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From the Rector From the Rector --  Rev. Dr. Marjorie GerbrachtRev. Dr. Marjorie Gerbracht--StagnaroStagnaro 
 

This morning I write my musings from the granite covered kitchen island 
of my home.  A holy trinity of three has formed– a computer, two typing 
hands, and Ella Fitzgerald crooning in the background singing: Summer-
time and the livin’ is easy.  Fish are jumpin and the cotton is high.  Yo’ 
daddy’s rich and yo’ mama’s good lookin’.  So hush now little baby, don’t 
you cry. 
 
This year’s summertime the livin’ has not been easy.  As a mother I cried 
freely at the Elliot Hospital with a son who fell out of a tree and cut open 
his stomach with a metal fence.  (A British friend counseled by e-mail that 
summer is officially “out of the gate” once the first trip to the Emergency 
Room has occurred.) Many of us cried when we heard the news that two 
treasured parishioners died – Pollie Downie and Tom Nagle – died last 
week.  Finally, as a nation we have 
collectively wept and been angered 
by the shootings of our neighbors 
who were celebrating at a local club 
in Orlando, New Hampshire.  As my 
son explained, “Mommy, that is just 
not fair.  All they were doing was 
having fun.  They weren’t hurting 
anyone.  They were just celebrating.  
They died for no reason.” 
 
I am thankful for the wisdom of fel-
low Anglican clergy throughout the 
world who have put words against 
the senseless deaths that occurred early this past Sabbath:   
 
The Bishop of Central Florida, the Right Reverend Gregory Brewer re-
marked, “My natural reaction was to keep the horror of this event at a dis-
tance – keeping my heart safe from grief and outrage. But slowly, and as 
an answer to prayer, the sadness, the weariness, the empty silence of 
mourning poured in.  Someone said that the deeper the grief, the fewer 
the words. That’s how I feel. Words of condolence have little value in the 
face of this carnage. For right now, all we can do is grieve, pray and sup-
port the families of those who have died the best we can.  I will leave it to 
others to look for someone to blame. Instead – right now – all I want to 
do is to stand beside, pray, and love as best I can. There will be time later 
raise questions about security, gun violence, and homophobic rage.” 
 
The Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal Church, the Most Reverend Mi-
chael Curry, in a video message produced in response to the killings in 
Orlando, said this:   “We pray for the repose of the souls for those who  

Photo of Tom Nagle taken October 4th, 2015 
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have died; we pray for those who are wounded – that they might have heal-
ing; we pray for the families and those who grieve; we pray for our commu-
nities, our nation and our world – indeed we pray for the whole human fam-
ily. May the souls of the departed, through the mercies of God, rest in peace 
and rise in glory.” 
 
The Primate of Jerusalem and the Middle East, Archbishop Mouneer Anis, 
said: “We were saddened by news of the attack in Orlando, Florida and the 
murder of at least fifty people, plus many wounded. We stand strongly 
against any kind of violence, especially where individuals think to take the 
position of God in punishing others. We pray for the victims’ families and 
friends and nation.” 
 
The Primate of Southern Africa, Archbishop Thabo Makgoba of Cape Town, 
said: “We . . . pray for the families of those gunned down and killed in the 
terrible massacre at the Pulse nightclub in Orlando, Florida, yesterday. We 
pray for the recovery of those injured, for the LGBT community and the 
people of Orlando.” 
 
Ella Fitzgerald is crooning now the following words: One of these mornin’s 
you gonna rise up singin’.  You gonna spread your little wings and you’ll 
take to the sky.  But ‘till that mornin’ there ain’t nothin’ gonna harm you.  
With yo mama and daddy standin’ bye. 
 
Lord, help us to rise up singin’.  Singin’ songs of love, of grief, of justice, of 
forgiveness, of encouragement, of support, of faith, of strength. 
 
Let us pray:  Lord we give thanks we belong to a branch of the Jesus move-
ment that values diversity.  Being Episcopal means seeing every one we 
know and do not know as neighbors to be loved and treasured.  May we 
work to see every person on the planet as a distinct, valuable child of God. 
May we work to tear down walls of hatred, violence, and intolerance.  
Lord, help us become agents of change.  We do not understand the why be-
hind the shootings in Orlando, Florida this past Sabbath.  All we can do is 
respond in prayerful, positive ways.  Make us intent to turn our sadness into 
healing words and lived action.   
 
Embody within each one of us a heart to welcome and embrace those differ-
ent than we ourselves.  Give us daily the integrity and strength we need to 
love all and preach unconditional love.  In Christ’s name we pray.  AMEN. 
             
Much love, Marjorie + 
 
Take note: quotes from various Anglican primates are from http://
www.anglicannews.org/news/2016/06/orlando-shooting-words-of-condolence-
have-little-value.aspx 
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A Soul to A Face 
 

We celebrate and honor Pollie Downie, a longtime member of Grace Episco-
pal Church who died this month at the age of 92.  Here are some remem-
brances from Pollie’s blood family and water (Baptismal) family. 
 
How long has Pollie’s family belonged to Grace Episcopal Church?   “105 
years” ~ Carol Cote, Pollie’s daughter 
 
Can you give an example of how Pollie evoked community? 

“Pollie was one of the most upbeat people I knew. We were never introduced. 
She just seemed to know my name and stopped me whenever she could to 
encourage some new program that was starting or to praise an article I’d 
written. 
 

Once [here at church] we held a Children’s Art Show. We bought a dozen 

office dividers and placed them at various points in the Great Hall. Each one 

was laden with paintings, sketches, drawings, maps – it was fabulous. We had 

round tables with full skirts which featured clay sculptures – arks with all 

sorts of wild animals, creches with flocks of sheep for the shepherds and gi-

ant tomb – big as a cave – from which Jesus made his mysterious disappear-

ance. It was great – they did a fabulous job. But what I remember was Pollie. 

She spent the entire coffee hour and more pouring over every single sketch, 

every drawing, looking over the sculptures, stopping kids and asking them to 

explain. Her interest was contagious and soon other people began ‘checking 

in’ with more than a surface politeness. For a few minutes our kids were 

showcased, in the spotlight, glowing with the affirming attention of adults 

who for once weren’t chastising them for being restless or making too much 

noise. It was a powerful moment.”  ~ Parishioner Eileen Suckley 

You visited Pollie on a regular basis.  What was she like? 

“Pollie was always upbeat with a smile, glad to see people. She loved her fam-

ily and was very appreciative of what [daughter] Carol and the family were 

doing for her. She also enjoyed her cats, always had a few of them around for 

company and entertainment. She was especially centered on the grandkids.   

She used to like to go to Wendy’s on Candia Rd with Pauline Pollner (one of 

the Folding Angels), and they’d be there chatting about God knows what for 

a good deal of time.  I can see her sitting at the table in the library folding the 

newsletter or whatever along with Lydia Adams, Marion Sullivan, Pauline   
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Pollner, Pauline’s daughter Marnie, Jane Jones [former parish administrator] 
and a few others laughing and having a good time.”          
          ~ Parishioner Dwight Simmons 
 
“Grams loved to hear about what was going on.  She just wanted to be includ-
ed. She loved to be in the middle of the hustle and bustle.  Getting sick was 
hard for her, but she always enjoyed watching and listening.  So many desire 
praise, but Grams just did what she needed to do.  She was very sensible, had 
pride and integrity, and took everything to heart.  She was very approachable 
and always willing to listen. You could always go and talk to her.  She wanted 
people near her, but did not want to be the star.    
~Melissa Besong, Pollie’s granddaughter 
 
Why are women like Pollie essential to the experience of church? 

“I can tell you that Pauline (as I knew her) taught Sunday School for 2 years 
while Eileen Suckley was in charge of it. I was also teaching.  She was so IN-
TERESTING!!! She was a lifelong Manchester resident whose parents also 
were. She married Alton Downie and he worked in the mills for years. She 
just knew a lot about Manchester. I loved visiting and talking with her.  
When her two children [Thomas and Linda] died, I thought that would kill 
her.  But her strong, strong faith sustained her.   
 
Women like Pauline are special and important. They are faithful attendees 
and support the church as much as they can.  They are sure their children 
come and family is most important to them. I thought the world of her.”                
~ Parishioner Linda Chamberlain      (story continues on the next page) 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictured (left to right): Jane Jones, Ruth Mallett, Lydia Adams, Pollie Downie 
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What wisdom did Pollie impart to you? 

“Mom and I would often sit and talk and about how if God wasn’t around 
nothing would work, nothing would exist.  We both agreed the body is organ-
ic, but the soul is our energy and that it was essential to feed the soul.”                     
~ Carol Cote, Pollie’s daughter 
 
“Grams taught us to straighten up and be who you are supposed to be.  Often 
when I left her she would say, “Missy, don’t work too hard!  Life is too short.  
She was always present, never judgmental.  She always tried to guide you – if 
she didn’t agree with you she tried to give you the tools you needed to figure 
out what to do.”  ~Melissa Besong, Pollie’s granddaughter   
   
Many people go to church, but few people are the Church. Many people love 
Jesus, but few people follow Jesus. Many people preach community, but few 
people create community. Pollie was church, followed Jesus and built commu-
nity.   

 

Thought for Food 
 
The church teaches us to tithe, or in other words, to give one-tenth of one’s 
income in support of God’s work on earth. Does this mean that money is the 
only resource needed to do good work? Leviticus speaks of bringing food to 
God’s house. During the time of the Old Testament, the food was given to 
needy people who did not have land by which to feed themselves. 
    
I want to share some statistics that I have found. Nearly 100,000 people in 
the state of New Hampshire are serviced by some food program.  Twenty-
four percent of all people served are veterans. Eighty percent of Manchester 
students receive free or reduced lunch, which may be their only hot meal of 
the day. Serving at the soup kitchen, I have learned that hunger doesn’t 
strike only the homeless but also people who just don’t have enough to pay 
the rent and eat, too. How can we help? 
 
Several parishes I have attended hold monthly food drives. Although it is true 
we do have a place for food donations and people who faithfully place items 
there, the event of a food drive helps keep the hungry among us in mind 
while we shop for groceries. On Sunday, July 24th, Grace will hold the 
first of a monthly food drive to benefit St. Andrew’s Food Pantry. Future 
food drives will occur on the fourth Sunday of the month. Ninety families re-
ceive help at St. Andrew’s each month. However, need often outpaces re-
sources. A wish list will be published in the bulletin and announced after ser-
vices as the day gets closer. Cash donations help to purchase fresh produce 
and other necessities.   
 
Thank you.  Jason Carignan, Vestry Member 
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CHIMES FOR 

OUR CHILDREN 

CHIMES FOR 

OUR CHIL-

DREN 
Dear Friends, 

I write to you with enthusiasm from 

the Rector, Wardens, Vestry, Music Staff, 

and parents of our children concerning a proposed chime ringing group for 

our  

church school children beginning this fall. The proposal is that I would lead  

this group in a brief rehearsal most Sundays during the 10:30 service. 

(Please know that I would not miss fulfilling my du3es at the organ!) The 

children would learn a song each month to chime on the third Sunday when 

they are in worship with us for the whole service. Handchimes are consider-

ably less expensive than handbells, but a new set of three octaves (37 

notes) would cost $1,850. We ask your prayerful considera3on to financially 

support this exci3ng opportunity for our children’s musical expression in 

worship. The en3re project could be funded by 37 gi=s of $50.00 (each gi= 

= one note), but any amount would be gratefully accepted. All gi=s would 

be acknowledged on a poster in the Great Hall and in the bulle3n on the 

proposed musical debut date of Sunday, October 23.  

 

Thank you for your support!                                              Sincerely, Ken Grinnell 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Please accept my gift for Chimes for Our Children                 
 
Name__________________________________________________________ 
 
Gift amount    $____________                           Phone_____________________ 
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HAVE  A SAFE AND WONDERFUL SUMMER!HAVE  A SAFE AND WONDERFUL SUMMER!HAVE  A SAFE AND WONDERFUL SUMMER!HAVE  A SAFE AND WONDERFUL SUMMER!    

    

    

REMEMBER:REMEMBER:REMEMBER:REMEMBER:    

HOLY EUCHARIST IS CELEBRATED AT HOLY EUCHARIST IS CELEBRATED AT HOLY EUCHARIST IS CELEBRATED AT HOLY EUCHARIST IS CELEBRATED AT     

9:00 AM DURING THE SUMMER MONTHS9:00 AM DURING THE SUMMER MONTHS9:00 AM DURING THE SUMMER MONTHS9:00 AM DURING THE SUMMER MONTHS    

    

REGULAR SERVICES RESUME ON REGULAR SERVICES RESUME ON REGULAR SERVICES RESUME ON REGULAR SERVICES RESUME ON     

SEPTEMBER 11 WITH HOLY EUCHARIST SEPTEMBER 11 WITH HOLY EUCHARIST SEPTEMBER 11 WITH HOLY EUCHARIST SEPTEMBER 11 WITH HOLY EUCHARIST 

AT AT AT AT     

8 AND 10:30 AM.8 AND 10:30 AM.8 AND 10:30 AM.8 AND 10:30 AM.    

    

SUMMER OFFICE HOURS ARE SUMMER OFFICE HOURS ARE SUMMER OFFICE HOURS ARE SUMMER OFFICE HOURS ARE     

TUESDAYTUESDAYTUESDAYTUESDAY––––    FRIDAYFRIDAYFRIDAYFRIDAY    

9 AM TO 12 PM9 AM TO 12 PM9 AM TO 12 PM9 AM TO 12 PM    

    

REGULAR OFFICE HOURS RESUME REGULAR OFFICE HOURS RESUME REGULAR OFFICE HOURS RESUME REGULAR OFFICE HOURS RESUME     

THE WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 11, THE WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 11, THE WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 11, THE WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 11,     

TUESDAYTUESDAYTUESDAYTUESDAY————FRIDAY FRIDAY FRIDAY FRIDAY     

9 AM TO 3 P9 AM TO 3 P9 AM TO 3 P9 AM TO 3 PMMMM    
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SAVE THE DATE!SAVE THE DATE!SAVE THE DATE!SAVE THE DATE!    
    

CHORAL EVENSONGCHORAL EVENSONGCHORAL EVENSONGCHORAL EVENSONG    
&&&&    

A CELEBRATION OF THEA CELEBRATION OF THEA CELEBRATION OF THEA CELEBRATION OF THE    
175th ANNIVERSARY175th ANNIVERSARY175th ANNIVERSARY175th ANNIVERSARY    

OFOFOFOF    
GRACE CHURCHGRACE CHURCHGRACE CHURCHGRACE CHURCH    

1841184118411841————2016201620162016    
    

Saturday, November 6, 2016Saturday, November 6, 2016Saturday, November 6, 2016Saturday, November 6, 2016    
4444:00 PM:00 PM:00 PM:00 PM    

The Rt. Rev. A. Robert Hirschfeld, The Rt. Rev. A. Robert Hirschfeld, The Rt. Rev. A. Robert Hirschfeld, The Rt. Rev. A. Robert Hirschfeld,     
Bishop of New Hampshire,Bishop of New Hampshire,Bishop of New Hampshire,Bishop of New Hampshire,    

Celebrant and preacherCelebrant and preacherCelebrant and preacherCelebrant and preacher    
Reception to followReception to followReception to followReception to follow    
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Listening and Thanking is Welcoming 
 

It is important to listen to people.  There is a feeling of love and apprecia-
tion when someone knows they are being listened to.  This is why negotia-
tions and diplomacy are so important.  If two sides want to end a conflict, 
they need to listen to each other.  An example of this was two warring lead-
ers in Africa.  When they actually took the time to talk together and listen to 
each other, they found common ground.  They are now working together to 
maintain peace and stability.   
 
One of the most important things you can say is "thank you."  Just recently, 
a contractor did some work to fix a structural problem inside the church 
building.  The work was done quickly and done well.  In appreciation for 
the effort and the quality, the Property Committee sent him a thank you note 
of appreciation along with the check to pay for his work.  He was so grate-
ful for the thank you that he sent the check back to us.  He said that in all 
his years of contracting, this was the first time he had ever received a thank 
you for his work.  In gratitude for the thank you, he did the job for us for 
free.  On another level, it has been said that one of the most important and 
powerful prayers to God is simply to say thank you.   
 
We try to be attentive at Grace Church.  We listen to people, no matter 
whether it is a complaint or a comment.  We thank people for their work 
and time.  As a result of this, I have heard many people say how welcoming 
it is here.   
 
Now the mathematical part of me wants to make this into an equation.  As 
such, the above could be read as follows: 

 

Listening + Thank You = You're Welcome. 

AND THOUGHTS 
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Grace Episcopal Church Book Group Schedule  

2016-2017  

“Outside of a dog, a book is a man’s best friend. 
Inside of a dog, it’s too dark to read.” 

- Answer Marjorie received when she asked Siri 
how many pages were in the book The Nightingale. 

 
Whether you like books, a good meal, or both – all are welcome to 
attend our gatherings, which occur the third Tuesday of every month. 
 
Please join us on the following days to eat well and spend time with 
other members of your Grace Church family at 12 noon the third Tues-
day of every month (except December) in the Parish Library.  Ques-
tions? Email Ann O’Rourke at annorourke1@yahoo.com 
 
Our remaining reads for the next year are: 
Tuesday, July 19, 2016 -  The Nightingale  By Kristin Hannah 
  
Tuesday, August 16, 2016 – The Red Tent  By Anita Diamant 
  
Tuesday, September 20, 2016 – The Storied Life of A. J. Fikry  By Gabrielle 
Zevin 
  
Tuesday, October 18, 2016 -  Imagine Me Gone  By Adam Haslett 
  
Tuesday, November 15, 2016 – Lament For A Son  By Nicholas Wolterstoff 
  
Tuesday, January 17, 2017 – A Man Called Ove  By  Fredrick Backman 
  
Tuesday, February 21, 2017 – Travels With Charley  By John Steinbeck 
  
Tuesday, March 21, 2017-  Lest Innocent Blood Be Shed: The Story of the 
Village of Le Chambon and How Goodness Happened There  By Philip Hal-
lie 
  
Tuesday, April 18, 2017 -  Animal Farm  By George Orwell 

  
Tuesday, May 16, 2017– The Madonnas of Leningrad  By Debra Dean 
  
Tuesday, June 20, 2017– The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks  By Rebec-
ca Skloo 
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Elizabeth Cleveland, daughter of Mark and Lisa Cleveland and a junior 
at The Phillips Exeter Academy, recently was awarded the Grand Prize 
for an essay she submitted to the New Hampshire Writers’ Project.  In 
addition to a monetary award, Elizabeth was given the opportunity to 
meet and study with several critically acclaimed authors and received a 
one-year membership to the NHWP.  Elizabeth’s essay was on the ques-
tion “In America today, how does race divide and/or unite our students, 
schools, and communities?”  Her essay, in its entirety, is printed below 
 

Snowblind 
  

Snowblindness: temporary blindness caused by burns on the cornea 
from ultraviolet rays, typically occurring in climates with highly reflec-

tive snow banks. 
 

Growing up in New Hampshire, surrounded by white reflecting off of 
white, we couldn’t see color. We couldn’t see racism. I remember my 
fourth grade teacher celebrating Martin Luther King Jr. day by telling us 
that racism in America was dead. I remember looking around in school 
or in church and counting on my hands the number of people who were 
not white—too often, I ran out of people before I ran out of fingers. 
Growing up around people who looked just like me, I learned to live in 
the middle of a whiteout. 
 
Snowblindness is cured by covering the eyes with patches after adding a 
few drops of medication. If I hadn’t looked at racism through the broad-
er lens of boarding school, I might always have seen it as something that 
is dead only because most of New Hampshire overlooks it. Prep school 
was the medication that corrected my vision. Literally overnight, I shift-
ed from living in a state where 94% of the citizens were white, to a 
school where, by comparison, 54% of the students were. Here, I could 
think about race—and racism—in a national context instead of that of a 
classroom of students for whom it was a non-issue. Here, I have seen 
racism in New Hampshire, my home state, from the perspective of an 
outsider. Most importantly, I discovered what it was like to live in an 
environment where, unlike my peers, my eyes were covered. I remem-
ber the day in late October of my freshman year, when two of my black 
friends, one from Oklahoma and the other from Texas, told me that it 
was nice to be in New Hampshire because “at least here  
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white people don’t try to run us over while we’re crossing the street.” 
My reaction was unadulterated shock. That was the day I started to 
see in color. 
 
After treatment, vision usually returns to normal within 18 hours. The 
surface of the cornea completely regenerates within 24 to 48 hours. 
Over the past three years, I have heard stories of my African Ameri-
can friends being followed by an armed man on their way to 
Walgreens. I have been there while drunken obscenities and beer bot-
tles were hurled out of car windows at my Korean and Chinese 
friends. And I have seen the olive green pickup truck that drove non-
chalantly through campus, displaying a Confederate flag in its rear 
window. I have seen an ugly truth of the state I have always called 
home. 
 
The truth is, most of New Hampshire is snowblind. Surrounded by 
other people who look just like them, all they can see is whiteness. 
They can’t detect the racial tension that is silently obscuring our com-
munities. They don’t notice the people who are waiting for them to 
see in color. 
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MILESTONES 
 

Happy Birthday to the following July and August birthday celebrants! 
 
If you don’t see your birthday listed that means that we do not have it.  Please call 
the office so that your special day can be acknowledged – or if we have it wrong, 
please let us know that also. 
 

July     August 
3 Anne Harvey   3 Tom Suckley II 
5 Stewart Richmond  5 Taylor Harvey 
6 Madeline Campbell  7 Ken Wyatt 
7 Kenneth Fox   9  Richard Jefferson 
 Herb Perez-Ramos  10 Mary Baron 
8 Susan Tonnar   12 Lauren Cline 

13 Linda Heath 
11 Blake Leister    Dan Ferry 
 Matthew Richards  14 Barbie Fox 
12 Stanley Paras   15 Jay Douglass 
 Benjamin Thomas  19 Ernie Marino 
13 Ethan Cline   22 Stephen Cornish 
17 Lyndsay Stenbeck  25  Sebastian Cline 
 Sam Leek   29 Micah Brumfield 
 Brian Guimond    Dick Feren 
19 Marcus Forand    Nancy Johnson 
18 Betsy Staulcup    Andre Laurion 
22 Kurt Wicks   30 Jane Charlesworth 
25 Linda Chamberlain 
28 Zachary Stagnaro 
29 Clare White 
30 Andrew Cote 
31 Rick Maloney 
 
 

Watch over thy children, O Lord, as their days increase; bless and 
guide them wherever they may be. Strengthen them when they stand; 
comfort them when discouraged or sorrowful; raise them up if they 
fall; and in their hearts may thy peace which passeth understanding 
abide all the days of their lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

   Book of Common Prayer, page 830 
Other Milestones: 
Baptism:  Siena Rose Fabrizio, June 19th 
Burial:     Pollie Downie, June 11th  
Memorial:    Tom Nagle, June 23rd  
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Grace Episcopal Church 
106 Lowell Street 

Manchester, NH 03101 
Tel (603) 622-9813 
Fax (603) 669-6044 

gracechurchmanchesternh@gmail.com 
www.gracechurchmanchester.org 

 
 Clergy 

The Rev. Dr. Marjorie Gerbracht-Stagnaro, Rector 
  

Vestry 
Linda Heath, Warden    Ann Hewins, Warden 
Nancy Johnson,  Clerk   Ed High, Treasurer 

Richard Feren, Assistant Treasurer 
 

 Gail Austin, Steven Botana-Gumbs, Jason Carignan, Lauren Cline,  
James Higgins, Linda Lassonde, Miclena Linares,  

Eileen Suckley, Kevin von Braun 
  

Staff 
Mark Cleveland, Director of Music 

Ken Grinnell, Organist 
Carter Beck. Organist 

Justin & Nicole Otto, Church School Coordinators 
Marlene Thompson, Parish Administrator 

Lyn Marino, Assistant Parish Administrator 
Jill Porter, Bookkeeper 
Emery Freethey, Sexton 

Susan Senneville, Nursery Care Giver 
  

Newsletter 
Lauren Cline 

Lauren6997@yahoo.com 
  

Next Newsletter Deadline 
August 15, 2016  
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