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FROM THE TRANSITION RECTOR
The Rt. Rev. Donald P. Hart

Transition is in the air! Well, maybe not quite yet in terms of weather, at
this writing in mid-February. It will start soon enough in the next few
weeks, as March plays itself out. And Lent takes us through a dramatic
transition time. We follow the suffering of Jesus through these weeks, and
enter into it as fully as we are able, knowing that it leads us to his victory
over death in the Resurrection. We are traveling a remarkable journey of
faith in this Season. We are challenged to re-think priorities and values, to
re-order our lives in accordance with our deepest beliefs, to open our-
selves to God’s love and the guidance of the Holy Spirit. This is serious
stuff! This is not a simple transition. This has the possibilities of being
life-changing!

On top of all that, the parish, this community of faith, is experiencing its
own transition. The Vestry has been hard at work understanding a some-
what new approach to the calling of a rector. The first step is a more per-
manent and available interim, who will guide the parish through a self-
study process. It will help the Vestry choose a Priest-in-Charge...and you
are on your way.

It also means I am probably “on my way” sometime in the next month, at
least before Easter arrives. Perhaps this is my last chance officially to
write this column for Grace Notes. Most of all, both Elizabeth and I want
to thank you for the wonderful welcome you have given us during these
past several months. We put on hold our retirement and a fairly busy life
with some trepidation when I accepted the Bishop’s call to help at Grace
Church. You filled that time for us with challenge and graciousness and
fun and a wonderful church congregation ... and the inevitable happened.
Of course, you have touched our hearts and our affection. Whenever my
last Sunday comes, it will come for us with many mixed emotions, and
that rich sense of having been blessed, once again, by getting to know a
group of very special people. Thank you from the bottom of our hearts.

We will keep you in our prayers as you move along in your transition, and
we will know that it is exactly in these in between moments that God

breaks through into our lives in powerful and meaningful ways.

Donald P. Hart, retired Bishop of Hawaii, and maybe retired again!

Grace Episcopal Church
106 Lowell Street
Manchester, NH 03101
Tel (603) 622-9813
Fax (603) 669-6044
gracechurch@attglobal.net
www.gracechurchmanchester.org
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Christine Anderson, Church School Coordinator
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PROPERTY NOTES

Doug Chamberlain, Chair, Grace Church Property Committee

At its February 2 meeting, the Committee expressed concern that certain
projects set for 2010 may be postponed due to budgetary constraints. We
do expect to paint the Grace House fence, as planned, in the spring.

Dick Feren is working to compile a photographic inventory of Parish build-
ings and their contents for archival, security and insurance purposes, with
the assistance of Karen Grant and Bruce Thomas.

New Hampshire Art Institute students interested in painting a mural in the
large Parish House classroom have been invited to tour the space and sub-
mit proposals for consideration by the Property Committee and its experts,
so that the mural can hopefully be completed before summer.

The Rev. Allan Knight has installed a doorbell by the glass doors at the rear
of the Church, for the safety and convenience of the Altar Guild and others
when they are working in the building and expecting deliveries or visitors.

Michael Duffy has surveyed the condition of the stained glass window in
the Apse next to the organ, and will attempt repairs. Michael will also be
replacing a number of light bulbs in the Chancel area prior to Holy Week.

On Saturday, March 6 volunteers will gather at the Church to undertake a
number of tasks, many property-related, as part of their Lenten discipline.
See this newsletter, the service leaflets, or the Parish office for details.

Heavy rainfall January 25 apparently caused (or exposed) a leak in the roof
and/or walls adjacent to the large window in the Upper West Hall of the
Parish House, causing the plaster and paint in that area to crack and peel.
Our roofer will need to investigate the problem and determine what exterior
repairs are needed before interior repairs are made.

The Committee expressed its satisfaction with Dan Fichera’s snow removal
services to date, while noting that plenty of winter weather remains in the
offing!

The Committee’s next meeting will be on March 2 at 7 pm in the Church
Library. Visitors are welcome-- please join us! If you have property-
related questions, comments or suggestions, please email them to the Com-
mittee at property@gracechurchmanchester.org.
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MARCH AT GRACE

PARISH CLEAN UP DAY - Saturday, March 6, 9 AM-1 PM

Can you devote a little time to help clean and repair our church buildings?
There are many little jobs that need to be done; those tasks that keep getting
put off when something more pressing comes along. Join with your fellow
parishioners for a morning of service to Grace Church. You might even find
a task that you could continue for a longer time or on a regular basis. Jobs
include cleaning out the kitchen drawers and cupboards, cleaning the refrig-
erator, scrubbing the butcher block in the kitchen, cleaning the kneelers and
removing wax from the cushions in the church, repairing and adjusting
kneelers, shampooing the library and office area carpets. Perhaps you have
noticed something else that needs to be done. Come with your ideas and
willing hands and any tools that might help.

If you wish, bring something to share for a potluck lunch afterwards.

5™ Annual Dr. Seuss Breakfast - Saturday, March 20, 9 AM-12N

It’s not too late to make plans to attend the Dr. Seuss Breakfast. Activities
are aimed at kindergarten to 3rd grade students but younger children are
welcome to attend. We’d like to have lots of Grace Church families joining
those who have been invited from The Way Home, Bakersville,
McDonough, and Wilson Schools, and the Manchester Developmental Pre-
school. Free tickets are available in the church office or from any member
of the Outreach Committee.

The Cat in the Hat will be there to join in the activities. Bring your children,
your grandchildren, your friends. Listen to stories, make some crafts, and
enjoy a delicious breakfast.

We also need help in a variety of forms. You can sign up on the kiosk to
bring food, set up, cook, serve, clean up, or help with crafts.

Contact Nancy-Ann Feren, 627-2503, NFeren@comcast.net if you have
questions.


mailto:property@gracechurchmanchester.org
mailto:NFeren@comcast.net

Curateds Corner,

By the time you read this, we’ll be a week or more into Lent. But it’s not
too late to get involved in the Lenten study series!

Our topic this year is “Where Your Treasure Is: Faith and Money.” With
finance, from personal to global, so preoccupying us and dominating the
media these days, it seemed like a good time to have the conversation.
Money and possessions, wealth and poverty, are a major topic in Scrip-
ture as a whole and in the teachings of Jesus. One of the clearest ways in
which Christianity goes against the “wisdom of the world” is in its teach-
ing on money.

But how do these ancient teachings map onto our lives today? What does
Christianity have to say about personal finance in the 21* century, or
about the global financial crisis? How do we try to follow a savior who
urges us to store up treasure in heaven, in an age when commercials and
advertising assault us 24/7? How can we live faithfully, responsibly, and
generously as Christians in 2010?

Come to the Lenten study series and mull over these questions and others!
The schedule is as follows:

Lenten Program 2010, “Where Your Treasure Is: Faith and Money”

Week 1 (2/21 and 2/24): What the Bible Says about Money

Week 2 (2/28 and 3/3): Getting and Spending: Personal Finance from a
Faith Perspective

Week 3 (3/7 and 3/10): Stewardship, “Charity” and Estate Planning (with
Christine Anderson)

Week 4 (3/14 and 3/17): Christian Economics

Week 5 (3/21 and 3/24): Faith and Money in Uncertain Times

On Sundays, we gather for worship at 5:30, supper at 6:15 and discussion
at 7:00. On Wednesdays, we begin with supper at 6:00, followed by wor-
ship at 6:45 and discussion at 7:30. The discussion lasts about 90 min-
utes.

Please sign up on the kiosk to bring a dish to share, and join us!
In God’s Peace,
Grace+

March 20

Ar c hi vi shtbylsee Stvansame r

In the early years of the 20™ century, the name of Grace Church’s newspa-
per was Parish Notes. It was published each year from October to June.
The October 1914 edition was devoted to missions and missionary work.
The following story was related and clearly brings home the message of
“we reap what we sow:”

“In the course of a missionary story published by the Society for the Propa-
gation of the Gospel, an interesting dialogue occurs. A missionary at home
on furlough has been enchanting three boys by his stories of adventure in
Burma. When he begins to talk about his work, their interest flags.

‘I haven’t any interest in missions,” says one of them. To which the mis-
sionary replies, ‘I suppose not. Have you, by the way, any interest in the
bank at Brighton? Did you get anything out of it when you were over there
the other day?’

‘Of course not,” replied the boy, ‘I haven’t put any money in there. We
bank at Northampton.’

‘Just so,” answered Mr. Collier, ‘if you have put nothing in there, you get
nothing out. It is exactly the same with missions.’

Dear Readers,

This month’s column is my 65™. It saddens me to say it is also my last col-
umn. Due to illness, I have resigned as your church archivist. Thank you
all for your wonderful and constructive feedback about the columns I have
written over the past seven years.

It has been a great honor and privilege to have served as the parish histo-
rian. One of my assignments as archivist was to educate. This has been s
joyful task. I have loved learning about so many of the people of Grace
Church who have gone before us, then writing about them in this column.

Thank you for your support over the years. I am most grateful. Thank you
also for your many inspirational cards, notes, calls, and visits since I have
become ill. Your loving support is very much appreciated.

God bless you,
Lee
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Saturday, March 20

Younger Adults Quiet Day from 12-4 PM. We’ll share a simple lunch,
have a chance for quiet meditation and close with worship. Childcare will
be provided.

Saturday, March 27

2nd annual PALM SATURDAY Church School Event from 1-4 PM .
A great success last year, this afternoon of storytelling, crafts, activities
and worship immerses our children in the experience of the Easter story.
A sign-up sheet will be on the door of the Sunday school classroom.
Please sign up to bring your child and to help make this event as fun and
meaningful as it was in 2009!

Sundays in Lent

Church School Communion Series

Maryan Davis will lead a series of classes about the mysteries of commun-
ion. This was a wonderful series, which the children greatly enjoyed last
year.

Saturday, May 1

Spring Day of Service

The Southern Convocation of the Episcopal Diocese of New Hampshire
(the regional grouping to which Grace Church belongs) is sponsoring a
project at Camp Allen, a summer camp in Bedford, NH, that serves people
with developmental disabilities. We’ll be preparing the camp for the sum-
mer season. Lunch and childcare will be provided. Mark your calendars
and plan to come for a wonderful day of worship, fellowship and service!

Editor’s note on Archivist’s Corner: As a lifelong member of Grace
Church, a former editor of the newsletter, and the archivist, Lee Swanson
had a great talent for telling the stories of the parish she so loved. Her
work will be missed. A note from Lee about her resignation follows her
column, written just three weeks shy of her passing on February 19th.
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LENTEN SCHEDULE 2010
Sundays in Lent: Holy Eucharist 8:00, 10:30 & 5:30; Bible study 9:15
Potluck Supper & Discussion following the 5:30 service

Wednesdays in Lent: Simple Supper at 6:00 PM; Evening Prayer 6:45;
Holy Eucharist 7:00; Discussion program at 7:30

Saturdays in Lent: Stations of the Cross at 9:30

See opposite page for Sunday and Wednesday study schedule
HOLY WEEK AT GRACE CHURCH

Mar. 28: PASSION SUNDAY

8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist with Palm Procession
9:15 a.m. Adult Forum Bible Study
10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist with Palm Procession & Sung Passion

No 5:30 p.m. Service

Mar. 29: Monday in Holy Week
8:00 a.m. Morning Prayer and Holy Eucharist

Mar. 30: Tuesday in Holy Week

8:00 a.m. Morning Prayer and Holy Eucharist
Mar. 31: Wednesday in Holy Week

8:00 a.m. Morning Prayer and Holy Eucharist
6:45 p.m. Evening Prayer

7:30 p.m. The Service of Tenebrae

Apr. 1: MAUNDY THURSDAY
7:30 p.m. Liturgy of the Day with Washing of Feet
9:00 p.m. Vigil before the Altar of Repose begins

Apr. 2: GOOD FRIDAY
12:00 noon Stations of the Cross
7:30 p.m. Liturgy of the Day

Apr. 3: HOLY SATURDAY
8:00 p.m. The Great Vigil of Easter with Holy Baptism & First
Eucharist of Easter

Apr. 4: EASTER SUNDAY

8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist with Hymns

10:30 a.m. Festive Eucharist

No Church School, Youth Groups, Adult Forum, or 5:30 p.m. Service



The Wardens and Vestry arranged to give Rev. Grace a gift (a restaurant gift certifi-
cate and babysitting money) at the annual meeting, but the gift is really from the
entire congregation to thank Grace for all she has done, particularly in the last few
months. We want to share her thank you note with all of you.

Dear Wardens and Vestry,
| &dm so amazed , touched, and humbl ed
really dondt feel I i ke ®Iwidlel soeld giveeeacka n y

of you a similar tribute! Nevertheless, we will greatly enjoy taking a night out, and
will think of you with gratitude when we do!

Peace,

Grace

THE T’N’T AUCTION IS LOOKING... for donations, including

themed gift baskets, offers of your special talents and gift certificates. Gift
baskets with special items could include an Exotic Breakfast basket, a Bath
Products basket, or a basket with packs of Grace Church Cards. Be creative.

If you don’t want to give a basket, you could give a gift certificate of your
time and talent for a service, such as dinner preparation, car detailing, or
custom-baked pies. Or, donate gift certificates or passes from local restau-
rants or merchants. We will put these into our very popular raffle. If you
know of places that you would like represented in the auction, please let us
know and we will be glad to pursue them.

Whatever you decide to donate to support the Auction, we need it by March
31. The Silent Auction displays will begin on Saturday, May 1 at the Inter-
national Dinner, and final bids will be on Sunday the 9" between services.
Don’t delay!

Leave the winter behind, and spring into action. Remember that when peo-
ple look at all the items, they will think that some’r better than others, so
don’t fall down on the job at hand. Maybe it will be your donation that will
provide the proper seasoning and add spice to this year’s Time and Talent
Auction.

‘O........................................‘

Last year | attended the ecumenical service at Old South Church during
Gay Pride week. | marched in the Gay Pride parade with the Diocese of
Massachusetts, as well as with my seminary (Episcopal Divinity School). It
turns out that there were several other folks there from the Diocese of NH,
wondering why we weren't participating as a diocese. So we are spreading
the word in our churches, asking who would be interested in marching this
year. We already have a banner. If you're interested, please let me

know. The date is June 12. Jane W. Van Zandt+
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will be here. We will have a full day retreat, probably in May, to set goals
based on the self study which will be done by the parish as part of our
search for a Priest-in-Charge.

Janet Knab asked there be discussion about the money in the Flower Fund.
It was decided to take this back to Planning and Finance for discussion.

MOVED AND SO VOTED “to reappoint Richard Feren as assistant treasurer
for a one year term”.

We moved into Executive Session to discuss the two candidates for the in-
terim position. Each vestry member expressed their feelings about the can-
didates before a vote was taken.

Adjourned at 8:15 PM after recap, evaluation and prayers by Bishop Hart.

THE SEARCH FOR A NEW RECTOR

The vestry, with the help of the diocese, began the process of searching for
an interim priest immediately after the annual meeting. The diocese pro-
vided names and resumes of two suitable candidates whom the vestry inter-
viewed on February 9 and 10. On February 16, after much thought and
prayer from all members of the vestry, we selected the one we felt best
suited to work with us over the next several months as we continue our
search for a Priest-in Charge. Bishop Robinson has called our choice. In-
formation will be shared with you as soon as a letter of agreement has been
signed.

Many of you have asked whether Grace Burson can just “move up” into the
position of Interim Priest. Unfortunately the answer is NO. She is a curate,
which is like being an intern in the medical field. As a curate she gains
valuable information and experience on running a parish and then begins
the search for her own parish.

If at any time you have questions or concerns about this process, please see
either of the wardens or a member of the vestry. Much of the process is dic-
tated by the diocese but we would be happy to address concerns.

Please know that EVERY vestry member is working tirelessly to follow the
process set by the diocese as well as see to the needs of the congregation
during this unsettled time. We are confident that things will move along
smoothly and progress will be steady.

Grace Church blessings from the wardens and vestry.
11



VESTRY NOTES 6 February 16, 2010

Called to order at 7:00 PM with opening prayers led by The Rt. Rev. Don
Hart and reading of the norms.

PRESENT: The Right Rev. Don Hart; Wardens; Dwight Simmons, Nancy-
Ann Feren, Vestry Members; Christine Anderson, Bill Bochinski, Edward
Doyle, Edward High, Sharon Steadman, Susan Tonnar; Treasurer Warren
Koch, Assistant Treasurer Richard Feren; Clerk, Douglas Chamberlain.

MOVED AND SO VOTED “to appoint Nancy-Ann Feren as Clerk pro tem”.

MINUTES of the January 20, 2010 were approved. Minutes of the annual
meeting of Jan. 31 were accepted (to be approved at the next annual meet-
ing). Minutes of the Dec. 16 meeting were approved as amended, eliminat-
ing the 8" paragraph of the Treasurer’s Report.

Bishop Hart gave an oral report, thanking us for welcoming him and Eliza-
beth. He acknowledged the excellent leadership of the vestry and said the
parish is in good shape because of this leadership. He commended our
norms and commented that how we treat each other is important. He said
the way in which the vestry has dealt with a difficult situation has set the
standard for the parish. We need to insist the next interim not take over our
job of leadership. His job has to do with liturgy and pastoral work and
making sure that lay leadership stays strong. The self study we will be do-
ing is very important and we need to take it seriously. Clergy reports were
accepted.

TREASURERO S : Rl RffoRwas accepted as presented.

COMMITTEE REPORTS: Moved and so voted to accept the committee
reports as printed. Dwight Simmons noted that every vestry member is a
liaison to a committee and some need to be reassigned. Committees should
be reminded that Warren Koch can approve expenditures up to $100, Plan-
ning and Finance can approve expenditures up to $1000. Anything above
$1000 needs vestry approval. Rich Nelson suggested bringing chairs of 2 or
3 committees (ideally those with overlapping functions) to vestry meetings
on a rotating basis, emphasizing our position as a program centered church.

OLD BUSINESS: Dick Feren reported he has been researching the pur-
chase of new computers and is waiting for a return call from Best Buy.

NEW BUSINESS: We need to set goals and priorities for the next year.
The March 16 meeting would be an appropriate time since the new interim
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GRACE
CHURCH
RUMMAGE
SALE

SAVE THE DATE!

APRIL 24, 2010
8 AM. TO 3 P.M.

Wedre | ooking for vendors to
fee for one table), and for donations to the Grace
Church sale tables.
Sponsored by the Creation Team.
Food and music throughout the day!

These items are desired:
Home décor, small appliances, clothing,
Books, videos, CDs, leisure and pet items, toys,
Linens, furniture

These items will NOT be accepted:
Large appliances, torn, soiled, or broken items,
Sofas, skis, computers & anything that cannot
be lifted by one person

Please return to Anne Harvey or Jane Van Zandt

Name

Phone Email

[ am interested in being a vendor.

I have items to donate to the GEC tables.
I can help sort, price, and/or staff the sale.
Other:

O ooad



Film Series @ Grace Church

March 21, 2:30 p. m. AWhat the
Embark on a life-changing journey with Amanda (Marlee Matlin), a divorced
photographer who tumbles down a metaphysical rabbit hole. Her mind-

bending voyage through the worlds of science and spirituality includes reve-
lations by quantum physics experts, playful animation, and even a conver-
sation with a wise, 35,000 year-old being. Ultimately, Amanda's perception

of reality is turned inside out and the meaning of life becomes clear. See for
yourself why this groundbreaking movie became one of the most compel-

ling and talked about films.

March 28, 3 p. m. AFor
By turns heartwarming, heartbreaking, and genuinely funny, Daniel

Kar sl akeds document agoiyg Ameritah families, dsi v
they deal with the knowledge that one of their members is a homosexual.
This critically acclaimed film has won awards at film festivals and heralded
in multiple publications. Includes rare footage of the controversial ordina-
tion of NH Bishop Gene Robinson and commentary from his parents about
his life and faith.

April 11, 3 p. m. AJesus Campo
A growing number of Evangelical Christians believe there is a revival underway in
America that requires Christian youth to assume leadership roles in advocating the
causes of their religious movement. This film follows several youth at a summer

camp in North Dakota, where kids as young as 6 years-old are taught to become
dedicated soldiers in “God’s army.” Winner of several film awards, and hailed as
“startling” by the NY Times, and “riveting” by the Washington Post, there are eye-
opening points for both secular liberals and born-again Christians.

Apr il 25, 2:30 p.m
Generated by a middle-school teacher to motivate his class,
and taken in all seriousness by one student, the idea is to do a favor for someone
and rather than them paying it back, they’re told to pay it forward to three other
people, with the potential to grow into a global outpouring of kindness and de-
cency. This movie is a bittersweet and uplifting tale of the impact one heartfelt idea
can have.

All films are rated PG-13 and include a brief discussion.
Good-will offering will be taken. Child care provided.
Light refreshments for sale.

Cushy seats are limited i come early or bring your own!

AND THOUGHTS

By Dick Feren

My dad often said “Use it up, wear it out; make it do, or do without.” He
had many boxes of scraps and parts in which he would invariably find just
the right item for something he was making. My grandfather had a collec-
tion of cigar boxes, full of odd items, but you could always find what you
wanted because the boxes were so well labeled. I am using some of them to
this day. One of my favorites was a box labeled “Rags — Not much good.”
That just meant they weren’t very big, but they were adequate for many
small cleaning tasks. Karen Grant told about her grandmother who used to
save string by rolling it into a ball. Some pieces were too short to tie and
went into a box labeled “String too Short to Save” to be used for stuffing
pin-cushions.

The goal in each of the preceding cases was not to waste anything. As a
way of continuing that kind of tradition, I save and reuse (and reuse and
reuse) plastic bags, especially food storage bags. But in or-

@ der to re-use them and keep them out of the land-fill, I had to
&/ be able to get them clean, and the biggest problem was
cleaning the inside corners. I tried turning them inside out, [
tried using a small brush, and I tried using a sponge, but
none of these methods worked well. Then I figured out a
way to shape a sponge to do it. I cut out a small curved
piece from one end which leaves two points. The diagram at
the left shows the shape of the cut-off piece and the shape of
the remaining sponge. Either of the two points on the sponge can be pushed
into the corner of a bag to clean it. It works like a charm. And when the
bags are no longer any good for storing food, they can store parts in my
workshop. One more small way to save resources. “Use it up, wear it out;
make it do, or do without.”




