committee will once again provide hamburg-
ers, hotdogs, and veggie burgers.  Please bring sides and desserts to 
share with everyone.  Bring your own drinks and chairs. 
 
Please contact Nancy Johnson,Teddi McIntosh or one of the Fellowship 
Committee members for more information. 
 
We look forward to seeing everyone there! 
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Message from Linda Garrish Thomas 
My Dear Fellow Grace Church Parishioners,  
  
It has been more than seven months now since my illness and shoul-
der replacement infection along with subsequent complications. 
Three hospitalizations, three surgeries on my shoulder, four months 
at least of skilled care in Bedford and Lebanon and as many weeks of 
IV antibiotic treatments, a few weeks isolated at home between sur-
geries advised not to drive, and months of worry regarding ever get-
ting functional movement back in my right shoulder. Two weeks ago 
I had my last surgery - a Reverse Shoulder Replacement. The special-
ist surgeon hopes I will be able at least to reach the top of my head 
with my hand so that I can do my hair and be more functional - espe-
cially considering I am very dominantly right handed! I have four 
more weeks in a special sling/pillow splint with again the advice not 
to drive. 
 
I have missed Grace Church and its fellowship very much. Prayer and 
some very special people have helped me in this difficult journey. I 
want to thank those of you who held me in prayer, communicated on 
Facebook, visited me, sent cards, or called. One very special person 
(aside from my wonderful son who lives in Portland) from Grace, 
who knows who she is, reminded me regularly that God was always 
with me. She did this with a quietly gentle, loving, compassionate, 
and giving nature (as well as that of her family). Six weeks of skilled 
care in Lebanon, nearby to DHMC, had me away from family and 
friends but was made easier when one of you connected me to former 
parishioners of Grace who now live in New London who visited me a 
few times and helped me get to one appointment back at the hospital. 
With so much time on my hands besides therapies for my other joints 
affected by my illness I was able to keep Internet connections to so-
cial justice issues I care so much about, but also to nearly daily cur-
rent events in our country that continue to sadden me. Yet those of 
you that held me in prayer reminded me so frequently of the inherent 
goodness in so many and the hope for positive humane change. I can-
not begin to thank you enough for that. With four more weeks while 
healing and trying to follow doctor’s orders on this last leg of my re-
covery journey you still may not see me at church as I am advised not 
to drive (which I did yesterday to my post op appointment in Leba-
non for want of another driver). I look forward to returning to Grace 
fellowship sometime in early September (hopefully), to eventually 
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resuming my teaching and mentoring of my South Sudanese friends, 
and hopefully rejoining out in the community social justice advoca-
cy and actions that I feel are so important. I have however tried to 
be diligent and compassionate as a Prayer Team member throughout 
my illness. 
 
I know there have been significant losses in Grace Church's family 
this year and you have all been in my prayers. I thank those of you 
who have shown me that Grace Church does step beyond prayers 
into holy action! 
  

     See you in September ... 
      Linda Garrish Thomas 

 
Milestones 
Happy Birthday to the following September birthday celebrants! 
 
[If you don’t see your birthday listed that means that we do not have 
it.  Please call the office so that your special day can be acknowl-
edged – or if we have it wrong, please let us know that also.] 
 
September 
3 Andrew Cline   18 Karen Grant 
4 Mark Anderson  19 Justin Otto 
5 Alycia Miner   20 Jill Porter 
6 James Everett   21 Olivia Phipps 
8 Doug Chamberlain   Barbara Hermann 
 Andrew Fox   27 Sue Critz  
13 Kaitlin Taylor   30 Rob Fox 
 Justin Otto    Genevieve Turner 
14 Bruce Thomas   
 Joan Holleran  
 
Watch over thy children, O Lord, as their days increase; bless and 
guide them wherever they may be. Strengthen them when they 
stand; comfort them when discouraged or sorrowful; raise them up 
if they fall; and in their hearts may thy peace which passeth under-
standing abide all the days of their lives; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  Amen. 

     Book of Common Prayer, page 830 
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VESTRY MEETING 
June 19, 2019 
 
Present:  Christopher Messier, Amy Brumfield, Linda Heath, Eileen Suck-
ley, Carol Cote, Valerie Anderson, Ken Kjellander, Gail Austin, Chris 
Turner, Hank Gagnon, Matt Serge, Meghann White 
 

Excused Absences:  Reverend Marjorie Gerbracht-Stagnaro, David Roy, 
Nancy Johnson 
 

Opening Prayer – Linda Heath 
Reading of the Norms 
 

Eileen Suckley was voted to act as Clerk Pro Temp for the evening. Motion 
made by Hank Gagnon, seconded by Matt Serge 
 

Consent Agenda to accept all committee minutes. Motion made by Christo-
pher Messier, seconded by Chris Turner. 
 

Gail Austin reviewed financial reports for the month. She highlighted the list 
of all small funds (temporarily restricted) and noted that Chimes for Children 
shows a negative balance. Dick Feren researched the matter and found 
that $1435 was mistakenly credited to Music/Choir. Correction will be re-
flected in next month’s report. Gail also noted that $758 remains in the ac-
count designated for maintenance of Grace House. She suggested we use 
those funds toward summer work.  
 

Gail received a suggestion that financial graphs indicate progress on a cu-
mulative basis. At present we are slightly ahead of the budget and ahead of 
last year. Individual contribution statements will be sent out at the end of 
June. An extra $15k has come in from non-pledging parishioners. Gail and 
David are in the process of doing an analysis of pledge income in order to 
further finetune our ability to refine budgetary projections.  
 

The use of Paypal is still in its initial phases and not yet widely used. None-
theless it has netted us $1000 in capital campaign pledges. Gail noted that 
contributions thus far have not included the cost of usage fees (2.2% of the 
total donation plus .30 cents). As of June 12, the Capital campaign shows 
$67,169 in pledges of which $24,289 has been received from a total of 43 
donors. Treasurer’s report was accepted. Motion by Matt Serge, seconded 
by Val Anderson. 
 

Matt Serge shared his research on computer options as two are needed; 
one for the main office and one for the financial office. He recommended 
the HP Pavilion – AMD Ryzan3 series as the better option, particularly 
since the RAM of 8gb can be expanded up to 32 gb. He also recommends 
that we purchase from Best Buy as they offer Geek Squad support and a 
generous 3 year protection plan. Items to be further researched: Can li-
cense for MS Office be transferred from present device. If not, we will need 
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to purchase this program. Also, both computers will need ACS. Again, can we 
transfer or do we need to buy? Cost for both devices expected to be in the 
area of $1250. Motion to approve funds to purchase two computers with ac-
cessories and protection plan made by Eileen Suckley, seconded by Christo-
pher Messier. Matt will coordinate with Linda Heath on implementation. 
 

Letter of Agreement for Reverend Marjorie distributed to each vestryperson 
for review.  
Motion to accept LOA made by Valerie Anderson, seconded by Carol Cote. 
 

Community Design Charette on Homelessness to be held next week. Rever-
end Marjorie will attend. Any interested vestryperson is invited to attend as 
well. Amy Brumfield observed that New Horizons is expanding its facility to 
accommodate more overnight guests. Recently we have experienced fewer 
‘campers’ which may be a result of the expansion. Property is putting a lock 
on the outside faucet to prevent misuse and risk of flooding. 
 

Vestry will not meet in July. Next meeting will be August 21. Motion to elimi-
nate July meeting made by Hank Gagnon, seconded by Matt Serge. 
 

Linda Heath suggested that vestry members share their copies of Welcoming 
Church with other parishioners and committee members. Copies can then be 
returned to sharing vestry members. 
Linda also shared a suggestion from the Outreach Committee that each ves-
try person ‘adopt’ a shut in and mail a card or short note every month. She 
will finalize details for the August meeting. 
 

A list of charitable community initiatives was developed at the annual meet-
ing. Vestry voted on the top three: Laundry Love, 1269 and the International 
Institute of New England. Vestry would like to designate a fourth initiative that 
reflects Sally Addison’s commitment to the arts. Ken Kjellander will research 
opportunities to contribute to disadvantaged children participating in the arts 
through the Manchester Community Music School. Linda will research similar 
opportunities at the Palace Theater. It was suggested that we contribute 
$10,000 to each recipient. This gift will include accountability for the use of 
the funds. Each recipient will have a designated vestry or parish member: 
Hank Gagnon/Laundry Love, Chris Turner/IINE, Christopher Messier/1269. 
(Christopher will segue with the Tonnar and Stevens families who are active 
in supporting 1269.) Introductory letter to be drafted by Eileen Suckley. Fol-
low up letter will need to be individualized by recipient. Gail will need specific 
information on name and address for each designee. A motion to approve the 
expenditure of $10,000 to each of the top three designees and a fourth option 
to be researched was made by Hank Gagnon, seconded by Christopher 
Messier. 
 

Vandalism update. We have received two estimates from Miville for replace-
ment office door ($2400) and plates on all doors ($973). Amy Brumfield will 
see that these estimates are forwarded promptly to our insurance carrier. 
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Amy Brumfield shared Property Committee’s concern that several stained 
glass windows are melting from excess heat trapped by protective plexi-
glass. This issue will be an item for next capital campaign. She noted that 
multiple eco-friendly options are now available to address the issue. 
 

Linda Heath shared report from Ann Hewins regarding Grace House. Five 
tenants have been confirmed for residency on August 1

st
. She is awaiting 

confirmation on the sixth and final tenant. 
 

Discussion of the Rainbow Flag currently displayed at Grace House. It was 
noted that City Year tenants are actively involved in the community and 
reflect our parish determination to be a wholly inclusive and welcoming 
body, reflecting the love of Christ to the world. As Property Manager, Ann 
Hewins has the support of the vestry to make decisions regarding appropri-
ateness of displays at Grace House.   
 

Hank Gagnon received a suggestion from a parishioner that we update our 
name tag display. Chris Turner will locate our box of supplies and make 
several blank name tags available for guests.  
 

A motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:30 pm was made by Eileen Suckley, 
seconded by Matt Serge. 
 

Respectfully submitted,  
Eileen Suckley 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Parish:  We appreciate your generosity in giving to Grace Episcopal 
Church.  Your timely pledge will help us with our on-going expenses. 
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