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From the Rector From the Rector ——  Rev. Dr. Marjorie GerbrachtRev. Dr. Marjorie Gerbracht--StagnaroStagnaro 
 

THE TALK OF A LIFETIME SEMINAR - APRIL 10th and 17th  
 
This coming April our parish will be hosting a seminar titled "The Talk of 
a Lifetime."  This seminar is being offered to help parishioners prepare for 
end of life decisions and funeral planning.  This educational gathering will 
run for one hour and be offered twice -- at 12 PM on April 10th 
(directly following our 10:30 AM service) and again at 9 AM on April 
17th (directly after our 8 AM service).    
 
Gary Carolan, co-owner of Goodwin Funeral Home, will speak about 
rights and responsibilities as it pertains to both cremation and burial and 
will review basic cost information with an explanation of the General 
Price List, a document that is mandated by the Federal Trade Commis-
sion.  A local hospice employee (guest speaker still to be determined) will 
explain what hospice can do for a family who has someone in need of 
care.  Finally, Christine Anderson, Grace Church parishioner and lawyer 
leads and supports families in New Hampshire through her company An-
sell and Anderson, will educate us about legal services in the areas of es-
tate planning, trust and estate administration, and wills. 
 
Please contact our parish office if you wish to attend and specify which 
session you will be present.  This is important as Marjorie will supply cop-
ies of Preparing An Episcopal Funeral by Robert Boulter for all partici-
pants and we need an exact head count in order to provide enough mate-
rials. 
 
The cost for attending this event is $8.  Your contribution will pay for the 
planning workbook Marjorie provides. 
 

GRACE EPISCOPAL CHURCH Book Group  
Monthly potluck lunch sessions begin at noon in the Parish Library. 

Questions? Email Anne Lake ASL03104@aol.com  

 

March 15, 2016  Go Set a Watchman, Harper Lee 

April 19, 2016    The Boston Girl, Anita Diamant 

May 17, 2016          Wonder, P. J. Palacio 

June 21, 2016           We are Not Ourselves, Matthew Thomas 

 

*For more on Grace Church’s Book Group—the year in review and 

what’s coming up—turn to page 10! 
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REFUGEE CRISIS UPDATE 
How you can help! 

 

Are you aware that an adjunct subcommittee to the Outreach Committee 
has been busy behind the scenes getting together a “do-able” project  for 
Grace Episcopal to help alleviate, ---even the slightest bit—the suffering of 
refugees from Syria? 
 
We presented a proposal to the Outreach Committee in January, which they 
voted to accept! With our recommendation (following research about the 
different agencies to which the church might donate), a gift of $ 1,000. from 
the church has been made to Church 
World Service, an international refugee 
agency that provides basic needs to 
those who flee war and/or  persecution. 
 
In addition, we proposed that Grace 
Episcopal work with Ascentria 
(formerly: Lutheran Social Services)  to 
support their current refugee projects in 
NH. The project we settled on was for 
Grace to collect donations in goods to 
“supply three kitchens” for refugees already in NH (not necessarily Syrian 
refugees). 
 
We’ll begin the drive to collect donations after Easter. You might be look-
ing around your kitchen for items you no longer use or want (too heavy? 
already have 3 of them? ) ---or taking advantage of sales and stocking up on 
items that belong in a family kitchen: mixing bowls, cutting boards, pots 
and pans, etc. 
 
Look for new information in the April issue of Grace Notes, check the Sun-
day bulletins after Easter, listen for announcements on Sunday in April. 
We’ll update you on new developments. We hope to have a speaker from 
Ascentria visit Grace Episcopal on a Sunday in April. 
 
It is nearly impossible for us to imagine the devastation refugees have lived 
through. We know you will be generous. 
 

Faithfully, Christine Anderson, Chris Stevens, Susan Tonner, Terri Young 
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VESTRY MINUTES ~ JANUARY, 2016 
 
Our Vestry gathered in the Parish Library on Wednesday, January 20th, 
2016 at 7 PM.  Jason Carignon was conferenced in by speaker phone and 
we hosted Sandi Albom as our guest.  Kevin Von Braun and Nancy John-
son were both excused because of prior commitments.  An original pray-
er was offered by Marjorie recognizing the special gifts of service given 
by outgoing members Bill Bochinski, Jill Porter, and Barbara Her-
mann.  Linda Heath served as Clerk Pro-tem for the evening since Nan-
cy Johnson was absent.  
 
We proceeded with a reading of the Norms and reviewing the December 
Clerk’s report, which was accepted.  After reviewing the Rector's Report 
various members of the Vestry expressed concerns regarding the 
amount of hours Marjorie works.  A vestry member asked if any clergy 
in residence were willing to preach and celebrate in her stead.  Marjorie 
explained only one clergy person was willing to do so on a regular basis 
throughout the year.  
 
Ed High reported both the November and December financials need to 
be updated before they officially can be approved.  Dick Feren reported 
he has put in significant time working with the company providing di-
rect deposit for payroll checks.  The vestry is grateful to Ed, Jill, and 
Dick for their work and their preparation of the 2016 proposed budget.   
 
Sandi Albom, long-time member of Grace Episcopal, described her sem-
inary and discernment process.   Sandi completed the diocesan clearness 
process and has and been approved by the Commission on Ministry to 
become a postulant for priesthood within the Episcopal Church of New 
Hampshire.  A motion passed unanimously for Grace Church to finance 
$750 for Sandi Albom’s postulancy costs.  
 
The Vestry voted to accept the Housing Allowance for the rector in the 
amount of $32,000 for the 2016 tax year. This motion was passed unan-
imously.    
 
The Vestry approved the purchase of two, new, twelve-foot tall Christ-
mas trees to replace the fifteen-year old ones previously used in the back 
of our nave during our Advent/Christmas/ and early Epiphany seasons.  
Special thanks to Bruce Thomas for purchasing these trees and dispos-
ing of the old trees, which were picked up by another organization to be 
recycled into wreaths.   
 
The Property Committee requested approval for the removal of  asbestos 
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in our cellar.  The total cost of removal and re-insulation of nearby pipes 
is projected at $6,500.  The Vestry gave unanimous approval to move 
forward with this project. 
 
We had a thoughtful discussion around the high costs of our buildings 
and maintenance.  The amount budgeted last year for maintenance was 
in 2015 was $5,000.  The amount spent was just over $30,000.  We dis-
cussed the possibility of applying for a reduction in our Fair Share pay-
ments to the diocese.  Since more building issues will be addressed 
(broken beam under the nave, additional stone masonry work, asbestos 
removal) in the coming year it was decided to postpone applying for Fair 
Share reduction until 2017.   
 
There has been feedback from some parishioners that the children are 
disturbing at service at times.  Chris Turner is working on educating the 
ushers about the best time to bring children into the main service after 
Sunday School.  Marjorie plans on working with the Sunday School staff 
to develop survey questions around this issue. Kelley Muir offered put 
the survey on line.  Mary Sargent offered to assist with writing ques-
tions.   
  
Warden Mary Sargent reviewed the Annual Meeting agenda and is 
scheduled to be the facilitator for the meeting.  We agreed we would fo-
cus on the Presiding Bishop’s conversation about our church becoming a 
part of the Episcopal branch of the “Jesus Movement” and that a video 
would be shown to spur conversation.  Also the 2016 budget will be re-
viewed. 
 
The Henry Berry Trust Fund had excellent returns this year due to in-
creases in the financial marketplace.  The money for the church budget 
is based on plate donations and promised pledging, both of which are 
not funding the budget as completely as anticipated.  Ed High suggested 
we do more specific, thoughtful education on the pledging process to the 
general congregation to enlist more parishioners.  The Vestry needs to 
review the budget and consider reductions in several areas, which will 
be further detailed in subcommittee work.  The Episcopal Church of 
New Hampshire mandates a complete audit by an outside company eve-
ry six years and this has a projected cost of $6,000.  We will seek out 
three bids for the best price.  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:32 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
The Reverend Dr. Marjorie Ann Gerbracht-Stagnaro + 
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God Can Use Natural Processes (Part 2) 

 

NOTE: Over the last 50 years, I have seen and heard different inter-
pretations of various Biblical events, and have thought about them a 
lot.  What follows is my personal take on Jesus’s first miracle at the 
wedding at Cana.   
 
I stated in my February Reflection that God can use natural processes 
and events to accomplish His purposes.  This can also apply to some 
of my favorite Bible stories about the miracles that Jesus did.  This 
Reflection focuses on the wedding at Cana when Jesus performs his 
first miracle.   
 
The wedding feast was running out of wine, so with prompting from 
his mother, Jesus took action.  He took some servants to where the 
traditional water jars were kept, and then told the servants to “Fill the 
jars with water,” and they filled them to the brim.  “Now drain some 
off,” He ordered, “and take it to the steward of the feast,” and they 
did so.  The steward proclaimed it as excellent wine and superior to 
what had already been served.  The steward was upset because it was 
a social no-no to avoid using the best wine first.   
 

At this point you may be asking “How could his first miracle be a 
natural event?  Doesn’t it take months for water just to go through the 
process of growing the grape vines?  Then the grapes have to be har-
vested, squeezed into grape juice, and finally fermented into wine?”  
But maybe God found a different way.  

 

Jesus perceived that the host had not been completely honest and had 
put the best wine into the water jars because no one would think to 
look there.  When the servants added enough water to top off each of 
the jars, it had little effect on the quality of the wine because the jars  

AND THOUGHTS 
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were so big and already nearly full.  The “natural process” here was 
the host’s dishonesty filling the water jars with wine, and Jesus see-
ing through the sham.  The thing that makes this so special and mi-
raculous is that Jesus did it in a way that didn’t accuse anyone.   
 

Keep this in mind the next time you have a complaint or a concern.  

See if you can address it without blaming someone else for the prob-

lem.   

Life in the inner City! 
 
This article was a reflection written by parishioner Danni Lee Leon-
ard.  Danni lives in the former rectory of our parish, the large yellow 
house just down the block from our church.  She spends her days there 
as a supportive friend, babysitter at a moment's notice, and volunteer 
social worker to those who know and love her. **Some of the content 
may be taken as graphic.** 

 
As I was leaning against the leprous-colored wall, watching my friend 

Nancy from where she was si�ng on the edge of the bunk bed painfully 

bending over her four months and change pregnant stomach to pull on 

her shoes, I began to idly fold up some scraps of discarded paper I had 

collected from the “free” bin at the children’s sec!on of the local library 

to bring with me. As her children clustered about her feet, clamoring 

for everything from “chocolate milk” to a half-empty Styrofoam cup of 

coffee si�ng from the night before upon the dingy, brown, donated 

bureau, I hurriedly folded a paper airplane then called out “Hey”, sever-

al !mes before I had everyone’s a&en!on. Taking a quick breath whilst 

mu&ering a fervent prayer that this, unlike many of my earlier test 

models, wouldn’t promptly nose-plant itself into the embedded grime 

of the rooming house’s scratched up linoleum floor, I gave a quick toss-

ing mo!on of my wrist. As the airplane (to my relief) tenta!vely wob-

bled its way across the room, the children all gazed with the rapt a&en-

!on of hungry young starlings, and then I heard my friend say “OMG! 

That’s so awesome!” with sounded like sincere amazement and delight.  

      (Con�nued next page) 
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Taken aback at the degree of warmth in her voice, I replied “You must 

have seen a paper airplane before, right?”  Shrugging her shoulders 

whilst pushing away the youngest Minion as he whined to crawl into her 

lap, she said “I made ghe&o ones as a kid.” A confused image superim-

posed upon my mind’s eye of !n-foil planes fashioned from discarded 

crack-pipes in the gu&er, I queried “Ghe&o ones? How do you make 

those”? She gave a vague wave with one hand as she pulled on her re-

maining shoe then stood up. “I folded them in half then just threw them 

in the air.” I reached over and picked up the sheaf of paper I had packed 

in with me. “My dad used to work in a paper mill, so he’d bring in reams 

and bundles of paper every night …of all sizes. We’d use to make this 

monster white airplanes like three or four feet long and just skim them 

over our front lawn on summer a6ernoons. “Nancy shook her head as 

she picked up her phone that had been under a pillow. “I was never spe-

cial enough to be taught anything like that by my family…they just used 

to beat me then screw me, like I told you once.” The resigned sorrow in 

her voice died away as she glanced down at her text messages then 

strode for the door across the clothes-strewn flooring, saying over her 

shoulder “My ride to the meth clinic just texted me-he’s outside in the 

parking lot wai!ng on me,” as children clamoring for her a&en!on were 

le6 straggling in her wake.  

 

Fumbling, I said “Wait a second.” As she looked back with one hand on 

the tarnished door-knob, I held up a sheet of fresh paper. “This is how 

you do it up righteous. “I folded length-wise once then creased up the 

corners of one side. “See, this is how y-all make the nose …” Nancy bent 

in, exclaiming in ‘Oh that’s so clever!” as I then folded both sides down, 

once, twice. “Sees, ya had the right concept when you were fashioning 

those ‘ghe&o-gliders’. You just needed someone to teach ya the basic 

concepts to finish up proper-like.” She beamed, saying “Thank you so 

much for showing me!” Then she was gone, the door closing behind her. 

Turning back to face her children, who were now clumped around my 

legs, looking up for my a&en!on, I held up the airplane, and then gently 

lo6ed it into the heavens, where it hovered for a !me on the rooms in-

visible air currents, as quiet and s!ll as a unspoken prayer. 
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11th Annual Dr. Seuss Breakfast 
 

It’s not too late to make plans to attend or help with the Dr. 
Seuss Breakfast on Saturday, March 12 
from 9 to 11:00 AM.  Activities are 
aimed for kindergarten to 3rd grade stu-
dents but younger children are welcome 
to attend.   
 

We’d like to have lots of Grace Church families joining 
those who have been invited from The Way Home, Bakers-
ville, Hallsville,  McDonough, and Wilson Schools, and the 
Manchester Developmental Preschool.  Free tickets are 
available in the church office or from any member of the 
Outreach Committee. 
 

The Cat in the Hat will be there to read stories 
and join in the activities. Bring your children, 
your grandchildren, your friends.  Listen to sto-
ries, make some crafts, and enjoy a delicious 
breakfast.  
 
We also need help in a variety of forms.  You can sign up on 
the kiosk to bring food, set up, cook, serve, clean up, or 
help with crafts.  Monetary donations are also appreciated. 
 

Contact Nancy-Ann Feren, 

(603) 627-2503 or 

 NFeren@comcast.net  if 

you have questions. 
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Grace Episcopal Church Book Group Report, 2016 
 

“I find television to be very educating. Every time somebody turns 
on the set, I go in the other room and read a book.” - Groucho Marx 
 
Nearly a year after my arrival at Grace I was on the phone with my mother, 
asking her for ideas about starting a small group experience within our par-
ish community.  My mom told me how a new rector on Long Island had be-
gun a once a month book group that had become quite successful.  “What a 
wonderful idea!” I exclaimed.  And so in September, 2012 our Grace Epis-
copal Church book group began. 
 
Initially we had two book gatherings.  One met in the evening, while a sec-
ond met during the day at lunch time, both with a simple meal.  Initially we 
intended to read world literature classics or books that centered on a spir-
itual theme. Over time it became clear evenings weren’t a good time for peo-
ple to gather.  Brains were tired. Conversations often ran too late into the 
evening.  So the evening group ended, while the lunch time group grew.   
 
We  first met in people’s homes, but starting a year ago we decided to gather 
monthly for potluck lunch and conversation in our parish library. Group 
members suggest books, then the group as a whole decides what books will 
be read. While many of the books would never be found in a local library’s 
or book store’s religion section, it’s clear our moral compasses and faith play 
a key role in our discussions.   
 

Our group continues to meet once a month on the third Tuesday of the 

month at 12 noon in our Parish Library.  We do not have meetings the 

month of December and often take two months off during the summer.  We 

average anywhere from 8 to 20 people attending a single meeting.  The 

gathering is almost entirely of the “feminine persuasion,” but we have had 

men attend occasionally and hope for new members of both genders to join 

us in the coming year. 

It is amazing to see what books have been read so far.  Old Goriot, Balzac; A 

Tree Grows In Brooklyn, Betty Smith; To Kill A Mockingbird, Harper Lee.  

April, 1865: The Month That Saved America by Jay Winik; Nickel and 

Dimed: On (Not) Getting by in America, by In America, Barbara Ehren-

reich; The Ginger Tree, Oswald Wind;  Bend, Not Break, Ping Fu; Children 

and Fire, Ursula Hegi; Age of Miracles, Karen Walker; Radio Shangri-La, 

Lisa Napoli; The Secrets of Mary Bowser, Lois Leveen; The Honk and Hol-

ler: Opening Soon,  Billie Letts; Girl Meets God, Lauren F. Winner; Wild: 

From Lost to Found on the Pacific Crest Trail, Cheryl Strayed; Wicked Au-

tumn, G.M. Malliet; We Are Completely Beside Ourselves, Karen Joy Fow- 
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ler; August Gale: A Father and Daughter’s Journey into the Storm, Barbara 
Welch; The Art Forger, B.A. Shapiro; A Higher Call: An Incredible True Sto-
ry of Combat and Chivalry in the War-Torn Skies of World War II, Adam 
Makos; Life of Pi, Yann Martel; Here If You Need Me, Kate Braestrup; The 
Boys In the Boat: Nine Americans and Their Epic Quest for Gold at the 1936 
Berlin Olympics, Daniel James Brown; The Submission, Amy Waldman; 
Orphan Train, Christina Baker; Major Pettigrew’s Last Stand, Helen Simon-
son; Kisses From Katie, Katie Davis; Freshwater Road, Denise Nicholas; 
Lean In, Sheryl Sandberg; Mrs Lincoln’s Dressmaker, Jennifer Chiaverini; I 
am Malala, Malala Yousafzai; The Misremembered Man, Cristina McKenna; 
Songs of Willow Frost, Jamie Ford; Beautiful Ruins, Jess Walter; Trash, 
Andy Mulligan; Until We Reach Home by Lynn Austin; The End of Your 
Life Book Club, Will Schwalbe; All The Light We Cannot See, Anthony Do-
err (discussed at our January 2016 meeting, and Felicity, Mary Oliver 
(discussed at our February 2016 meeting) 
 
The following books are scheduled for the remainder of this year: 
 
March 15th, 2016 Go Set A Watchman by Harper Lee  - The sequel to the 

famed book To Kill A Mockingbird 

April 19th, 2016 - The Boston Girl by Anita Diamant  - An unforgettable nov-

el about a young Jewish woman growing up in Boston in the early twentieth 

century, told “with humor and optimism…through the eyes of an irresistible 

heroine” (People);  from the acclaimed author of The Red Tent 

May 17th, 2016 Wonder by P.J. Palacio - A Young Adult NY Times Best Sell-

er; “August Pullman was born with a facial difference that, up until now, has 

prevented him from going to a mainstream school. Starting 5th grade at 

Beecher Prep, he wants nothing more than to be treated as an ordinary 

kid—but his new classmates can’t get past Auggie’s extraordinary face 

(Amazon) 

June 21st, 2016 We Are Not Ourselves by Matthew Thomas - The New York 
Times Book Review writes, “A long, gorgeous epic, full of love and caring…
one of the best novels you’ll read this year.” 
 
We are thirty-eight books wiser as of the present moment and every month 
we grow smarter by our collective reading.  Please consider coming and con-
tributing your opinions and wisdom to our next meeting. 
 

The Reverend Dr. Marjorie Ann Gerbracht-Stagnaro + 
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Lent at Grace Church 
 

Stations of the Cross  
Saturday  at 9:00 am in the sanctuary 

 

Adult Forum—“Grow Your Rule of Life” 
Sunday at 9:00 am in the Library 

 

Holy Week at Grace Church 
 

Sun. March 20—Palm/Passion Sunday  
         8:00 am - Holy Eucharist with hymns  
       10:30 am - Choral Eucharist (sung gospel/incense0  
         Child care provided/no Church School 
Tues. March 22—  8:00 am - Morning Prayer, St. Michael’s Chapel 
Wed. March 23—  8:00 am - Morning Prayer, St. Michael’s Chapel 
      7:30 pm - Service of Tenebrae, St. Michael’sChapel 
Thurs. March 24—Maundy Thursday 
      8:00 am - Morning Prayer, St. Michael’s Chapel 
      7:30 pm - Liturgy of the Day: Holy Eucharist  
    with  Foot Washing and Striping of  
    the Altar 
       9:00 pm -Watch before the Altar of Repose 
                (continues through Friday morning0 
Fri. March 25 — Good Friday 
       8:00 am -Morning Prayer,  St. Michael’s Chapel 
    12:00 pm - Stations of the Cross 
       7:30 pm - Liturgy of the Day (Communion from 
     Reserved Sacrament) 
Sat. March 26— Holy Saturday 
      8:00 pm - Great Vigil & First Eucharist of Easter 
Sun. March  27— Easter Day 
     8:00 am - Festival Eucharist with hymns and brass  
   10:30 am - Festival Eucharist  with choir, hymns and brass 
    Child care provided/no Church School 
                 Easter Egg Hunt following both services  
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MILESTONES 
Happy Birthday to our February birthday celebrants! 

 
1 Gwen Gioseffi 
2 Chloe Dufresne 
5 Max Anderson 
7 Ann Hewins 
8 Andrew Freshour 
9 David Kjellandeer 
 Chris Turner 
10 John Day 
12 James Wyatt 
13 Ashley Rousseau 
14 Stephanie Blevens 
 Tracy Gillick 
17 Marjorie Gerbracht-Stagnaro 
18 Susan Cox 
 Samantha King 
 Allison Smith 
 Pollie Downie 
19 Ed Zimmerman 
 Daniel Blevens 
24 Ayuen Leek 
25 Miles Hoisington 
27  Debbie Hendry 
 Noah Turner 
30 Ellen Zimmerman 
 Steve Douglas 
31 Pubali Chakravoty-Campbell 
   
If you don’t see your birthday listed that means that we do not have it.  
Please call the office so that your special day can be acknowledged. 
 
Watch over thy children, O Lord, as their days increase; bless and 
guide them wherever they may be. Strengthen them when they stand; 
comfort them when discouraged or sorrowful; raise them up if they 
fall; and in their hearts may thy peace which passeth understanding 
abide all the days of their lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

   Book of Common Prayer, page 830 
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Grace Episcopal Church 
106 Lowell Street 

Manchester, NH 03101 
Tel (603) 622-9813 
Fax (603) 669-6044 

gracechurchmanchesternh@gmail.com 
www.gracechurchmanchester.org 

 
 Clergy 

The Rev. Dr. Marjorie Gerbracht-Stagnaro, Rector 
  

Vestry 
Linda Heath, Warden    Mary Sargent, Warden 
Nancy Johnson,  Clerk   Ed High, Treasurer 

Richard Feren, Assistant Treasurer 
 

 Gail Austin, Steven Botana-Gumbs, Jason Carignan, Lauren Cline, 
Ann Hewins, James Higgins, Linda Lassonde, Miclena Linares,  

Kevin von Braun 
  

Staff 
Mark Cleveland, Director of Music 

Ken Grinnell, Organist 
Carter Beck. Organist 

Justin & Nicole Otto, Church School Coordinators 
Marlene Thompson, Parish Administrator 

Lyn Marino, Assistant Parish Administrator 
Jill Porter, Bookkeeper 
Emery Freethey, Sexton 

Susan Senneville, Nursery Care Giver 
  

Newsletter 
Lauren Cline 

Lauren6997@yahoo.com 
  

Next Newsletter Deadline 
March 15, 2016  
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