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 From the Rector   
“The eldest ones said that the laughter and tears are sewn right into 

the quilt, part and parcel, stitch by stitch. Emotions, experiences, 

heartbreak, mourning, pain and regret, stitched into the cloth, along 

with happiness, satisfaction, cheer, comfort, and love. The finished 

quilts were a living thing, a reflection of the spirits of its creators.”  

                                                                         Arlene Stafford-Wilson 

  

This past summer, I set aside time each day to work on an English 

paper piecing quilting project.  The end goal is to have the quilt, 

eventually, be large enough to cover a queen-sized bed.  For me, 

quilting time is quiet, quality time.  Time to think about family, 

friends, and parishioners and spend dedicated, mindful moments in 

prayer. 

  

By the time September arrived, this quilt, begun well over a year ago, 

had grown substantially from a foot in size to several feet in length.  

I’ve continued setting time aside each day – sometimes in the morn-

ing, sometimes at night -  to add a few more pieces to the quilt and 

pray.  All the stitching is done by hand, so the work is slow and will 

take months, if not years, to complete.  It has not been easy to stay 

the course, but the project has taught patience, as well as the im-

portance of being fully engaged in the present moment. 

  

We are blessed to live in the great state of New Hampshire and to 

witness the trees around us turning to a wide range of reds, oranges, 

and yellows.  They are beautiful individually, but collectively even 

more striking.  Driving down the interstate it’s amazing to see the 

quilt God has built: thousands of trees of varying shape, texture, and 

color creating a leafy blanket over the earth. 

  

Likewise, when we look around us on Sundays, we see the patchwork 

of God’s creation continue.  Through weekly worship, we as individ-

uals become a unified blanket of prayer, thoughtfulness, and love.  

Hopefully, we take the peace discovered and lessons of care learned 

within our nave into the wider sanctuary of God’s creation.   

  

Technology has blanketed our daily living and can gift great bless-
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 ings.  Facebook, phones, texting, e-mail, when used well, can be a 

good thing.  Still, such experiences cannot replace the expansion of 

the heart that occurs when two, three, or more are gathered together 

in God’s name.  Dedicated church time gifts us face to face, soul to 

soul time with others.  At church, we are given the opportunity to 

share our hearts and minds with members of our God family we don’t 

see during the week.  As my daughter explained once, “The best 

thing about church is I have found friends I never would have met 

had we not come to Grace.”   

 

Our church is a quilt of many talented, capable, compassionate indi-

viduals.  Separately and collectively, we work to make our parish and 

the world beyond it beautiful.  One person mowed the lawns of our 

campus every week this summer.  Another just installed a security 

camera behind the back of Grace House.  Another parishioner col-

lects practical gifts – socks, flip flops -  to give to our homeless and 

transient neighbors.  Gifted organizers make sure acolytes know 

when to serve and readers and lay readers know when they are wor-

ship leaders.  All these people and many more do a host of tasks - 

from building upkeep to praying for those who are ill – that not only 

help our parish survive, but thrive.   

 

Our parish has been in existence for 177 years.  Still, as Jesus follow-

ers we continue to seek new paths to blanket our parish family and 

city with love and care, whether that means serving our community at 

the local laundromat or learning about the beliefs of various religious 

sages in our Wednesday morning education programs.   

 

May we be grateful for the many people God has stitched together in 

faith through Grace Episcopal Church.  May we ponder new ways to 

serve the Lord both at church and beyond our parish family. 

  

Blessings and love, 

Marjorie xo+ 
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Children Chimers Chat 
For November: practices during Sunday 

School on October 28 and November 4 at 

10:45 am. Note: no rehearsal on Novem-

ber 11.  

  

Participation in the service is on the third 

Sunday, November 18, where we will 

chime “We Gather Together.” All chil-

dren wishing to participate that day need to be ready to practice at 

10:00 am.  

 

One of the children gets a turn ringing the big steeple bell before the 

10:30 service that day. I’ve been told that all the pulleys that guide 

the rope up to the bell have been recently oiled, making tolling the 

bell a bit easier. 

- Ken Grinnell 

Reflections and Thoughts 
By Dick Feren 

 

Songs 

 

I like many songs, and often because of just a few words or lines.  I 

also like some because of an interesting message or interesting histo-

ry.  Here are some examples.   

 

The hymn “Amazing Grace” was written by a former slave trader, 

John Newton.  After he quit his slave-trading career, he studied 

Christian theology.  His transformation as he became a clergyman is 

reflected in the words of the song.  Every time I sing the hymn, it 

feels real and genuine.   

 

The song “Piano Man” by Billy Joel came about because he had to 

“escape” from a bad contract.  His first album was mismanaged by 

the people he had signed with, and he had no control to fix it.  He 

walked away from it and got a job in a piano bar under the name Bill 
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 Martin.  After a while, he was able to get a new contract that he had 

more control over and started to put out new albums.  One of the al-

bums, and a song in it, was “Piano Man” and described his experience 

working in the piano bar.   

 

In the musical “Sound of Music”, there is a reprise of the song 

“Sixteen, Going on Seventeen” which contains these words: 

“A bell is no bell till you ring it; A song is no song till you sing it; And 

love in your heart wasn't put there to stay.  Love isn't love til you give 

it away.”  That resonated because it reminded me how important it is 

to give and not just to get.  

 

“The Star Spangled Banner” by Francis Scott Key describes what he 

actually saw from a boat as a battle raged.  It starts with the words: 

“O! say can you see by the dawn's early light, What so proudly we 

hailed at the twilight's last gleaming…”  The emotion of the moment 

can still be felt as we sing the words.   

 

In the musical “South Pacific” by Rodgers & Hammerstein, the plot 

pays a lot of attention to racial discrimination.  The song “You’ve Got 

to be Carefully Taught” contains these words:  

“You've got to be taught    To be Afraid    Of people whose eyes are 

oddly made,    And people whose skin    Is a different shade.  You've 

got to be carefully taught.”  Whenever I hear it, I realize that we are 

still dealing with the problem.   

 

In the musical “My Fair Lady,” the song “Show Me” contains the fol-

lowing words:  “Sing me no song, read me no rhyme; don’t waste my 

time; show me.”  In the show’s story, the words are about a relation 

between two specific people, but I see it as having a broader meaning.  

It could be applied to people interested in learning more about Christ 

and the church.  If all we have to offer is words, they aren’t going to 

be convinced.   
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 Mitten Giving Tree 
Although it’s only the beginning of November, the Outreach Com-

mittee has been busy planning the Christmas Giving Tree project to 

help make the holidays special for needy children from Hallsville, 

McDonough and Wilson Schools and a few families housed at The 

Way Home.  Grace Church parishioners have been extremely gener-

ous in the past.  Once again, let’s help these children have a warm 

and happy Christmas. 

  

On Sunday, November 11th, a tree will be set up with paper mittens 

listing Christmas wishes of the children.  Choose a mitten from the 

tree and shop for an item or items listed on the mitten.  You are not 

expected to buy everything on the list (it’s a wish list, not a shopping 

list).  While we understand that some of you would like to buy as 

much as possible for children in need, we are trying to make the dis-

tribution of gifts more equitable with a maximum of three gifts per 

child.  If you really want to buy more, consider taking a second mit-

ten or contributing additional money so that we can purchase gifts for 

anyone whose mitten was not taken from the tree.   

 

We have color coded the mittens in hopes of making all our lives eas-

ier.  The green (GO) mitten has the child's wish list on it.  Please take 

it and the attached baggie with gift labels and instructions with you 

when you leave church.  The red (STOP) mitten has the code for the 

child and a place for you to write your name and phone number.  

Please leave that one in the basket at church. 

 

Wrap your gifts, attach the labels provided, and return the gifts to 

church no later than Sunday, December 9th.  If you cannot shop per-

sonally but would like to help with a donation, please give it to any 

member of the Outreach Committee or the church office by Sunday, 

November 25th.   

 

 As the paper mittens disappear, replace them with real hats and mit-

tens which will be delivered to the schools after Christmas. 

 

We--and the children--really appreciate your help! 

- Nancy-Ann Feren 
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National Ataxia Foundation 
Wrap up from the 2nd New Hampshire Walk ‘n’ Roll Event 

------  The Ultimate Finish Line -----  A CURE FOR ATAXIA 

 

The 2nd New Hampshire Walk ‘n’ Roll, ‘Soaring to a Cure for Atax-

ia’ was held on Saturday, October 6th, at the Aviation Museum of 

New Hampshire in Londonderry.  The Walk n’ Roll to Cure Ataxia 

program is the National Ataxia Foundation’s largest national grass-

roots fundraising campaign held in recognition of International Atax-

ia Awareness Day (IAAD), September 25th.  

 

The National Ataxia Foundation is dedicated to improving the lives 

of persons affected by Ataxia through support, education, and re-

search.  

 

The Event fundraising goal of $20,000.00 is within reach. We contin-

ue to receive donations and are now close to 18K.  If you are interest-

ed in making a donation you may donate online, (contact Jill Por-

ter:jilleporter@comcast for a link) by check or by cash (give directly 

to Jill or by mail)  All proceeds benefit the National Ataxia Founda-

tion (NAF). The National Ataxia Foundation is a 501 (c) (3) Tax 

Id#41-0832903. 

 

Our heartfelt thanks to everyone for your donations, your notes of 

encouragement and for caring about us along this journey. 

 

- Jill & Ken Porter 
 

Centering Prayer 
“Centering Prayer,” also known as “Lectio Divina” or “Sacred Read-

ing,” is Grace Church’s best kept secret. 

 

Each week, at 5:45 pm on Monday in St. Michael’s Chapel, a group 

of four to five regular attendees gather. Led by The Reverend W. Al-

lan Knight, we begin by taking turns reading a section of that week’s 

Gospel reading once through, slowly. Each word is read carefully and 

savored. Then, after each person comments briefly about either a 

word or a phrase that stood out to them, another reads the same sec-
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tion again, slowly. Following the second reading, each participant 

comments briefly, the lights are dimmed, candles lit and the gathering 

meditates for ten to fifteen minutes on the significance of the passage 

to them. 

 

It is not designed to be an intellectual exercise, but a contemplative 

experience in which all our emotions, feelings and faculties express 

the intention of discerning God’s will as expressed in the day’s read-

ing. Using sacred reading as a foundation, prayer becomes a ladder of 

intensification through four steps: reading, meditation, prayer and con-

templation. The Carthusian Prior Guigo II describes Lectio Divina as 

follows: “Reading, you should seek; meditation, you will find; praying 

you shall call; and contemplating, the door will be opened to you.” 

 

All are welcome. Please join us. Mondays at 5:45 pm at St. Michael’s 

Chapel. 

- David Ross 

Episcopal Church of NH Recovery Ministries 2018 

Spiritual Retreat Day 
November 10th, 2018 9:00am-2:30pm 

 

Grace Episcopal Church 

30 Eastman Street 

East Concord, NH  03301 

 

Recovery, A Sacred Healing – A Spiritual Retreat for People in Re-

covery from Addiction 

 

The Recovery Ministries of the Episcopal Church of NH is pleased to 

announce the offering of a Spiritual Retreat Day on November 10th at 

Grace Episcopal Church, East Concord.  We are seeking to provide an 

opportunity for prayer, contemplation and fellowship for those who 

identify as affected by addiction and who seek reconciliation, restora-

tion and unity with God and each other.   

 

Our retreat leader is David Ferencz. David has led retreats and writ-
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 ten on spiritual practices for many years. He has lived in an Ortho-

dox Christian monastic community and is currently working in social 

services in New York.  

 

Registration $20/person (Lunch included) 

Registration is limited; scholarships are available. 

 

For information and registration contact: 

Sandi Albom (603)303-2435 sjaeds1956@gmail.com 

Susan Ackley  (603)968-7952 ackleysusan@gmail.com 

A Service of Holy Eucharist and Healing for People 

in Recovery 
First Saturday of every month at 4:00 pm beginning October, 2018 

Next Service will be November 3, 2018 

 

Please join us for a service of healing and Holy Communion.  All are 

welcome, especially those in recovery from addiction and people who 

are affected by another person’s struggle with addiction. 

 

St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church 

102 North Main St. 

Manchester NH 03102 

(603) 622-8632 

info@standrewsmanchester.com 

St. Andrew's on Facebook 

revsandi@allsaintsnh.org  

 

All Are Welcome! 

Holiday Show and Sale 
Samantha Gordon, a talented artist form Washington DC is hosting a 

Pottery Sale on November 10 form 12 to 5 pm at St. Andrew’s Epis-

copal Church, 102 S. Main Street, Manchester.  15% of all proceeds 

will go to St. Andrew’s outreach ministries. 

mailto:sjaeds1956@gmail.com
mailto:ackleysusan@gmail.com
mailto:info@standrewsmanchester.com
https://www.facebook.com/standrews.episcopalchurch.98
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Milestones 

Happy Birthday to the following November birthday celebrants! 

 

Watch over thy children, O Lord, as their days increase; bless and 

guide them wherever they may be. Strengthen them when they stand; 

comfort them when discouraged or sorrowful; raise them up if they 

fall; and in their hearts may thy peace which passeth understanding 

abide all the days of their lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 

    Book of Common Prayer, page 830 

 

If you don’t see your birthday listed that means that we do not have 

it.  Please call the office so that your special day can be acknowl-

edged. 
 
Other Milestones: 

Baptism:   

Cole Michael Dumas, Oct. 14, 2018 

Marriage:  

Olivia Rachel Knowlton & Michael David McManus, Oct. 27, 2018 

1 Mark Ctitz 

4 Ken Rhodes 

7 Matthew Serge 

10 Brian White 

14 Amy Brumfield 

15 Allan Knight 

17 Howard Keegan 

 Mason Bochinski 

21  Shirley Magnuson 

24 Jennifer Harvey 

25 Colinette Campbell 

28 Rick Krikorian 

30 Darby Thomas 
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VESTRY MEETING 
Wednesday, September 19, 2018 

 

Present: Gail Austin, Steven Botana-
Gumbs, Amy Brumfield, Richard 
Feren, Hank Gagnon, the Reverend 
Dr. Marjorie Ann Gerbracht-Stagnaro, 
Linda Heath, Edward High, Nancy 
Johnson, Ken Kjellander, Linda Las-
sonde, David Roy, Matthew Serge, 
Eileen Suckley  
 

Absent: Valerie Anderson 
 

The meeting was opened with prayer 
at 7:00 PM. We then proceeded with 
the reading of the Norms. 
 

VOTE: A motion to accept the Clerk’s 
Report was made by Matt, seconded 
by Hank, and was carried. 
 
VOTE: A motion to accept the Rec-
tor’s Report was made by Linda H., 
seconded by Ken, and was carried. 
 
Dick presented the Financial Report 
which included the following: 

 Budget vs. Actuals – 2018 Oper-

ating Fund (January-August) 

 Operating Fund YTD profit and 

loss vs. prior year 

 Operating Fund profit and loss 

vs. prior month and same month prior 
year (August) 

 Grace House Financial Impact 

 Profit and Loss- altar, endow, 

outreach, prop, youth (January-
August) 

 Balance Sheet – endowment, 

operating and property funds 
(January-August) 

 Balance Sheet – other funds ex-

cept Grace memorial and special 

funds (January-August) 
Balance Sheet – Grace Memorial and 
Special Funds 
 
Dick noted that the pledges were 
down substantially.  It was noted that 
some parishioners have felt that we 
can depend on the endowment and 
therefor it was unnecessary to con-
tribute.  We have tried to make it 
clear that we can use only the money 
generated from the interest earned 
from the endowment – not the en-
dowment itself and the church’s 
budget still depends on the generosi-
ty of the parishioners.  We also dis-
cussed that we have not done any 
fund raising in a long time.  
 
There were a few entries that have to 
be updated in the reports; the Vestry 
will review and vote on the ac-
ceptance of these reports at the ECF 
meeting on Sunday.  It was noted 
that the Vestry needs to have a report 
on how much money is coming in and 
going out (including the endowment 
funds).  We would like the books 
closed with timeliness, accuracy, and 
clarity and be distributed to us earlier 
for review.  A suggestion was made 
that the reports are pre-analyzed to 
indicate the top three things to focus 
on for that month. 
 
The Endowment Committee had met 
and reviewed the things that the Ves-
try had suggested that the endow-
ment funds be used for; they were 
now waiting for a definitive vote.  
$80,000 has been put into the operat-
ing fund.  Funding young people’s 
programs and some air conditioning 
were the top recommendations.  It 
was felt that we were not prepared to 
make final votes for the usage of the 
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endowment funds until we had a bet-
ter report of how much money is 
coming in (including endowment 
funds) and going out.  We should be 
in a better position to vote after Sun-
day.  It was discussed and agreed 
that we did not want to put all the 
endowment monies into the operat-
ing budget – but we would like to 
include annually the amount that had 
previously been being given yearly 
as a pledge from those who donated 
the endowments -- $55,000-$60,000. 
 
The Endowment Fund now consists 
of the Addison Fund, The Lovering 
Fund, Parish Contingencies, the Car-
penter Fund and the Organ Fund. 
 
VOTE:  A motion was made by Ed, 
seconded by Linda L. and approved 
by the Vestry that the Endowment 
Committee be in charge of oversee-
ing the entire Endowment Fund. 
 
It had previously been voted that the 
Memorial Garden plaque be paid 
through the Joan Barr-Smith Memo-
rial Fund and that the inclusion cost 
be $300. The Joan-Barr-Smith Me-
morial Fund had been used for semi-
narian support and had run out of 
money. The cost of the plaque is 
$3000.  
 
VOTE:  A motion to approve the use 
of the funds from the Bob Swanson 
Memorial (containing $550) and the 
Memorial/Special Donations 
(containing $2506) for the new 
bronze plaque and was made by Ed, 
seconded by Linda L. and approved 
by the Vestry. 
 
The Website has been taken over by 
Kersten Matera. We were requested 

to look at the website and email Mar-
lene with any information that you 
note needs changing, deletion, or 
addition by October 5

th
. 

 
Grace House has 6 tenants – 4 men 
and 2 women.  They range from high 
school graduates to Master’s grad.  
They have had a break in where a 
laptop was taken.  Fortunately a ten-
ant was at home at the time and 
heard the burglar who then fled.  The 
parents of one of the tenants has 
agreed to donate funds to install a 
security system for the first floor and 
the kitchen entry.  
 
Lyn had researched when other 
Manchester churches had scheduled 
Christmas events. There was only 
one weekend when Lessons and 
Carols could be held this year but 
Mark is not available on that date.  It 
was suggested that we could cancel 
it for this year.  Since one of the ma-
jor interests of the church is our mu-
sic program, the Vestry did not think 
that it would be a good thing to can-
cel Lessons and Carols.  Ken will 
notify the Choir and see what other 
day – perhaps a Friday evening – 

could be good.   
 
The Planning and Finance Commit-
tee requested that vestry members 
volunteer to do some fact finding 
about the approaches that other in-
ner city churches take to deal with 
the increased activity with transient 
and homeless including discarded 
needles and drug paraphernalia as 
well as defecation on the premises. 
The volunteers will email Amy with 
their findings by September 29

th
.  

They are as follows: 

 Hank – Brookside (669-2807) 
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  Ken – Lutheran (623-3541) 

 Steve – UU (625-6854) 

 Linda L. – First Congregational 

(625-5093) 

 Matt – First Baptist (623-6041) 
Linda H. – St. Joseph’s (622-6404) 
  
Mutual Ministry, job performance re-
view, is done by a group of leaders of 
the church.  There are performance 
evaluation forms for all the staff posi-
tions.  Linda H. and Eileen will ask 
Ann Hewins to be the core group. 
 
The Vestry members and the com-
mittees that they belong to are as 
follows: 

 Dave – Stewardship, Counter 

 Linda L. – Stewardship, Out-

reach, Lay Reader, Former SS 

 Nancy – Fellowship, Adult Ed. 

 Ken – Lector, Choir 

 Steve – Usher, Eucharistic Minis-

ter 

 Hank – Usher, Stewardship, 

Laundry Love 

 Dick – Stewardship, Finance 

 Amy – Planning and Finance, 

Property, Outreach, Grace House, 
SS, Counter 

 Eileen – Planning and Finance, 

Reader 

 Ed – Planning and Finance, As-

sistant Treasurer 

 Linda H. – Planning and Finance, 

Outreach, Property, Grace House, 
Counter 

 Gail – Counter, Planning and 

Finance, Knitting, Adult Ed, Out-
reach, Safe Church 

 Matt – Reader, Property 
 

Jane Van Zandt had previously come 
with others to address the Vestry 
about the Sanctuary Movement.  
Since we felt that Jane was well in-
formed and the most even-tempered 
of the group, the Vestry has request-
ed that only she come and present a 
power point presentation concerning 
this movement.  We look forward to 
having her come on October 17

th
 and 

provide us with information of what is 
needed at the sanctuary church so 
we can better inform our parishion-
ers.  We would like to note that we 
have 22 individuals from this parish 
participating. 
 

Mike Andres, our new deacon, is re-
covering from back surgery.  He is 
scheduled to be in church on Sep-
tember 30

th
. 

 

The meeting was adjourned 9:00PM. 
The next meeting of the Vestry will be 
on October 17

th. 

  
Respectfully submitted, Nancy John-
son, Clerk 
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Amy Brumfeld, Warden 
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Richard Feren, Treasurer 
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