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Rector’s Reflection - Rev. Dr. Marjorie Gerbracht-Stagnaro 
(Note ~ I wrote this right after our parish’s annual meeting on Sunday, January 22, 2017) 

￼ 
One of the wonderful things Facebook does on a regular basis is remind you 
on certain days where you were and what you were doing on that date one, 
two, or even five years ago. Today, Facebook reminded me that two years ago I 
was in London. Facebook even gifted me photo memories, including a poem I 
saw as I rode the Underground. The poem is titled “No one should have no 
one.” It reads as follows – 

No one to say good morning to 
No one to bless you when you sneeze. 
No one to take tea with. 
Or whisky for that matter. 
No one at the end of the phone. 
No one to share anything with: A cake, a laugh, or a problem. 
No one to make one day different from the last 
No one to turn to. 
No one, but no one, should have no one. 

One of the gifts of being an inner city priest is you get to become a someone to 
people who have no one. A few months ago a couple who lived in Manchester, 
but were not members of our church, contacted me and asked for money to 
save them from being evicted. The woman of the couple had been in a terrible 
accident and unable to work. It was easy to see they were solid, hard working 
folk who had just fallen on hard times. 

Flash backwards to two weeks ago when the couple contacted me again, asking 
for more money, this time to purchase clothing. Their apartment had been 
infested with bedbugs, so they threw out all their clothing and relocated to a 
cleaner, healthier home. I reminded them of my general policy: “If I help you 
once, I can’t help you again. There is just too much need in our city.” 
However I recommended they phone Saint Andrew’s in Manchester and Saint 
Matthew’s in Goffstown, churches with clothing pantries. Sure enough, the 
interim rector of Saint Matthew’s came through. At a monthly clergy day the 
“drop” was made and the Reverend Celeste Hemingson handed over three 
huge containers of clothing (see photo) to me. This past Friday the couple 
came to our parish and retrieved the clothes. I then received a text from the 
couple: “God brought you into our lives for a reason. We will always hold a 
special place for you and your parish in our hearts. Thank you again.” 

Friends, no one, but no one, should have no one. In Christ’s name, who needs 
you? Who can you be an important someone to? 

Blessings and love, Marjorie xo+ 
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Heed the Call for Mentoring 
At the services on January 15, members were treated to a speech from Gregg 
Burdett, CEO of Big Brothers/ Big Sisters. A wonderful sermon followed by 
Bishop Hirschfeld, tying in the importance of recreating God’s presence in 
the world, especially among those that are most vulnerable. 

I am chair of the Diocesan “Our Kids” Youth Commission, We are charged 
with helping bridge the opportunity gap facing youth in New Hampshire. Our 
members have come to the consensus that youth mentoring youth is one 
method that offers the greatest impact. 

Please consider taking up this purpose. Imagine the possibilities when our 
parish’s diverse set of experiences combine efforts towards mentoring the 
community’s youth! Thank you in advance for 

BBBSNH provides children facing adversity with strong and enduring, 
professionally supported, one-to-one relationships that change their lives for 
the better, forever. 
  

Becoming a Big Brother or Big Sister is easy. Simply go to our 
website(www.bbbsnh.org) and follow the links or call us at 1-844-NH4-BIGS 
and we will arrange an interview.  The matching process can take between 4-
8 weeks and is quite painless. 
  

All that is asked is a commitment of 2 hours, twice a month. That’s it.  We 
currently have almost 300 children on our waiting list. About 80% are boys.  
  

Please consider giving a child the gift of a mentor, and a new friend. 
  

Sincerely, Ed Doyle 

Manchester Central High School 
Music Honors Society 

Chamber Concert
 

Tuesday, February 21, 2017 
6:00 p.m. 

Grace Episcopal Church Sanctuary 
Reception to follow 

 

*Proceeds collected at the concert will benefit Manchester’s Liberty House. 
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VESTRY MEETING 
Wednesday, 12/14/16 

Present: Ed High, Dick Feren, Gail Austin, Linda Heath, Eileen Suckley, Ann 
Hewins, Linda Lassonde, Jim Higgins, Lauren Cline
 

Excused: Kevin Von Braun, Mickey Linares, Nancy Johnson, Steven Botana-
Gumbs
 

The meeting began at 7 PM with a prayer by Marjorie giving thanks for the 
outgoing members of Vestry - Jim, Lauren, and Kevin.
 

We began, with the absence of Nancy Johnson as clerk, by making a motion 
to appoint Eileen Suckley as clerk pro tem for the meeting.  The motion was 
made by  Linda Heath and seconded by Anne Hewins.
 

The reading of the Norms took place.
 

Marjorie received a pass from both Wardens this month for completing her 
rector's report for December.  She will combine December 2016 with her 
January 2017.
 

A collection for staff bonuses and the signing of personal Christmas greetings 
occurred.
 

The clerk's report, submitted for November, 2016, was reviewed.  Linda Heath 
made a motion that we accept the November vestry minutes as typed and 
this was seconded by Jim Higgins.  The motion carried.
 

Ed reviewed the October, 2016 budget numbers. Overall it was a good month, 
ending with a deficit of $10k but that is a steady improvement since August.  

Linda Lassonde made a motion to accept October's numbers and Ann 
seconded. 
 

Ed noted the November report was still being drafted.  At the end of November 
we were about $3,500 behind budget. This is an estimate to be finalized later in 
the month.
 

The real issue is the proposed budget for 2017.  Pledge payments have remained 
steady at $260K. New pledges have added $15K which brings pledge payments 
to $275K and total pledge income to $285K.That would bring our deficit down 
to $18K.
 

Marjorie has asked Jill Porter to do an analysis of the Christmas flower 
donations to insure that our expenditures in this area are on target and are not a 
deficit. 
 

A discussion ensued as to ways in which to close the budge deficit. Use of 
facilities is up including rentals in Grace House from City Year.  The expense of 
our detailed audit ($10,000) will come partially from sale of Richard Gesner's 
car and partially from Miscellaneous expenses.
 

Jim cited a recent Supreme Court ruling regarding income from rented parking 
spaces by St. George's in Durham, New Hampshire. Assessors viewed this 
money as income and denied religious exemption. The court upheld the 
Assessors decision. In order to qualify for a religious exemption, property that 
we have must be used for religious purposes. Our rental of Grace House might 
qualify for charitable exemption but not for religious exemption. However, we 
would not be exempt from a Business Enterprise tax. For budgeting purposes, 
Jim suggests that we set aside 
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funds in the event our current exemption status is questioned (as it may well be 
in the light of the court's recent decision) as this poses a potential liability. Jim 
recommends that we set aside 8 - 10K for this eventuality.
 

Linda Heath suggests putting a line item in the budge called Fundraising that 
goes directly to the deficit and another for expenses associated with 
Fundraising. Fundraising efforts need to be formalized and closely linked to 
Stewardship.
 

We have accumulated $29,000 in interest from endowments over the past four 
years. We had borrowed $17K from the Lovering Account.   The Planning and 
Finance team recommended that we pay back the Lovering Account.   Ed 
suggests that we take the remaining $12K and reinvest it in the endowments. 

Ed moved that we pay back $17K to Lovering account and submit $12K to 
endowments. Linda Heath seconded. The Property Improvement Fund is 
currently running over $50K. Some of the interest from this move would 
come back to the Operating Fund. The money borrowed from Property for 
Grace House would be completely paid back 2018.  This motion passed.
 

Richard Gesner's donated car was sold for $9,800. $4,600 remains and could be 
placed in the General Endowment where it would gain interest. There are 
several other funds that would also yield interest.

Ann Hewins moved that money be put into property account.  Gail Austin 
amended the motion and recommended that $800 be put aside to pay Fair 
Share costs we will be charged for the audit audit. The remaining funds 
($3800) would then be put into Property.  This motion, including the 
amendment suggested by Gail, was seconded by Jim Higgins. The motion 
passed.
 

Marjorie explained that we received positive feedback about Mary Sargent's 
gifts for leading and facilitating last year's Annual Meeting.  The result was that 
Mary Sargent was engaged to be Parish Facilitator at the Annual Meeting of 
January 22nd, 2017.  Three issues need to be addressed at this meeting: (1) 
How big is the deficit? (2) How long have we carried the deficit? (3) How do 
we end this trend?
 
Marjorie would like a group to meet to plan for Annual Meeting presentation. 
Those who agreed to be part of this meeting include Lauren Cline, Marjorie, 
Dick Feren and Ann Hewins.  Marjorie will arrange a meeting with this group 
and Mary Sargent.
 

Ann asked if individual committees had been asked to submit reports for the 
Annual Meeting.  Marjorie replied Marlene will contact each committee chair 
for final committee report early in January.
 

After a final prayer led by Marjorie the meeting was adjourned at 8:23 PM.
 

Respectfully submitted,
Eileen Suckley

Clerk Pro Tem 
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More Church Humor 
Here are a few more of my attempts at giving some church related things a 
humorous twist. I hope you enjoy them. 

Dick Feren 

1. We can never own the period from Ash Wednesday to Easter because it is 
lent to us. 

2. The church has many examples of their history of male domination, 
including the following: 
Prayers end with Amen and not Awomen. 
Church songs are hymns and not hers. 

3. If communion were changed so that we were only allowed to give out 
one half a wafer and a teaspoon of wine, would that change be considered 
an Altar Ration? 

4 a) Would a movie about communion elements be called “The Rite Stuff”? 
b) If communion elements are the rite stuff, is the silver polish used by the 
altar guild the Wright stuff? 

5. If your life changes in a good way, and you say a thank-you prayer, does 
that change become an Amen-dment? 

6. If a priest didn’t want the task of burning last year’s pre-Easter greens to 
make ashes, would they just palm it off on someone else? 

7. Baptisms have to be better planned than editing a document because it is 
not as easy to change the font. 

8. The compartment where consecrated communion elements are stored 
could be called “the Spanish man.” Why? (answer on page 11 ) 
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Mark your calendar! 
One of the many traditions observed at Grace Episcopal Church is 
the pancake supper on Shrove Tuesday. Shrove comes from the 
word shrive, meaning absolution. It's also widely known as Fat 
Tuesday, or as the French call it, Mardi Gras. In years gone by it was 
a day to confess one's sins to a priest to receive the sacrament of 
absolution in preparation for Lent. 

Pancakes were then made with eggs and fat, which were then given 
up for the next forty days. In the following years, Shrove Tuesday 
became the last day to indulge in excess and wild living, with Ash 
Wednesday following the evening. This year Shrove Tuesday falls 
on February 28th, so join us for pancakes and merriment in the 
Great Hall at 6pm! 

The Grace Church Book Group 
The Book Group has started 2017 with a great selection of 
books. If you are interested in learning more about joining 
this group, please contact Ann ORourke at 808-268-1071 or 
annorourke1@yahoo.com. New members and visitors are 
always welcome. 
 
At the February meeting, members will be discussing Travels 
with Charley in Search of America. This book gives an intimate 
look at John Steinbeck’s journey across America in 
September of 1960: a stunning evocation of America on the 
eve of a tumultuous decade.  

February meeting: Date: Tuesday, February 21 
Time: 12:00 Noon Place: Grace Episcopal Church Library 
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MILESTONES 

Happy Birthday to the following February birthdays celebrants! 

2 Elyse Goyette 
Lillian Goyette 

8 Maria Douglas 
12 Christine Anderson 

Lee Miller 
David Charlesworth 
Maureen Nagle 

14 Debra Coakley 
Ed Doyle 
Emma McIver 

15 Paul Botana-Gumbs 
17 Lucy Rhodes 
20 Brent Stagnaro 
21 Karen Taylor Kimball 
25 Rohan Cline 
28 Ann Marvin 

Watch over thy children, O Lord, as their days increase; bless and guide them 
wherever they may be. Strengthen them when they stand; comfort them when 
discouraged or sorrowful; raise them up if they fall; and in their hearts may 
thy peace which passeth understanding abide all the days of their lives; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Book of Common Prayer, page 830 

If you don’t see your birthday listed that means that we do not have it. Please call 
the office so that your special day can be acknowledged – or if we have it wrong, 
please let us know that also. 

Other Milestones: 
Baptisms: Cohen William Abbott, December 31, 2016 

Elyse Grace Goyette and Lillian Grace Goyette, 
January 8, 2017 

Marriage: Kristina Norberg Johnson and AutumnRose Clarke, 
December 31, 2016 

Funeral: Sally Zyla Addison, January 14, 2017 
Confirmation, Receptions, Reaffirmations: January 15, 2017 

Melissa J. Moher Roy, Herbert Perez Ramos, Melissa 
Glassman, David Roger Roy, Stephen Penn and 
James Coleman 
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Grace Episcopal Church 
106 Lowell Street 

Manchester, NH 03101 
Tel (603) 622-9813 
Fax (603) 669-6044 

gracechurchmanchesternh@gmail.com 
www.gracechurchmanchester.org 

 Clergy 
The Rev. Dr. Marjorie Gerbracht-Stagnaro, Rector 

  
Vestry 

Linda Heath, Warden Ann Hewins, Warden 
Nancy Johnson, Clerk Ed High, Treasurer 

Richard Feren, Assistant Treasurer 

 Gail Austin, Steven Botana-Gumbs, Amy Brumfield, 
Jason Carignan, Mark Critz, Linda Lassonde, 
Miclena Linares, David Roy, Eileen Suckley, 

Staff 
Mark Cleveland, Director of Music 

Ken Grinnell, Organist
Carter Beck. Organist 

Justin & Nicole Otto, Church School Coordinators 
Marlene Thompson, Parish Administrator 

Lyn Marino, Assistant Parish Administrator 
Jill Porter, Bookkeeper 
Emery Freethey, Sexton 

Susan Senneville, Nursery Care Giver 
  

Newsletter 
Lauren Cline 

Lauren6997@yahoo.com 
  

Next Newsletter Deadline 
February 15, 2017 

(Answer to joke on page 8: because the name of it sounds like “hombre”) 
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