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From the Rector
More smiling, less worrying. More compassion, less judgment. More
blessed, less stressed. More love, less hate. ― Roy T. Bennett, The Light in
the Heart
Celebrating the holiday season often seems like a double-edged sword. We
love some elements of this holy time: parties, feasting, special traditions,
the ingathering of family and friends. But we often get too caught up in the
preparations and stress that comes with a whirlwind of to do lists, activities,
and deadlines.
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A few years ago, in Real Simple magazine, people gave suggestions of how
to mark moments of gratefulness in a tangible way. One writer suggested
every family purchase a plain, white tablecloth to drape over their Thanksgiving table. Then she instructed the host should place a permanent marker
at every guest’s seat. After saying grace each person at the table should
write their name, the date, and three things they are thankful for at that moment in time. Then everyone should share his or her power of three verbally and collectively before gobbling down turkey, sides, and pies.
Our family began embracing this suggested tradition soon after our arrival
in Manchester. Annually, I pull the tablecloth from a drawer, wash and iron
it, then set it down for its annual purpose: to mark and record our individual
and collective gratitude. I’m pleased to say the tablecloth holds many
memories. Close friends from Washington came last year and their toddler
and nursery schooler traced their hands and decorated them, in age old fashion, to resemble turkeys. Three years ago my daughter took the tablecloth
into school for show and tell and had her teacher and classmates sign their
names. Last year we had people list out their current passions. This
Thanksgiving we asked everyone to write one lesson they had learned over
the course of this year. It’s wonderful to see what friends and family value.
To encourage others and myself to take a moment to write down the contents of their heart.
Over nearly twenty-four years in ministry I’ve learned people come to
church and feast at Christ’s table for many unique and different reasons.
One parishioner at my previous church came mainly because his wife was a
believer. He admitted he was not a follower of Jesus, but that he liked the
people who came to worship. Another parishioner explained she came to
church because it was her civic duty. “I say the Pledge of Allegiance. I
vote. I come to church.” But the best reason anyone ever gave of why they
go to church came from a college professor who explained: “I set aside time
to come to church every week to carve out deliberate time with God to give
thanks for all I have. When I leave church I think of one way God has
blessed me during worship. Sometimes blessing comes through the words
of a prayer, the emotion within a hymn, or the smile of a child. But always I
come to church with the intention of giving thanks and seeking a blessing.
That marking time helps me get through the upcoming stresses of the week
to come. Church challenges me to work on being a person of gratitude.”
Lord, during this Advent season may we strive to lessen our stress by marking this holy time with individual daily prayer, collective worship, acts of
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service, the naming and claiming of our blessings, and a heightened attitude
of gratitude. May we work harder every day to love and serve you at all
times and in all places.
Marjorie +

Children Chimers Chat







No rehearsal or Sunday School on November 25.
Rehearsals during Sunday on December 2
and 9.
Chime for Sunday December 16 with
10:00 am warm-up.
Christmas Eve, December 24 – all children
welcome, even or especially guests, but
please be ready to warm-up at 3:15 pm for
the 4:00 pm Service.
No rehearsal on December 30 – we’ll resume on January 6th, Epiphany.
Ken Grinnell

Helping Our Neighbor
It has been a while since I sent a newsletter update about Sanctuary. Since
we may have new readers, who might be interested in participating as volunteers, I’ll start with the basics.
The Path to Sanctuary
Offering Sanctuary is an ancient tradition, known in many faith communities. The original concept of religious spaces as sanctuary for refugees is
rooted in Judaism. The ancient Hebrew people allowed temples, and even
whole cities, to declare themselves places of refuge for persons accused of a
crime they may not have committed. It provided safety until they could
receive a fair trial.
We offer sanctuary to immigrants who have a claim to remain legally in the
U.S., who have a pending legal case in court, and who have an immigration
attorney working on their behalf. These individuals will have been recommended to us through the N.H. Immigrant Solidarity Network, and have
been approved by the U.U. Manchester Executive Board, and the U.U.
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Sanctuary Committee. The immigrant then decides whether or not to accept
Sanctuary.
Volunteers provide meals, entertainment (DVDs, cards, games, e.g.), companionship. They will do shopping or laundry. Premise Volunteers, who
have agreed to do shifts on site must be U.S. citizens.
Should I.C.E. come to the locked outside door, the volunteer goes to the
door and says “I am not authorized to open the door. I have notified our
emergency responders, and they will be here shortly”. The team takes it
from there. I.C.E. has not yet seized anyone in a church sanctuary.
Three churches in NH have agreed to be Level 1, meaning that their congregations have agreed to house someone seeking sanctuary on site. They are
the Unitarian-Universalist Church in Manchester, Dover Friends Meeting in
Dover, and Meriden Congregational Church, UCC in Meriden. Over a dozen faith communities, including three other local Episcopal churches, have
agreed to be Level 2, meaning that they will lend volunteer support to the
U.U. church. The other Level 1 churches have their own Level 2 support.
Patrick McLaughlin, the pastor at the U.U. church, has given up his office
in order to provide personal living space for someone seeking sanctuary.
The room is small, so it would house only one person. The Level 2 volunteers would provide companionship, meals, shopping, or laundry, for example. It’s important to remember that the guest will probably be bored, lonely, and frightened.
A typical scenario might be a guest who came to this country legally, but
overstayed their visa. S/he would have a court date, with paperwork in order, with the hope of a green card, and one day citizenship. I.C.E. may
have decided to deport the person several months before the court date, so
there is a gap in time when the person could be deported, despite having
done all that has been asked of them. By seeking sanctuary in a church,
there is less risk for deportation. So far, I.C.E. has not removed a person
from a church.
We are not “hiding” the person; there is nothing secretive about it. Everything is open, and above board. The person will have been carefully vetted
by two organizations.
There are two dozen Grace Church folks thus far, who have expressed interest in learning more, or becoming volunteers should the need arise. There
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is a training for premise volunteers – those who want to help on site. Several
of us have completed that.
There are periodic vigils at the Norris Cotton Federal Building, with maybe
75 folks from all over NH , showing solidarity for those going in for their
required appointments. Sometimes a family will enter, but exit without the
father; he will have been detained, and taken to Dover prior to being deported. The reasons seem arbitrary.
There is a monthly meeting of the NH Immigrant Solidarity Network, which
provides “Support, Accompaniment, Advocacy, and Sanctuary”. Anyone is
welcome to attend the meetings; several Grace Church people have done
that. There are ~50 folks from several denominations who attend regularly.
It’s probably the best way to be well informed. We meet at Blessed Sacrament RC Church, 14 Elm St.
If you have any questions, I would be happy to answer them.
Jane W. Van Zandt. episrev@comcast.net

Reflections and Thoughts
Blurring Boundaries
Nature is amazing. In the various trips and travels that Nancy-Ann and I
have done, we have seen a great variety of plants and animals, fields and
woods, hills and valleys, lakes and streams, etc. We have also seen that it is
most amazing when different combinations come together.
The combination of a biological environment and its physical environment
form what is known as an ecosystem. One example of an ecosystem could
be the western prairies. The physical structure is basically flat land, with a
variety of grasses and small plants growing on it which provide the food for
the animals that live there.
For a wooded area, the ecosystem formed by the combination of trees, large
bushes, and woodland animals is different from the prairie ecosystem. Each
ecosystem is distinct and can function on its own, but if they come together,
then diversity increases.
Plants develop that survive best in a blend of the two ecosystems. Animals
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appear or evolve that would not do well if they were limited to either the
prairie or woodland ecosystem, but thrive quite nicely being able to go back
and forth and use both. When two systems come together, they foster new
growth, and nature becomes even more wonderful.
Now let us think about social environments. Have you ever met someone
who thought differently than you about a topic, and after a discussion, you
both felt changed with a deeper and broader perspective? This can happen
when people with different perspectives meet. Both can get broader horizons, including acceptance or understanding of different cultures and viewpoints.
Jesus discovered this also. During His interaction with the Canaanite woman (Matt 15: 21-28), He came to the realization that even though she was a
Gentile, she was still worthy of his help. The acceptance by Jesus of a Gentile was certainly noticed by his disciples, and acceptance of others probably played a major part in their being able to spread Jesus’s teachings
around the world.
If we think of different cultures or perspectives as social ecosystems, then
bringing them together should make both stronger, just like what happens in
nature when different ecosystems come together.
Dick Feren

Christmas with the Manchester Choral Society
The Holiday Pops Concert will be December 15 at 7 PM at St Joseph Cathedral (across from Grace Church), and December 16 at 3 PM at La Belle
Winery in Amherst. Tickets are available from Allan Knight. Our annual
“Caroling at the Currier” is December 9, from 12-1:30. In addition to excerpts from the upcoming concert, there is always opportunity for the audience to sing with us. Please join us for both.

2018 Grace Church Knitters Retreat
On October 27, 2018, the Grace Church Knitting Group sponsored its 7th
retreat in the Great Hall from 9am to 3pm. It was the most well-attended,
successful retreat yet. Thirty-six people from around the city and surrounding area attended, including a group from Birch Hill Terrace.
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These gatherings are modeled on annual retreats started by Judith Esmay, a
long-time active participant in diocesan affairs and member of St. Thomas
in Hanover. Judith is also a master knitter who once, about 10 years ago,
presided over a mini knitting retreat in the Grace Church library. She is an
inspiration for many reasons, not least for her knitting. Once some in the
group attended her retreats, inspiration struck and so the retreats at Grace
Church were started.
As always, a simple lunch of soup and bread was provided, along with water, coffee and tea. Everyone brought something to share with the group, so
there was plenty of food and fellowship. Two attendees, including the Reverend Marjorie, were working on intricate quilts using English paper piecing. Any hand work was welcome and appreciated by all.
One of the day’s many highlights was when a brand new attendee and one
of the ladies from Birch Hill, also a new attendee, realized they were quilting friends from forty years ago and had lost touch, but were able to reconnect at this retreat. It was a really special moment.
This year there was a request from an attendee for supplies to teach knitting
to the students at Beech Street School in the after school program. Those
attending did not disappoint. That program will have supplies for as long as
they want to do the program.
Every year, those who attend this gathering ask to please do it more than
once a year, which is wonderful to hear. The group from Birch Hill Terrace
had such a good time that they plan to host a group of hand crafters after the
holidays.
This pictures
shows
those who
attended.
Everyone
had a wonderful time
and were
tickled by
the favors.
This is
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wonderful community outreach and the Knitting Group thanks Grace Church
for opening its doors and hearts to the community.

Grace Book Group
Start 2019 off with a good read!
The Grace Book Group meets at noon, the second Tuesday of each month in
the church library. A delicious pot luck lunch is served as well as lively discussion around the selected book’s topic. Please join us and bring a friend!
January: “ Little Fires Everywhere” by Celeste Ng. This book explores the weight of secrets, the nature of art and identity, and the ferocious
pull of motherhood—and the danger of believing that following the rules can
avert disaster.
February: “As I walked Out One Midsummer Morning” by Laurie
Lee. Second in his autobiographic trilogy, Laurie Lee offers a classic account of involvement in the Spanish Civil War, offering an unexpected blend
of humor, coming of age, and social observation. It’s a sequel to his Cider
with Rosie but stands well alone as a fine memoir observing Europe on the
brink of World War II, and is a top recommendation for both its social observation and its lyrical, literary prose.
**** The Book Group will not meet in December****

Elections
The Nominating Committee is pleased to present the following list for election at the Annual Meeting on January 27, 2019.
Vestry: 3 year terms. (2019-2022)
Carol Cote
Christopher Messier
Meghann White
Vestry: 1 year term. (2019-2020)
Chris Turner
Delegates to Southern Convocation and Diocesan Convention, 2 year terms.
(2019-2021)
Melissa Glassman
Shelley Kesselman
Alternate delegate to Southern Convocation and Diocesan Convention, 2
year term. (2019-2021)
Ann Hewins
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Milestones
Happy Birthday to the following December and January birthday celebrants!
December

January

3

1

4
5
9
10
11
13
14
15
16
21
23
25
27

Castie Bailey
Livvie Dufresne
Carole Blenkinsop
Justin Posnanski
Ann ORourke
Cheryl Thomas
Mary Sargent
Ryan Douglas
Charlie Woodbury
Caroline Stenbeck
Bernie Tonnar
Miclena Linares
Gray Chynoweth
Nancy Stantial
Michelle Garneau
Kathie-Ann Day
Nancy Girgus
Liz Jestude
Kelly Farragher-Paras
Carol Cote

2
3
4
9
10
12
14
16
18
19
20
24
25
27
28
29
30

John Yen
Rebeka Beek
Charles Rousseau
Carolyn Richmond
Steven Botana-Gumbs
Kaydance Lassonde
Lydia Adams
Patrick Gillick
Leona Thomas
Caroline Wyatt
Ken Porter
Kristina Johnson
Ulla Damon
Betty Arel
Brooks Stantial
Hank Gagnon
Linda Jacobson
Mary Blevens
Nancy-Ann Feren
Charles White
Melissa Roy
James Fox

Watch over thy children, O Lord, as their days increase; bless and guide
them wherever they may be. Strengthen them when they stand; comfort
them when discouraged or sorrowful; raise them up if they fall; and in their
hearts may thy peace which passeth understanding abide all the days of
their lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Book of Common Prayer, page 830
If you don’t see your birthday listed that means that we do not have it.
Please call the office so that your special day can be acknowledged.
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Other Milestones:
Baptism: Amber Rose Mathison &
Megan Lynn Mathison November 11,
2018
Birth: Miles David Hartfeld, son of
parishioners Annika and Spencer Hartfeld, was welcomed into God’s world
and our parish family on Monday, November 5th. Miles is pictured with his
maternal grandmother, mother, and
father.

Important Notices from the Office
Once again we are combining the DECEMBER and JANUARY newsletters. We will keep you posted about pertinent events that may arise through
congregational e-mails and our weekly Sunday bulletin, The deadline for
the February newsletter will be January 15. Please try to get your articles
in by that time as it makes it very difficult to format when last minute items
have to be included. Thank you.

Christmas and Advent at Grace Church
Lessons & Carols – Sunday, December 16th 4:30 pm
Monday, December 24th
Christmas Eve:
Children’s Service, 4 pm (bring bells)
Sacred Concert, 7:30 pm/Choral Eucharist, 8 pm
Silent Night (with incense) 11 pm
Christmas Day, Holy Eucharist, Tuesday December 25th
ONE SERVICE, 9 am
First Sunday after Christmas, December 30
Christmas Lessons and Carols and Holy Eucharist
ONE SERVICE, 9 am
Annual Meeting, Election of Officers and Brunch
Sunday January 27, 2019
ONE SERVICE -9 am
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VESTRY MEETING
Wednesday, October 17, 2018
Present: Valerie Anderson, Gail Austin, Steven Botana-Gumbs, Amy
Brumfield, Richard Feren, Hank Gagnon, the Reverend Dr. Marjorie Ann
Gerbracht-Stagnaro, Linda Heath,
Edward High, Nancy Johnson, Ken
Kjellander, Linda Lassonde, David
Roy, Matthew Serge, Eileen Suckley
The meeting was opened with prayer
at 7:00 PM.
We had a presentation in the Great
Hall about the Sanctuary Movement.
It was presented by the Reverend
Jane Van Zandt and Liz, Jim, and
Kurt from the Unitarian Universalist
Church. They outlined how the movement has evolved and what help is
needed.

Grace House Financial Impact
Balance Sheet – endowment,
operating
and
property
funds
(January-September)
 Balance Sheet – other funds except Grace memorial and special
funds (July-August)
 Balance Sheet – Grace Memorial
and Special Funds (as of September
30)
 Profit and Loss – Memorial and
Special Funds only (July-September)
 Balance Sheet – Grace Memorial
and Special Funds (as of September
30)
Notes for financials

We told Dick that we it was great to
get all the reports prior to the meeting
so that we had had time to review
them.
We discussed that the
$40,000 that we had received from
We then proceeded to our meeting the endowment should be put into the
and began with the reading of the endowment fund rather than the operating fund.
Norms.
VOTE: A motion was made by Amy,
seconded by Matt. and approved by
the Vestry to approve the financial
report. Gail moved to alter the last
motion to approve the financial report
VOTE: A motion to accept the Rec- pending the movement of $40,000
tor’s Report was made by Steve, se- from the operating fund to the endowment fund; this was seconded by
conded by Ed, and was carried.
Amy and was approved.
VOTE: A motion to accept the Clerk’s
Report as corrected was made by
Linda H, seconded by Hank, and was
carried.

Dick presented the Financial Report
which included the following:
 Budget vs. Actuals – 2018 Operating Fund (January-September)
 Operating Fund YTD profit and
loss vs. prior year
 Operating Fund profit and loss by
month (3rd quarter)
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We had a debriefing of the afternoon
gathering with Janet Lombardo and
Leslie Pendleton. The consensus
was that we had not found that meeting very positive or useful. We further discussed how we would be finishing the Strategic Listening Process/Master Filter work. We agreed

that we preferred to meet as a Vestry
and conclude the work on our own
rather than using a consultant from
ECF. We plan on doing this prior to
the January Annual Meeting. Rev.
Marjorie has all the raw data as well
as the 5 core values that the committee decided on. The date for the
meeting will be scheduled at the November Vestry meeting.
Amy suggested that we use a consent agenda (where group’s routine
business and reports are considered
as one agenda item and can be approved in one action).
VOTE: A motion was made by Eileen and seconded by Matt that in an
effort to save time in our meetings
we use a consent agenda consisting
of the Clerk’s Report, the Rector’s
Report and all Committee Reports
except for Financial Reports and
vote on their approval in one action.
The motion carried.

renewals for Linn Krikorian, Jill Porter and Tom Suckley was made by
Linda L., seconded by Ed and approved by the Vestry.
The Vestry had a very long and
thoughtful discussion concerning
raises and benefits for the staff. We
felt that existing contracts should be
reviewed and performance evaluations be done. It was decided that
since we have a large deficit in our
budget we are not in a position to be
able to increase any salaries at this
time.
VOTE: A motion was made by Ed
and seconded by Eileen that part
time employees who are Medicare
eligible and who are working less
than 30 hours need to go on Medicare as they will not receive any
medical insurance from Grace Episcopal Church. The motion passed.
Rev. Marjorie will speak to the staff
members that this motion affects.

The question arose as to what the
procedure would be for any needed
corrections. The report in question
would be removed from the bundle
and handled separately.

We will discuss the homeless update
at the next meeting. Since Rev.
Marjorie and the Wardens will be
attending the Southern Convocation
on Oct. 23rd, Rev. Marjorie asked
The LOA (Letter of Agreement) for that
someone
could
attend
the Reverend Michael Andres was “Community Office Hours with Mayor
reviewed. The only change that was Joyce Craig” on that day.
made to the letter was to clarify that
the vacation time included Sundays. The meeting was adjourned 9:10PM.
The next meeting of the Vestry will
VOTE: A motion to approve the Let- be on November 28th.
ter of Agreement was made by
Hank, seconded by Valerie and ap- Respectfully submitted,
Nancy Johnson, Clerk
proved by the Vestry.
VOTE: A motion to approve the Added votes by email:
LEM (Licensed Eucharistic Ministers)
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Our steeple has sustained damage to
exterior louvers on our steeple. Repair work will insure our organ pipes
and the steeple's interior are protected from outside weather. The initial
estimate is $1,176 but may go higher.

and strategies. Melissa Rau and
Leslie Pendleton would work with
us. This would involve a commitment
of four more hours of work with the
Vestry.
VOTE: Approved by Vestry

VOTE: Approved by Vestry
ECF would like to offer, free of
charge, the time it takes to complete
our goals, benchmarks, next steps

Holiday Office Schedule
The office will be closed between Christmas and New Year’s. It will reopen on Wednesday January 2. Sunday School will resume on January 6.
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