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Rector’s Reflection 
To fall in love with God is the greatest romance; to seek God the greatest 
adventure; to find God, the greatest human achievement.  Saint Augus-
tine 
 
This past week I was blessed to return to a favorite place – the Smithson-
ian National Museum of the American Indian.  Of all the museums in 
downtown Washington DC I feel the most soul tied to this one as Brent 
and I were present many years ago alongside Native American friends on 
its opening day.  
 
It had been eight years since I last visited this sacred space.  A lot had 
changed.  New exhibits of artifacts, films, and art made it easy to spend 
an entire afternoon wandering the building and barely scratching the sur-
face of various exhibits. 
 
One friend and I spent a half hour sitting on a bench admiring a huge, 
bronze statue that had been placed in the center of small, circular room.  
The statue, finished in 2004 by the artist Edward E. Hlavka, is titled 
“Allies in War, Partners in Peace.”  It honors the alliance between the 
Oneida Indian Nation and the United States during the American Revolu-
tion.  Standing in front of the statue, you see General George Washington 
standing alongside the Oneida diplomat, Oskanondonha and Polly 
Cooper, an Oneida woman who came to the aid of Washington’s starving 
troops at Valley Forge during the years of 1777 to 1778. 
 
While I sat by the statue and people watched I noticed most visitors only 
looked at the front of the image.  After viewing this admiration pattern I 
decided to walk around the entire statue.  It’s then I saw my favorite part 
of the art – a small, Oneida girl, holding a doll and looking upwards to-
wards heaven.  I wondered.  How many thousands of people had visited 
the museum and only viewed the front of the image?  How many never 
bothered to circumambulate the entire image, seeing the statue’s beauty 
in its entirety? 
 
Each one of us is a holy mystery.  Only God, our Lord and Creator, who 
has the power to circumambulate our souls, is the only one who knows 
the deep wells of our individual hearts and their accompanying heart-
aches.  Yet I pray as we reach out to love people both inside and outside 
our parish walls that work persistently to look and find hidden beauty we 
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cannot always see in others.  Lord, be thou our vision as we look upon 
the difficult child, the irritating coworker, the family member who pushes 
our buttons all too well.  May we meet them as you meet them – with 
love, patience, and a hunger to treasure their holy beauty as fully as You 
do.      
 

Marjorie 
xo+  

 

 
 
 

A Vision from the Heart 
Five years ago, a friend was telling me about one of his many humanitari-
an trips to Guatemala, a country about the size of Tennessee on Mexico's 
southern border.  It has a population of 20 million people, two million of 
whom live in the capital of Guatemala City.  Guatemala is an emerging 
country in which the average citizen earns the equivalent of two US dol-
lars per day. 
 
The people of Guatemala are mostly Mayan.  An average of two women a 
day die from preventable causes during childbirth.  The hospitals are pri-
marily Spanish-speaking, and the Mayans – who speak any one of 23 in-
digenous languages – are discriminated against.  Medical services are fre-
quently unavailable to them, so locally practicing midwives are the only 
solution.  
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My friend was assisting the director of a small school for midwives, Co-
razon del Agua, one of a few in operation in Guatemala.  The midwifery 
program there consists of three years of classes, but not always full time.  
The students attending are recommended by practicing midwives in their 
local communities.  There is no uniformity in teaching, and supplies are 
limited.  Outside funds are necessary for a midwife school to operate; 
sadly, one school recently closed due to inadequate funding. 
 
I was able to initiate a project through the Rotary Club of Nashua to sup-
port these Mayan midwives.  With the help of Lyn and other fellow Ro-
tarians, we applied for a Global Grant from the Rotary International 
Foundation.  The arduous application process took almost two years to 
complete.  We were finally granted $73,000 to aid the midwives in their 
work and educational pursuits. 
 
Over the past two years, we held several clinical roundtables in 
Chichicastenango, a small city in the mountains over 7000 feet above sea 
level.  I participated in one of these meetings in May, where I gave a 
short talk on vaccines.  Several other professionals gave presentations as 
well on subjects ranging from herbal remedies to chiropractic.  The stu-
dents were attentive and clearly eager to learn everything they could!  
Dressed in anything from American "distressed" jeans to stunning native 
Guatemalan blouses, the students were reserved, yet friendly and cheer-
ful.  Occasional gales of laughter brightened the exchange of ideas.  The 
entire experience was heartwarming.  We were treated like royalty and 
met many kind – and, thankfully,  influential – Guatemalans. 
 
Some of the equipment our team provided for the girls included blood 
pressure cuffs, stethoscopes, baby dopplers, hemoglobin meters, and su-
turing kits.  As funds permit, we will give them whatever equipment they 
might need to practice their midwifery skills.  We are in the process of 
eventually developing infrastructure, policy, education, and teaching fa-
cilities, but our project is in its infancy.  It will take several decades to 
complete. 
 
There are many Guatemalans, including Rotarians, who are at the heart 
of this project.  We have a clear vision that will, understandably, take 
time to unfold.  I feel privileged to be a part of this endeavor.  We have 
already been told that we are saving lives every day.  
 
I have been a Rotarian for almost 50 years.  This project came from the 
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heart and is the highlight of my tenure with the Rotary Club of Nashua.  
I have no doubt that it will continue to grow.  We are transforming a 
country.  Thanks be to God, we have much to be grateful for. 
 

Ernest M. Marino, DMD 
 

 
 
Embracing God’s Creation – All of It! 
Since I was old enough to notice that some animals are mistreated and 
exploited, I have tried to do what I can to change and educate others.  To 
that end, all the animals I have ever adopted, have been rescued.   Mice, 
rats (including Bartimaeus, who had one eye), guinea pigs, rabbits, ger-
bils, hamsters, cats, dogs….any small or medium sized animal that no 
one else wanted, came to live with me.  Thankfully, understanding par-
ents, and husband, have made that possible.  
 
While I was still quite young, on our family trips south, I discovered that 
those who were not of European decent had separate schools, bath-
rooms, drinking fountains.  Their homes were in poor sections of towns, 
and they had very limited resources.  When I was maybe five, a (white) 
stranger grabbed my arm, as I was about to go into a “colored” bath-
room.  I shook her off, and kept right on going.  I didn’t see what her 
problem was. 
 
Working for a summer in Minto Alaska, as well as during my first trip 
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to the southwest U.S., both in the 60’s, I saw how Native Americans had 
been treated.  Arid land in the middle of nowhere.  Substandard educa-
tion.  And very limited resources. 
 
I’m not sure when I realized that not everyone is heterosexual.  But, since 
I was a teenager, my “forever” friends have tended to be gay.  One of my 
stepsons is gay, engaged to a wonderful man.  If I were homophobic, I 
would have missed so much over the years, so many dear friends. 
 
When the AIDS epidemic hit, as a nurse in Boston and Baltimore, I took 
care of probably hundreds of people with AIDS, in some cases, because 
no one else would.  And, I would have missed many positive experienc-
es, with good and loving people.   
 
Now, a whole new world has been opened to me.  My godson’s first 
cousin is a transgender male.  I knew him for years as Meredith, born a 
baby girl.  Now Graham is a delightful young man.  By the time you read 
this, he will have married his long-time girlfriend, and Allan and I will 
have been with them to add our blessing to their marriage. 
 
Last summer, our niece (I have permission to use that term for now) an-
nounced that she is non-binary, meaning not identifying as either male or 
female.  She has changed her name, and is still the smart, loving person 
we’ve always known.   
 
Realizing that I was quite ignorant in many ways, I went to a day-long 
workshop, given by a transgender woman, Palana.  I was overwhelmed 
by all I did not know, and how much more I have to learn.  The pronouns 
can make a simple sentence awkward, for example.  Gender-specific 
nouns are more of a problem now than they were before. 
 
So, when Marjorie asked some of us if we wanted FREE MOM HUGS 
shirts to wear at Concord’s Pride Day, of course I said yes!  I’m a really 
good hugger anyway, so why not embrace strangers?  I loved every mi-
nute of it, and every person who asked for a hug, hugged me back.  Gay, 
lesbian, bisexual, transgender, non-binary, and more categories than I’m 
even aware of – all needed or wanted hugs.  And my husband, Allan, was 
wearing two pins – “I Love My Gay Son” and “Dads Hug, Too”.  It was 
a joy-filled day. 
 
So, the next Saturday, I went to the Boston Pride Parade, wearing my 
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FREE MOM HUGS shirt.  From the Park St subway station, all 
along the streets to City Hall Plaza, and on the crowded plaza it-
self, requests for hugs kept coming.  I swear, Jesus would have 
been wearing a Love One Another T-shirt, or something like it, 
and would have been in the thick of it, embracing everyone who 
asked.  I know he was there. 
 
     TheRev. Jane W. Van Zandt 

 
Pride Day in Concord 
Thank you to all those from our Grace Church family who attend-
ed Pride Day in Concord in early June in order to give out Free 
Mom (and Dad!) Hugs: Roger Bleau & his granddaughter Lilly, 
Catherine, Charity, Matthew, & Emma Frost & their Aunt Vicki, 
Lex Duval, Kelley Muir, Marjorie Gerbracht-Stagnaro & Fiona 
Stagnaro, Shelley Kesselman, The Reverends Allan Knight, Jane 
Van Zandt, and Teresa Payne Gotcha   

 
 

 
 
Grace Church is 
grateful that Chris-
tine and Tom Ste-
vens were able to 
represent us at our 
local Manchester 
Pride Day.  In pic-
ture: Tom Stevens 
and receivers of his 
free Dad hugs. 
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Nancy-Ann Feren’s Not Your Average Traveler 
Book Event at The Bookery 
 
Congratulations to parishioner and author Nancy-Ann Feren for 
sharing her newly published book: “Not Your Average Travelers: 
40 Years Adventures in All the U.S. National Parks” at a recent 
book talk at The Bookery in downtown Manchester in early 
June.  Over 60 people (many from our parish family!) were in at-
tendance at this event. 
 
Copies of this book are on sale now at the Bookery, Amazon or 
from the author. 
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Not Your Average Traveler Book Event 
Congratulations to parishioner and author Nancy-Ann Feren for sharing 
her newly published book: Not Your Average Travelers: 40 Years Ad-
ventures in All the U.S. National Parks at a recent book talk at The 
Bookery in downtown Manchester in early June.  Over 60 people (many 
from our parish family!) were in attendance at this event. 
 
Copies of this book are on sale now at the Bookery, on Amazon or from 
the author.  
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Loving Our Neighbor – Update 
The UU church in Manchester has a guest!  Months had passed with no 
candidates seeking Sanctuary, but now they have discovered another 
group of immigrants in need of assistance.   Certain undocumented asylum 
seekers who are imprisoned at the Strafford House of Correction can go 
free while awaiting their court dates, if they can post bond, and obtain a 
sponsor who will provide housing and support. 
 
Bienfait is an undocumented immigrant from the Democratic Republic of 
the Congo.  He came to the U.S., but since French is his native language, 
he decided to settle in Canada.  He was apprehended at the border by ICE, 
and sent to Strafford.  The ACLU sued on his behalf, and the UCC posted 
his bond.  He is perfectly legal, and can come and go with no fear of ar-
rest.  Eventually, he will receive a work permit, so he can find a job and 
save for an apartment. 
 
He has been to Market Basket shopping, to the library (by now he should 
have a card), and visited local colleges.  He was a bank manager at home, 
and would like to earn a Masters in Finance.  He has joined a choral group.  
He will be working with a tutor twice weekly to improve his English.  He 
has taken the bus to Boston, attended a GSOP meeting, and is hoping to 
join a Congolese soccer league. 
 
He will make his own breakfasts and lunches, but will depend on us vol-
unteers for dinners.  As of this writing, those were taken care of through 
June.  The UU church will be using ivolunteer software to schedule meals.  
Simply go to sanctuaryivolunteer.com and follow the prompts.  You will 
receive a verification email.  Other support needed is transportation, Mar-
ket Basket gift cards, laundry, and food.  Liz at lizalcauskas@gmail.com 
can answer questions.    
 

Jane W Van Zandt+ 

 

Laundry Love Update 
Special thanks to the mountain of volunteers (21 total!!) who attended our 
June Laundry Love program.  We are especially grateful to Holly Daigle, 
director and operator of the Manchester Kona Ice truck, who worked with 
us to serve shave ice to our Laundry Love parishioners and parish volun-
teers this past June.   

 

mailto:lizalcauskas@gmail.com
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Remember, NO Laundry Love in July!  Our next opportunity to serve 
will be Tuesday, August 6th.  The Kona Ice truck will appear again that 
evening as well. 

 
Pictured within the Laundry 
Love collage: The entire 
Mathison family: Lisa, Me-
gan, Amber, and Brian, Mary 
Atwell, Nancy Frankel, Mar-
jorie and Brent Stagnaro, 
Lori Ouelette and her friend 
Fred, Matthew Richards, 
Linda Heath, Shelley Kessel-
man, Terry Stamas Everett, 
Christine Anderson, Brian 
Guimond, Hank Gagnon, 
Bruce McKay (Saint Peter's, 
Londonderry), Tommy Suck-
ley, Tom Stevens, Dwight 
Simmons 

  
 

 
 
 
 

 
Reflections and Thoughts 
On the Edge of Change 
 
I have mentioned before, and I’m sure you have heard it elsewhere, that 
being on an edge or boundary between two different environments can 
bring growth and change.  If it is on a boundary in nature between two 
different ecosystems, plants and animals will evolve to adapt to proper-
ties of both systems, with some being more strongly attracted to one and 
some more attracted to the other, but all on the boundary needing some 
of the properties and resources of both.   
 
Similar things can happen with people.  We usually find ourselves in a 
group with people that have a mindset like ours, and feel comfortable 

x-apple-data-detectors://0
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there.  If something happens that challenges our mindset, we have two 
options: one is to hang on tightly to our original mindset, and look at 
the challenger as wrong or bad; or learn more about the new perspec-
tive and see if there is any common ground.  I try to take the second 
approach because I’m sure I don’t know everything, and I am always 
interested in learning something new.  Maybe what I learn will in-
crease confidence in my original mindset, or I might start to question 
my original mindset.  Either is OK.   
 
Something related to this happened to me relatively recently.  I had 
read about an explanation of the great flood that involved the story of 
Noah’s ark.  Apparently I didn’t pay close enough attention to the de-
tails of the explanation because when I mentioned it to a friend, he 
pointed out some discrepancies.  For one thing, I had first thought that 
there were two floods that occurred about the same time.  They actu-
ally occurred at different times.  One was through the Strait of Gibral-
tar about 5.3 million years ago (called the Zanclean Flood), and the 
other was through the Bosporus into the Black Sea about 10,000 years 
ago.  The second flood displaced humans who had been living on the 
shores of the then smaller Black Sea, and could have resulted in tales 
that got passed down through many generations and ended up in the 
Bible as the story of Noah’s ark.  I was glad that my original thoughts 
were questioned and I finally got my facts straight.   
 
Similar things can happen with respect to people’s ideas and opinions 
about politics, government, medicine, finance, and more.  In ancient 
days, people lived in tribes, and developed a set of ideas and customs 
that worked for them, basically to ensure their survival.  As people 
gradually moved around the earth, different tribes would meet.  
Sometimes it was peaceful, and other times it was not.  In either case, 
there was a change.  Goods would be swapped and ideas would be 
exchanged, but always there was change.  The different societies 
would hold onto whatever seemed to improve their lives.   
 
One more perspective comes from the actions of Jesus in the Bible, 
especially with respect to women.  In the time of Jesus, men and 
women had a social status that was very different from each other.  
There was a strong social boundary between them that wasn’t sup-
posed to be crossed.  It was even frowned upon for a man to talk to a 
woman in public, yet Jesus often did.  Jesus walked along both sides 
the boundary between men and women and by doing so, tried to make 
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people aware that women were important and not second rate, low class 
people.   
 
I have learned a lot by being open to change and accepting the idea that 
I might be wrong sometimes.  It’s amazing what people can learn when 
they are open to change.   
 

Dick Feren 
 

 

Grace Church June  
Stewardship Meeting  
Attendees 
Our parish’s June Stewardship 
meeting. 
From left to right: Christopher 
Messier, Hank Gagnon, Linda 
Lassonde, David Roy, Christine 
Anderson, Dick Feren, the Rector 
 

 
Southern Convocation Report       
The May meeting of the Southern Convocation took place on May 28 , 
graciously hosted by St, Christopher’s - Hampstead. Grace Church was 
represented by Shelley Kesselman and Catherine Bailey.  
 
The meeting opened with prayer, and continued with a recap of the suc-
cessful “Revival Reimagined” day which took place on May 4, includ-
ing a summary by The Rev. Kate Siberine-Harmon of her revival 
breakout session on “The Generational Church.” Kate stressed that dif-
ferent generations have much to offer each other, and that bringing gen-
erations together is paramount if we are to truly be the Church as one 
united, cooperative Body, rather than simply doing church as a matter of 
Sunday morning programming and addressing the spiritual concerns of 
individuals. Kate challenged us to reflect on how our parishes are al-
ready doing intergenerational ministry, and how we can constantly seek 
to do more in this crucial aspect of parish life. There was also a discus-
sion of the pervasive phenomenon of declining church attendance, and 
how we might respond faithfully and responsibly. One of the ideas 
posed was holding services on days other than Sunday morning.  
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The meeting continued with an engaging and informative presenta-
tion by Deb Haines on the Society of the Companions of the Holy 
Cross. SCHC is a diverse group of 800 women both lay and ordained, 
partnered and single, who are committed to a Rule of Life consisting 
of intercessory prayer, simplicity of life, thanksgiving, and obedience 
to Christ in the company of others. The Companions draw their mem-
bers from The Episcopal Church and denominations with whom TEC 
is in communion. To support their commitment to spiritual growth 
and holy action in the world to live into God’s mission, the Compan-
ions operate the Adelynrood Conference Center in Byfield, MA, 
which conducts retreats and workshops for groups and individuals 
seeking to deepen their spiritual practice and more effectively re-
spond to Christ’s call to service. For more information on Adelyn-
rood’s offerings, and/or a conversation about how we might draw on 
Adelynrood’s offerings as a resource for our parish, please see Shel-
ley Kesselman, or check out the website at www.adelynrood.org.   
 
The meeting concluded with compline. Our next meeting (and the last 
one before breaking for the summer) will take place on June 25 at St. 
Andrew’s - Manchester, with The Rev. Jason Wells as our featured 
speaker. 
 

Shelley Kesselman 
 

Grace Church Book Club 
No Meeting in July or August 
The Grace Book Group will be taking a Summer hiatus from monthly 
meetings. The group will resume its meetings on Tuesday, September 
17. 
 
The Books for Fall discussion are: September 17 - ‘The Rent Collec-
tor’ by Camron Wright; October 15- ‘Quiet: The Power of Introverts 
in a World That Can’t Stop Talking’, by Susan Cain; November 19 - 
‘Mr. Churchhill’s Secretary’ by Susan Ella MacNeal 

 
Summer Schedule 
Marjorie will be on vacation from July 1 – August 13. The Sundays 
that she is away will be covered by the following Clergy: 
 
June 30 – The Reverend Jane Van Zandt 

http://www.adelynrood.org
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July 7, 14, and 21 – The Reverend Allan Knight 
July 28 – The Reverend Sandi Albom 
August 4 and 11 – The Reverend Rebecca Blair 
 
Please call the office during regular business hours (603-622-9813); 
or our wardens, Linda Heath (603-540-6393) or Amy Brumfield 
(603-726-1428) and they will be available to address any issues that 
may arise. 
 
Holy Eucharist will be celebrated on Sundays at 9 am beginning 
June 16.  Regular services will resume on Sunday September 15. 
 
Beginning the week of June 16, summer office hours will be Tues-
day through Friday from 9 am to 12 noon.  As always, the office is 
closed on Mondays. It will be closed on Thursday July 4 and Friday 
July 5. (Due to the relaxed nature of the summertime, the office may 
be closed on some Fridays.)  Regular office hours will resume the 
week of September 15.   
 

PayPal Available at Grace Church 
We are pleased to offer a PayPal payment service option for your 
convenience.  This meets a recent demand for e-donations for those 
who prefer a non-cash option or visitors who may wish to make a 
one-time donation.  In order to donate to Grace Episcopal Church 
through PayPal, this can be accomplished in one of two ways:   
 
1.  Visit Grace Church’s website at 
www.gracechurchmanchester.org.  Scroll to the bottom of the page 
and click on the “Donate” button.  A PayPal donation form will then 
appear and may be completed.   
 
2.  If you have the PayPal app on your phone, log on and click on 
the "Send & Request" option.  Then on the search line type in the 
following email address: treas.gracechurch.manch@gmail.com.  and 
complete the form.   Once you use it, Grace Church in Manchester 
(our PayPal name) will now be an option on your app screen.  
 
Please consider adding for the PayPal fees associated with this ser-
vice.  The fees are 2.2% plus 30 cents per transaction.  If you have a 
concern or question please reach out to our Asst. Treasurer David 
Roy at treas.gracechurch.manch@gmail.com. Thank you for sup-
porting Grace Church’s mission.  We greatly appreciate your 

http://www.gracechurchmanchester.org
mailto:treas.gracechurch.manch@gmail.com
mailto:treas.gracechurch.manch@gmail.com
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generous giving. 
 
Several folks have asked about adding a note when using Paypal. If 
you want to add a note to designate your donation, i.e. pledge, capital 
campaign, etc., you will need to use the phone app option not the 
GEC website option. Using the phone app after typing in your dollar 
amount there is an “add a note” prompt.  The note is visible to us in 
Paypal’s data and assures your donation goes towards its intended 
purpose.  Thanks again. 

Milestones 
Happy Birthday to the following July & August birthday celebrants 
 
[If you don’t see your birthday listed that means that we do not have 
it.  Please call the office so that your special day can be acknowl-
edged – or if we have it wrong, please let us know that also.] 
 
July     August 
3 Anne Harvey   3 Tom Suckley III 
5 Stewart Richmond  6  Nicole Otto 
6 Madeline Campbell  7 Ken Wyatt 
7 Kenneth Fox   9 Katie Otto 
 Herb Perez-Ramos  10 Mary Baron 
8 Susan Tonnar   12 Lauren Cline 
11 Blake Leister   13 Linda Heath 
 Matthew Richards  14 Barbie Fox 
12 Stanley Paras   19 Ernie Marino 
 Benjamin Thomas  22 Stephen Cornish 
     25  Sebastian Cline 
13 Ethan Cline   29 Micah Brumfield 
17 Lyndsay Stenbeck   Dick Feren 
 Sam Leek    Nancy Johnson 
 Brian Guimond   Andre Laurion 
19 Marcus Forand  30 Jane Charlesworth 
18 Betsy Staulcup    
22 Kurt Wicks    
25 Linda Chamberlain 
28 Zachary Stagnaro 
29 Clare White 
31 Rick Maloney 
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Watch over thy children, O Lord, as their days increase; bless and 
guide them wherever they may be. Strengthen them when they stand; 
comfort them when discouraged or sorrowful; raise them up if they 
fall; and in their hearts may thy peace which passeth understanding 
abide all the days of their lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

      Book of Common Prayer, page 830 

 
Please Help Us Pay Our Bills This Summer! 
While we are taking advantage of the summer months to go on vaca-
tion or take long weekends that do not involve coming to church, 
please remember that Grace Church must pay its bills. Please continue 
to send your pledge in on a regular basis.  Thank you! 

 
VESTRY MEETING 
Wednesday, May 15, 2019 
 
Present: Valerie Anderson, Gail Austin, Amy Brumfield, Carol 
Cote, Hank Gagnon, Linda Heath, Nancy Johnson, Ken Kjel-
lander, Christopher Messier, Matthew Serge, the Reverend Dr. 
Marjorie Ann Gerbracht-Stagnaro, Eileen Suckley, Meghann 
White 
 
Excused Absence: David Roy, Chris Turner 
 
VOTE: The financial report for April was sent to the Vestry and 
was approved via email. 
 
The meeting was opened by Linda at 7:00 PM. We continued 
with a prayer given by Rev. Marjorie followed by the reading of 
the Norms. 
 
VOTE: A motion to accept the reports with a consent agenda 
vote was made by Christopher, seconded by Hank, and was car-
ried. 
 
Gail presented the April Financial report.  She noted that the 
Easter offerings (both pledge and plate) were down.  $91,000 
has been transferred from the Schwab account into the interest 
bearing account.  She noted that as we get money into the capi-
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 tal account we may have to open another interest bearing ac-
count. 
 
VOTE:  A motion was made by Matt, seconded by Ken to ap-
prove the Financial Report for April.  The motion carried. 
 
The Capital Campaign has been initiated. It is a 2-year pro-
gram to pay for the repair of the steeple ($160,000) and up-
date the kitchen to code ($50,000). The funds raised will be 
matched with funds from the Addison Endowment.  A letter 
explaining the program has been sent to parishioners.  Eileen 
will craft a letter further explaining the ways that parishioners 
can donate funds.  After the letter is approved by Gail it will be 
emailed to our parishioners. 
 
The Vestry discussed continuing the rental of Grace House to 
City Year participants; there are 5 who have indicated that 
they would like to be tenants at Grace House next year.  The 
rent for the rooms will be increased from $450 to $500 per 
month.  The back of the house will be redone; cleaning and 
painting of the interior will be done as well. 
 
VOTE: A motion to rent rooms in Grace House to City Year 
tenants for $500 per room for next year was made by Hank, 
seconded by Matt and approved by the Vestry. 
 
Hosting Picnic in the Park at Grace Church has been terminat-
ed. 
 
Amy reported that the trial of the person responsible for the 
theft via ATM card will probably occur in the summer; he is 
facing multiple felonies.  She will contact the county prosecu-
tor in a few months for updates. 
 
Replacement and/or repairs of items damaged in the vandal-
ism are currently being done. Miville repairing the door outside 
of the office. Panic buttons (3 stationary and 3 mobile) were 
recommended.  The stationary buttons will be in Rev. Marjo-
rie’s office, the main office, and the Sacristy.  The mobile units 
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will be used by Rev. Marjorie, Marlene, and in the Nursery on 
Sunday and the Finance office the rest of the week.  The panic 
buttons will be provided by Pelmac and cost $1928 (installation) 
and $20 per month monitoring service. 

VOTE: A motion to have 3 mobile and 3 stationary panic buttons 
installed as described above was made by Eileen, seconded by 
Christopher, and was carried. 
 
Rev. Marjorie’s pension fund has not been properly funded by 
Grace Church for many years.  We are responsible to pay 18% 
of Rev. Marjorie’s earnings each year.  We are also responsible 
to report any increases every year (which has not been done).  
Gail is in contact with the pension company to see how we can 
rectify the issue. 
 
The two computers in the main office and finance office are Win-
dows 7 computers (Windows 7 will not be supported in the near 
future).  We need to purchase 2 computers running the current 
operating system.   
 
VOTE: A motion to authorize the purchase of two desktop com-
puters (not to exceed $2000) was made by Eileen, seconded by 
Megan and approved by the Vestry. 
 
VOTE: A motion to accept the application of Lay Minister for Gail 
Shuman was made by Valerie, seconded by Carol, and was car-
ried. 
 
The Endowment Committee needed two replacement members 
and one additional member (for a 3-year term). Grey Cheno-
weth, David Charlesworth, and Justin Otto have been appointed 
to those positions. 
 
Chris Turner reported that the Combined Youth Group (Grace 
Church, First Congregational, and Brookside) have had the first 
of the 3-4 events on May 4

th
; six young people and two adults 

from Grace Church attended. 
 
Nancy reported that we would be having a Lay Ministry Expo on 
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September 22

nd
 and went over the groups and committees that 

are available at the church. 
 
The Vestry had a discussion on the book, “Becoming a Welcom-
ing Church”, by Thom S. Rainer.  We discussed how other 
churches welcome visitors and newcomers, security, signage 
including displaying the rainbow flag or other flags, signage des-
ignating where children may be, what door to enter, etc. 
 
Amy passed out a document with the suggestions from our An-
nual Meeting of how we could share some of our endowment 
income.  She asked the Vestry to send her our top three choices 
of where/what/whom we would share some of our endowment 
income as well as how much.  We were given two weeks to 
send her our reply 
 
There next Vestry meeting will be June 19

th
.  

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Nancy Johnson, Clerk  
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