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 shifting realities of homelessness that have happened over the past 

decade here in our city.   

 

Those present were gifted a wonderful overview of how, over time, 

choices made by our city government have impacted the movement 

of our homeless and transient neighbors towards places where they 

feel safe, including beautiful church campuses like ours.  A commu-

nity center within our city that gave homeless a place to stay during 

the day was shut down. City leaders closed tent communities of 

homeless located on our city’s riverfront. Public restrooms in our city 

have been permanently closed as it was hard to keep them clean and 

safe.  “Safe stations,” a concept our city invented, were created in the 

hopes that those who were addicted could be dropped off at local fire 

stations to secure help. This last service, intended to be a good idea, 

impacted local resources tremendously. Once others in neighboring 

states heard about this service, people would drive hours from their 

homes elsewhere to drop someone who was addicted in their family 

at a fire station in our city.  So a good intent: providing support for 

those who were addicted resulted in an increase in the number of 

homeless neighbors in our city. 

 

The bottom line?  The city of Manchester – its churches, government, 

hospitals, mental health resources, and nonprofit organizations trying 

to help people both from our city and those who come from else-

where seeking resources and healing.  And in the midst of massive 

shift and change, our core question as church is always the same. 

How does Jesus call us to respond? 

 

God calls us to serve the poor.  Welcome all. But we also must re-

member, Jesus was not a doormat.  When people set up a mini mall in 

the temple, Jesus took a stand. He turned over the tables.  Christ pro-

claimed oh so clearly, “This kind of behavior is not appropriate in 

God’s house.” 

 

Leaving drug needles in our gardens for a child potentially to find 

and pick up.  Not appropriate. City Year interns, high school and col-

lege age, not feeling safe on our campus because of the presence of 

transients sleeping on the back stairwells of their home.  Not appro-

priate. Parishioners being frightened of coming to night meetings be-
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 cause they have to step over someone who is sleeping to get through 

a doorway. Not appropriate. 

 

What is appropriate?  Welcoming people to sit and rest on our bench-

es during normal, daylight business hours.  Guiding homeless neigh-

bors towards services that will help them. Becoming clearer about 

how to keep our parish family AND our homeless and transient fami-

lies safe at all times.   

 

Clear guidelines are being established by your Vestry leadership for 

all of us so that moving forward our parish home remains a safe place 

to hear and live out God’s call. 

Blessings and love, 

Marjorie + 

2018 Grace Church Knitting Retreat 

The 2018 Grace Church Knitting Group retreat will be held on Satur-

day, October 27, 2018 from 9am to 3pm in the Great Hall at Grace 

Church. A simple lunch of soup and bread with a beverage will be 

served. This event is open to all crafters, not just knitters. Please join 

us for this annual gathering of fiber and fellowship at our own Grace 

Church. 

 

Please contact Linda Chamberlain:  

douglas.chamberlain@comcast.net or Karen West at 

kncwest@gmail.com to let us know you plan to attend.  We do ask all 

attendees to bring a finger food that can be shared by all. Bring your 

handwork and show off your completed items! Bring yarn or needles 

you no longer want and it will find a new home on our swap table. 

 

Please contact Linda or Karen with questions. We can’t wait to see 

you there!! 
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Children’s Chimers Chat 
During October practice for the St. 

Michael’s Children’s Chimers will take 

place during Sunday School on October 

7, 14 and 28 at 10:45 am.  Participation 

in church service is on the third Sunday, 

October 21, where we will chime 

“Morning Has Broken.” All children 

wishing to participate that day need to be 

ready to practice at 10:00 am. One of the 

children gets a turn ringing the big stee-

ple bell before the 10:30 service begins on those Sundays. This is 

now the start of the third year of St. Michael’s Children’s Chimers! 
 

Book Group 

Grace Book Group welcomes all parishion-

ers and friends to join them the third Tues-

day of each month for book discussion and 

a potluck lunch.  Gathering is at noon in the 

Library. October's book for discussion is: 

The Women Who Raised Me: A Memoir 

by Victoria Rowell. 'This is a story of a re-

markable woman's rise out of the foster 

care system to attain the American dream - 

and the unlikely series of women who lifted 

her up.'  Hope to see you October 16. 

 

 

 

 

 



6  

 

 Reflections and Thoughts 
Is Grace Church like a Campfire? 

 

When we go on our camping trips, we very much enjoy campfires. 

Some of our favorite meals are best when cooked over a campfire or 

when covered by the coals left after it has burned for a while. We do 

have a Coleman portable stove if needed, but our preference is to cook 

over a campfire or in its coals. 

 

Also, after cooking and eating our evening meal, we enjoy sitting by 

what is left of the fire. We will move the coals and wood fragments to 

see how long we can keep a small fire burning. Sometimes we may 

add a few small pieces of wood. It is so relaxing at the end of the day. 

We missed our campfires during our August trip because many parks 

banned them due to the hundreds of wildfires already burning in Cana-

da and the US. 

 

On our way home from this camping trip, we saw a small hanging 

plaque with the title “Advice from a Campfire.” It caught our attention 

because we had only had a couple of opportunities for campfires on 

this trip, and since campfires are meaningful to us, we decided to buy 

it. Some of the bits that I particularly liked included the following: 

 Bring people together 

 Kindle strong friendships 

 Radiate warmth 

 

These three particularly resonated with me because they made me 

think about how the Grace Church environment also does those things. 

 

Grace Church is very welcoming. Many new people have commented 

about how welcomed and comfortable they felt on their first visit to 

Grace Church. They didn’t mention coming and being uneasy, but felt 

immediately like they could fit in. This matches with the line that says 

“Bring people together.” 

 

Grace Church also seems to have a way to kindle strong friendships. 

All I need to do is think about the number of people who met someone 

special here, got married, and then stayed together at Grace Church for 
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 a long time. To me, that implies strong friendships. 

 

Grace Church certainly does radiate warmth. That is evident from the 

first two descriptions, but there is one thing more. During the Peace, 

there is an additional warmth from people walking around and greet-

ing each other. 

 

Based on the above, I think it is fair to say that Grace Church has tak-

en advice from a campfire. It brings people together, kindles friend-

ships, and radiates warmth. 

Church Picnic 
To celebrate the end of summer, the beginning of a new program 

year, Marjorie’s return from Sabbatical and the joy of being a parish 

family, Grace Church held this year’s Parish Picnic on September 9, 

2018 at the home of parishioners Tom and Chris Stevens. We gath-

ered after the final 9:00 service of the summer to share hot dogs, 

hamburgers, and fabulous potluck fare. 

 

There was never a dull moment, as there was a variety of games for 

kids and adults, lively conversation, and the Stevens’ beautiful pool 

was available for those who wanted to take a swim. If you weren’t 

there, know that we missed you, and hope that you will be able to 

join us next year! It was truly an afternoon to remember. 

 

Thanks to Tom and Chris for their delightful hospitality, and to Teddi 

McIntosh and the rest of the Fellowship Team who coordinated the 

event, and for everyone who stepped up to help with food, games, 

setup, and cleanup. 
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National Ataxia Foundation 
Ken and I continue to support the efforts of the National Ataxia Foundation 

and their efforts to support research for a cure for ataxia. 

 

The 2nd Annual New Hampshire Ataxia Walk 'n' Roll will be held Satur-

day, October 6th, Registration at 9 a.m., Walk at 10 a.m..  We will Soar to 

Cure Ataxia at The Aviation Museum of New Hampshire in Londonderry. 

We invite you to Walk ‘n’ Roll with us. No registration fee - Donations on-

ly. You may donate online, (contact Jill Porter:  jilleporter@comcast for a 

link to donate online) by check, payable to: National Ataxia Foundation, or 

by cash.  Please note the poster on the wall in the Great Hall. For additional 

information contact  Jill Porter, jilleporter@comcast. Please help us in 

reaching our goal. 
 

Jill & Ken Porter 
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Wednesday Bible Study Group  
Comparative Religion:  Confucius, Buddha, Jesus, and Muham-

mad 

 
On Wednesday, September 12, the Bible Study Group began a new 

series of videos and discussions centered around four major world reli-

gions --  Confucianism, Buddhism, Christianity, and Islam --  present-

ed by Dr. Mark W. Muesse, Associate Professor of Religious Studies 

and Director of Asian Studies at Rhodes College. 

 

Confucius, the Buddha, Jesus, and Muhammad are among the most 

important and influential persons in history.  They are remembered for 

the examples of their lives, their insights into the human condition and 

the nature of ultimate reality, and the religious movements they in-

spired.  It would be difficult to name another set of four persons who 

have more deeply affected so many human lives. 

 

In this course, we will examine these four figures both separately and 

comparatively in an effort to grasp the essential features of their lives 

and teachings and explore the factors that contributed to their great-

ness.  We will attend to the similarities and differences in their mes-

sages, in the patterns of their lives, and in the ways they impacted their 

followers and the rest of the world. 

 

The class meets on Wednesdays from 11 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. in the 

Grace Church Library.  All are welcome!  For more information, con-

tact Lyn Marino (ciaomarino2@gmail.com or 603.801.3565). 

Church Newsletter 
David Ross will be joining Kersten Matera as co-editor for the  

Grace Notes newsletter.  We appreciate his help!  This is a general 

reminder that submissions to the newsletter are due the 15th of month 

prior to its publication.  Please email any contribution to the newsletter 

to Kersten and David at: gracechurchnewsletter@gmail.com. 
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Milestones 

Happy Birthday to the following October birthday celebrants! 

 

If you don’t see your birthday listed that means that we do not have 

it.  Please call the office so that your special day can be acknowl-

edged. 

 

Watch over thy children, O Lord, as their days increase; bless and 

guide them wherever they may be. Strengthen them when they stand; 

comfort them when discouraged or sorrowful; raise them up if they 

fall; and in their hearts may thy peace which passeth understanding 

abide all the days of their lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 

    Book of Common Prayer, page 830 
 

Congratulations to Betsy Staulcup 
Congratulations to Greg and Christie Lake who became parents to 

Mackenzie Jean on August 28. Greg and Christie were married here 

on October 5, 2013. Mackenzie is the granddaughter of Anne Lake 

and the great granddaughter of Betsy Staulcup. Congratulations to 

everyone! 

3  Clare Yerbergy 

4    Mark Kimball 

6    Eileen Suckley 

7   Liam Gallagher 

      David Ross 

9    Jim Coleman 

      Ivy Bochinski 

      Suzan Padmore 

10  Jim Thomas 

11  Toby Fox 

      Davan Muir 

      Autumn Rose Clarke 

12  Justin Taylor 

13  Ronald Paquin 

14  Barbara Maloney 

17  Atoch Leek 

18  Marco Protano 

19  Mary Wyatt 

21  Sam Anderson 

22  Rodney Padmore 

 Danielle Blevens 

23  Linda Lassonde 

24  Ken Grinnell 

29  Brad Rousseau 

 Warren Koch 

30  Lisa Atkinson 
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Seeking Host Families for SNHU’s Thanksgiving   

Hosts Program 
Southern New Hampshire University (SNHU) seeks local host fami-

lies willing to welcome pairs of international students into their homes 

to celebrate Thanksgiving this year. SNHU has more than 500 hundred 

international students from approximately 70 countries studying in 

Manchester. Many are eager for the chance to visit with an American 

family to learn more about our culture and traditions. What better oc-

casion and time of the year than Thanksgiving? 

 

If you are interested in inviting two or more SNHU international stu-

dents to join your family’s Thanksgiving celebration, please contact 

Debbie Donnelly either at (603) 645-9676 or d.donnelly@snhu.edu: or 

go directly to the SNHU website to download the Host Family Appli-

cation. 

 

To apply on the SNHU website, click on the International Students 

link on the top of the opening page, then on the International Student 

Services link on the left; then ISS Forms and Resources. Return the 

application by November 2nd to Debbie Donnelly either to her email 

address or by regular mail to her attention at the ISS Office, 2500 

North River Road, Manchester, New Hampshire 03106. 

 

In mid-November, after receiving host and student applications, Deb-

bie will be in touch with all names and contact information for the stu-

dents you’ll be hosting for the day to enable you to contact them to 

coordinate plans and times. 

 

This is truly a wonderful opportunity for all who are involved. Please 

consider opening your hearts and homes to share this day when we 

give thanks for all that is good and plentiful in our lives. 
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Gifts for ChIPS 

Do some of your Christmas shopping early.  Support a Diocesan Out-

reach project (ChIPS—Children of Incarcerated Parents) in which 

incarcerated parents (or sometimes grandparents or older siblings) are 

able to select Christmas gifts to give to their children at the annual 

holiday party. This helps to give inmates an opportunity for connec-

tion with their families, a way to show the children that they are not 

forgotten. It is the goal of the committee to provide each child with a 

gift and a book.  Once the gifts are chosen, volunteers wrap them and 

the prison throws a party. The families visit and the inmates give the 

presents to their children. 

 

There are specific guidelines to follow: Gifts should not exceed retail 

value of $25 and should come close to that amount, rather than a col-

lection of less expensive gifts.  If you purchase a gift that requires 

batteries, please purchase those as well and attach them to the gift. 

Consider buying a gift that would be appropriate for both boys and 

girls such as balls or board games.  No used items, homemade items, 

or gift cards can be accepted.  

 

The following items are NOT acceptable: jewelry, balloons, crayons, 

play-doh, glue, bubbles, make-up, long sticks, knitting needles, cro-

chet hooks, paint brushes, glass items, clothing, sharp tools or toy 

weapons of any kind. It is often easier to buy gifts for younger chil-

dren.  There is always a shortage of gifts for older children. Books 

are a separate category. Both hard cover and paperback books are ap-

propriate. 

 

You may drop off unwrapped gifts or monetary donations (checks 

made out to the Diocese of New Hampshire with ChIPS on the memo 

line) at church until October 28.  Delegates to Convention will bring 

the gifts to Convention on November 3. Gifts will then be delivered 

to St. Paul’s School for sorting. 
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 VESTRY MEETING 

Wednesday, July 18, 2018 

Present: David Roy, Linda Las-
sonde, Hank Gagnon, Steve 
Botana-Gumbs, Amy Brum-
field, Linda Heath, Eileen 
Suckley, Dick Feren 

Excused: The Reverend Dr. 
Marjorie Ann Gerbracht-
Stagnaro, Matt Serge, Ed High, 
Nancy Johnson, Ken Kjelland-
er, Valerie Anderson, Gail Aus-
tin 
 

Warden Linda Heath opened 
with prayer followed by a read-
ing of the Norms. 
 

In the absence of Nancy John-
son, Eileen Suckley will take 
meeting notes. Motion made 
by Amy Brumfield and second-
ed by Hank Gagnon. 
 

Review of Clerk’s Report: Lin-
da pointed out that Gary York 
asked that quotes for fire alarm 
system be kept confidential as 
their premature release would 
have a negative impact on his 
ability to negotiate a pricing 
agreement. Quotes should be 
removed from the June 
minutes before distribution. 
 

With regard to May minutes, 
the quotation attributed to Jim 
Higgins needs to be amended. 
Jim stated only that monies 

used for building repairs were 
not subject to Fair Share as-
sessment. Motion to amend 
May vestry minutes to accu-
rately reflect Jim’s words was 
made by Hank Gagnon and 
seconded by Linda Heath. 
 

Review of Treasurer’s Report: 
YTD report shows a shortfall of 
$90,694, due at least in part to 
the new schedule of disburse-
ment of endowment funds. 
Carpenter and General Endow-
ment funds typically generate 
$20K semiannually. Amy is in 
the process of conferring with 
Ken Quigley to ask specifically 
about the payment of these 
funds and to agree upon a 
schedule of payment for all en-
dowments going forward. Mo-
tion by Steve Botana-Gumbs: 
Adopt the provisions of New 
Hampshire’s Prudent Manage-
ment of Institutional Funds Act 
(UPMIFA) RSA 292-B: 4V (a) 
with respect to the General 
Fund and Carpenter Fund en-
dowments. Seconded by Hank 
Gagnon. Discussion of chang-
es in tax laws which have es-
tablished standardized deduc-
tions and may impact pledge 
levels. Discussion of possibility 
of establishing a Welcoming 
Committee to facilitate growth. 
Linda requested an analysis of 
pledge activity as it compares 
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 to previous years for the Sep-
tember vestry meeting. Motion 
by Hank Gagnon to schedule 
our next Vestry meeting for 
September 19th with the pos-
sibility of an intermediary 
meeting in early September. 
Motion to accept Treasurer’s 
Report by Linda Lassonde. 
Seconded by Steve Botana-
Gumbs. 
 

Old Business Updates 

-Memorial Plaques have ar-
rived. Linda will ask Property 
Committee to install 
-Training for Church Website. 
Steve has had an initial train-
ing with Kayla West and she 
will be available to help with 
assistance in site changes 
needed in the future. Amy 
Brumfield and Kersten Matera 
will also be trained. 
-Marlene has obtained a date 
for updating the safe/file cabi-
net 
-Kersten Matera has agreed to 
assume the role of Newsletter 
editor 
-Laundry Love resumes on Au-
gust 7 

-Hank reported that Terry Ev-
erett will assume responsibility 
for New Horizons from Mickey 
Linares. Greg Gagnon has 
agreed to be Terry’s back up 
and Linda Lassonde will also 

make herself available. 
New Business Highlights 

-Incident at Picnic in the Park 
resulted in filing of a police re-
port due to unruly behavior of 
one attendee. Linda has spo-
ken with event organizer to re-
quest additional security 

-Planning and Finance has 
agreed to meet on August 2 to 
review and analyze financial 
data relative to the deficit fig-
ures. Dick Feren will be away 
on vacation. 
 

Motion to adjourn at 8:10 pm 
by Steve Botana-Gumbs, se-
conded by David Roy 

Eileen Suckley, Clerk pro tem 
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Grace Episcopal Church 
106 Lowell Street 

Manchester, NH 03101 

Tel (603) 622-9813 

Fax (603) 669-6044 

gracechurchmanchesternh@gmail.com 

www.gracechurchmanchester.org 

 

Clergy 

The Rev. Dr. Marjorie Gerbracht-Stagnaro, Rector 
  

Vestry 

Linda Heath, Warden  

Amy Brumfeld, Warden 

Nancy Johnson,  Clerk            

Richard Feren, Treasurer 

Edward High, Assistant Treasurer 
 

Valerie Anderson, Gail Austin, Hank Gagnon,  

Steven Botana-Gumbs, Ken Kjellander, Linda Lassonde,  

David Roy, Matt Serge, Eileen Suckley  
  

Staff 

Mark Cleveland, Director of Music 

Ken Grinnell, Organist 

Carter Beck. Organist 

Justin & Nicole Otto, Church School Coordinators 

Marlene Thompson, Parish Administrator 

Lyn Marino, Assistant Parish Administrator 

Jill Porter, Bookkeeper 

Emery Freethey, Sexton 

Hank Gagnon, Assistant Sexton 

Susan Senneville, Nursery Care Giver 
  

Newsletter 

Kersten Matera & David Ross 

gracechurchnewsletter@gmail.com  
 

Cover Illustration 

 Andrew Freshour 
 

Next Newsletter Deadline 

October 15, 2018 

http://us.mc562.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=gracechurch@attglobal.net
http://www.gracechurchmanchester.org/
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